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ALAMO INSURANCE BUILDING, 
CORNER COLLEGE AND NAVARRO STREETS 


jocated on the same lleooer and 
co-operating with 





Oifers to young ladies and gentlemen advantages that cannot be 
proposed to them elsewhere in the state. 

The apartments, appointments and courses of the the two schools 
are the same and are presided over by the same faculty. If you would 
see an ideal school, having an idea! location, and all the paraphernalia 
distinguishing such an institution, honor us with a visit. 

Good elevator service. 

Address, 
W. ©. BUCKMAN, Manacer. 
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The Eminent Pbysician and Surgeon 


Dr... FLOWER 


Makes periodical visits to Sau Antonio and Southwest 
Texas, and will] notify the public of his next visit. 








The Most Successtul Physician of the Age! 


Thousands of testimonials from the best people 
throughout this section. 





If you can not wait for his next Visit, address 


IR. CGC. PLOW ER, 


729 Boyston Street. ™ BOSTON, MASS. 








Anyone sending a two-cent stamp to the FLowrr MEpICcINE Co., at the 
above address, will recaive free Dr. Flower’s work entitled 


‘Youth and Beauty of Women Forever,’ 





Which every sick person should vead. 
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| | THE GREATEST OF ALL. 


The Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


OF NRw YOoRK. 


RICHARD 4d. McCURDY, President. 





ASSETS, DECEMBER 31, 1896......5.... .:...... qua Bethe $234. 744. 148.42 
SURPLUS, DECEMBER 81, 1806.:;.. ........-......200.. 29. 738,514.70 
INSURANCE IN FORCE DECEMBER 31, 1896 .......... 918,608, 388.45 
ae | 
Remember the best Company is the one that does the most Good. | 
THE MUTUAL LIFE IS THAT COMPANY, | ki 
It paid its policy holders in 1806 .... 2... eee cee $ 25.437, 569.50 
Ii has paid its policy holders since organization ........... $437,005, 195.29 
ALOVRG IS ILOSS TOL. LONG ‘oy 5.0 wiv eck ues baw ees © cee .. 4 6,226,622.00, 





In results it challenges the Wortd. 
The largest—the safe.t—the, best. 





A Good Record the Best Guarantee lor the Fut ure | 


EDWIN CHAMBERLAIN & GO., 


General Agents, 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. | 








“Ad majorem Det Gloriam.” 


1685. 1897. 
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SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


COMPILED BY 


Rey. Farners P. F. Partsor anp C. J. Surru, O. M. IL.) or rae 
* 
Orxver oF Osnatres OF Mary Iymacunare. 





Witt THe Perwisston AND APPROVAL or RT. Rev. J. A. Forest, Bisnor oF 
SAN ANTONIO, AND WITH THE ASSISTANCS OF THE 
REVEKEND CLERGY OF THE DIOCESE. 


CoNTAINING ALSO 8OMNE HISTORICAL, BiuGRAPHICAL AND DeEsCuipriveé SKETCHES 
OF PERSONS AND PLACES OF PARTICULAR AND GENERAL INTEREST. 


PUBLISHED KhY 


CARRICO & BOWEN, 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


180585 











PURE ATLTAR WINES. 


West Glendale Winery & Vineyards 


CIHLAS. B. PIRONI, Proprteror. 





. O. Box 15. Stati C. 
ere ama SiléaPocm, ice N. Main St. Los Angeles, Cal. 


Complete Stock of Clarets, Brandies, Port, Angelica, Sherry, Orange 
and Muscat. Specialty: White Altar Wines. 
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| =>». < "TR A . SPECIAL CUCAMONGA BRAND made from the Mission Gripe, 
' originally brought from Spain by early Franciscan Missionaries. | 


Of exquisite laste, secured by special care in allowing a small percantage of grape sugar to 
remain after fermentution. Keptincellurs THREE YEARS before placing on the market. | 
Has given the best satisfaction 1o the Rev. Clergy 1] over the Union. r 


References by Permission to 


Right Rev. Francis Mora. D. D.. Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles, 
Cal. Franciscan Fathers, Los Angeles, Cal. Rev. Chas. L 
Hoogsioe!. Tomahawk, Wis. | 


| 
My 








Orders Promptly Attended to. Send for Price List. 
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Stoves, Tinware, Agricultural Implements 


Barbed Fence Wire, Cartridges, 
Castings, Ete: 2°.) 4. .°s 





Bar tron, Stee! Wagon and Carriage Material, Paints, Oils, Brushes, Varnishes, 
Etc., Wood and Willow Ware, Window Glass and Housefurnishing Goods. 


A SPECIALTY IN BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


228 & 230 San Antonio, Texds 


W. Commerce Street. 
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S | Publishers’ Preface. 


“Oft expectation fails and znost of there 
Where most 1s promised: and o/t it hits 
W here hope is coldest ind despair sis.” 
—SHAKESPRARE, 


3@ 
ays PLACING this bumble volume before on: people, we do not propose to fil] 
a “Jong felt want,’’ but we do so believing that in bringing together. for 
6, | the first time, the accessible data of the histery of the Catholic Chnrch in this 
3 diocese—even though crude and incomplete—we are doing a work that is full of 


at, general interest. One that will receive n wart weleome from all whosympathize 
with those who labored first and faithfully long ago—despile adversity anc peril— 
| to lay successfully the foundation of the grand superstructure that we to-day are 
seeing happily carried on to completion, rad by all who hope for and celight in 

| moral and religious advancement. 
In the lives and labors of those men of God, so zeatons for good, so thought- 
| Jess of self. uadergoing hardships cheerfully, foregoing all their natural attach. 
ments and comforts to promote the welfure of their fellow-man, in the knowledga 


ibe and service af God, we not only liave a commendable example for all, but in the 
=a general principle we have the most etfective antidote and cure for the prevalent 

intense selfishness that now-a-~lays stalks so boldly and complacently in all walks 
BS of life, through all the ranks of soeiety. ‘The removal of ils social malady 


would almost achieve the much to be desired ** millenium.’ 

Since it is, that several] interesting incidents of civil history are intimately 
associated with the old Mission bniktings (they having served as fortresses as well 
as temples), we have judged it in keeping to insert throughout the hook a few 
Short historical and biographical sketehes of incidents and persons thus agso- 
Ciated, believing that it will meet the approval of all. 

With reference to the advertising space disposed of throughout tlie book, 
we beg to remark that it is done with regret, but felt it necessary to assist in 
defraying the expense of the work. We realize that while it mars to some extent 
the appearance of the volume, stil] we know equally well that it in no way affects 

| the value and interest of the history. 
We furthermore desire to thank all who have kindly assisted 16, giving us 
their time and talent: those, also, who have profferred data, loaned photograplis, 
‘S, | etc., and as well we desire to thank and credit all authors from whom we have 
taken notes. We are dependently grateful and appreciative. 

Hoping that our unpretentious work may succeed in clirecting some rays of 
sunshine in many hearts and minds, we send it forth. 


CARKICO & BOWEN, Pus uisuirs. 


Frasy OF THE ASSUMPTION OF TH: B. ¥. M., 
AUGUST 15, 1897. 











F. A. tT. A. 


JAMES WAURENBERGER | 
. +. ARCHITECT | 
5 re 


SOLICITS THE PATRONAGE OF THE PUBLIC | 


He received his professional education at some of the best 
institutions in Europe, andisa_ . 


Member of the @€merican Institute of Architects 











He refers to numerous prominent buildings throughout the State. among 
them the Catholic St. Louis Coliege und Our Lady of the Lake Convent at 
San Autonio. 








FOR A STYLISH, PERFECT FITTING SUIT 


AT A MODERATE PRICE, GO TO 
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310. W.. Commerce Street. 
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Remark. 


N THE preparation of this work, the Rectors and Missionaries of 
the various parishes and stations were requested to furnish such 
information as would give an adequate idea Of the spread of Catholicity 
in this diocese. We feel grateful to those who so kindly responded to 
the invitation. 

However, it will be observed that several parishes and missions do 
not appear in these pages. Doubtless their numerous and vuried occupa- 
tions have prevented the Reverend Missionaries from devoting their time 
to collecting material for insertion in this book. In regretting this, and 
in giving this explanation, we trust that our patrons will understand the 
cause of the deficiency. We hope, however, at no late date to supple- 
ment the work and present to our readers what it has been so far imipos- 


sible for us to Obtain in time for publication. 
THE COMPILERS. 


GEO..C. RICHLITE & 60, ison Sete So wes 


Rooms 16-17, 2np Floor Kampmann Bupa. 
TELEPHONE 161. SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


We represent the Jargest Companies in the world. 
Combined assets, over $100,000, 000. 


Liverpool! #od Londan und Globe of England, Hartford of Hartford, Lancashire of Ene- 
land, Hoe of New York, Fire Associntion of Philadelphia, Nuiional of Hariford, New York 
Underwriters of New York, Greenwich of New York, Nor ‘th German Insurance Compuny of 
Hamburg, Fidelity and Deposit Security Company. 


We make Bonds of Surety for Employes. also Administration and 
Judiciary Bonds of all kinds. 


We refer lo any B: wk or mer chant in San Antonio. 


SAN AMOMO y 0D eh 00, eens 


. KERR, Proprirror. 
WE HANDLE 


The best Indian Territory, McAlester and Laredo Coal 


IN THE MARKET. 

We aiso have on hand X7 . In Stove, Bleek and 
the largest stock of €) ya lk Vv COO TD Four Foot Le. .gths. 
We own the land from which this wood Is taken, and handle tlo wood on 

commission, and therefoy'e Gun give you BETTER AND MORK WOOD for the money. 
GIVE US A TRIAL ORDER. TELEPHONE 107 
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Dr. GW. ParLips Dr. E. M. Hiert 


DRS, PHILIPS & HIGHT 


4 DENTISTS , 
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9224+ W. Commerce 
EY ONS CYaila. eA 


JEWELRY, WATCHES, CLOCKS, - 


DIAMONDS - 


San Antonio, Texas. 











= STERLING SILVER SPOONS, FORKS, Ere. 


And everything a jewelry store should keep at reasonable prices. 


Come and see us, or write for what you want, 


Repair Work on Jewelry or Watches properly and promptly done 


THE BELL JEWELRY CO, 


{Successora to Brut, BROS.) 





& ae ae 
a : A "a Sips 2 a x ry rR 
a ae 327 W. Commence ST. SAN ANTONJO, TEXAS 


? 


BENNO KAYTON, Graduate Optician, at above store, examines 
eyes free, and furnishes properly adjusted glasses at reasouahle prices. 














C.J. DULLNIG F. W, MOALLISTarR 


DULLNIG & McALLISTER 
General Insurance Agents Eis, cree’e: Accisen® 


Representing the hest American, E. COMMERCE STREET 
German and English Companies. (Over Woltt & Marx) 
TELEPHONE 413... SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


DEAR READER—If we can be of any service tn you please call 
oli us. DULLNIG & MCALLISTER. 
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| Dedicatory. 


TO THE HONOR AND MEMORY 


| OF THE PHILANTHROPY AND ZEAL OF THE BUMBLE AND SEL¥-SACRIFICING 
t MISSIONAKIES, wd, IN Tilk PAST TRYING TIMES, PERSEVERINGLY 
STRUGGLED AND LABORED TO FOUND AND ESTABLISH IN 
THIS DIOCESE AND SECTION, Gop's Hoty Cuurcn 
FOK HIS GREATER GLOXY AND MAN'S 


BETTER WELFARE, 
AND TO ALL THOSE 


| WHO, AFTER Tillal, JAY, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, TAKE UV AND FOLLOW THEIR 


NOBLE EXAMPLE, 
DO WE 


MOST REYVEKENTLY DEDIOATE AND INSCRIBE THIS HUMBLE VOLUME. 


BELIEVING AND FEELING, wit oua Sovereign Pontirr, Leo XM, raat 
ALONE, IN THE TRUE AND LIVING PRACTICE OF ‘THE CuRISTIAN TEACH- 
INGS OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, WILE "FE FOUND THE POSITIVE 
AND LASTING CURE, OF THE SOCIAL TROUBLES, WHICH 
ARE NOW SO SERIOUSLY AFFECTING THE OIVII 

) AND RELIGIOUS WELFARE OF MANKIND 


| THROUGHOUT THk WORLD, 


‘THR PUBLISHERS. 


; “Man! thau ars nonght, when thou art not as God's love would have thee be: 
f Do harken tn His warning words, and be Saved eternally.’ 


} HT, 








SHAPER & BRADEN 


Practical Plumbers 








Sole Agents ‘'MAJESTIC” 
Steel Cooking Ranges 


BEST ON EAXTH. 


ra aw ASSOCIATED WITH 






VODRIE & CO. 


125 W. Commerce Street. 


Electrical Work of All Kinds..... Galvanized Iron Cornice and Tin Roofing. 


A full line of Standard Electrieal Guods consisting of Lamps, Sockets, Wire, 
switches, Moior:, Electric Fans, Batteries, Speaking Tubes, 
Annufclaiors, Insnuiators, Pins and Brackets, Burglar 
Alarms, Betls, Porcelain Knobs, kept in stock. 

A large agsortment of Shades and fixtures at much reduced prices. Correspondence 
soHelied fn regard to isolated! plauls for large buildings or centril station lighting. 
Machines for blasting Artesian Wells. 


A ‘e ig pet @ Asari (& erie Ds Sree it 

















Tin, Slate and Metal Roofing, Fancy Bar Fixtures 


JOB WORK 





Smoke Stacks, Sheep Troughs. Dippng Vats, 
Perkins’ Fire Proof Window Shutters. 


San Antonio, Texas 
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J. cia J. 
History of the Catholic Church 


IN THE 


Diocese of San Antonio, Texas.” 





‘* History, thou tale of our country’s life, 
inspire our souls for the glorious strife 
Of the right! 
Keep fresh in our memories the past. noble ceeds. 
Done for God's glory, and our tellow-man's needs, 
Give us courage and might.’ 


CHAPTER I. 
GENERAL ASVECY. 


HE CATHOLIC CHURCH of the diocese of San Antonio has a his- 
tory easily found in its monuments, its records and traditions of 
over two centurics. 

To the traveller coming from the North and standing in front of the 
Mission Churches, these must be an enigma, but if he hail from Queré- 
taro or Zacatecas, the puzzle is solved and he arrives at correct conclus- 
ions about the foundation of these Missions and of the quaint old city of 
San Antonio. 

He is amazed as he views the massive structures and the crumbling 
ruins which constitute the celebrated Texas Franciscan Missions. We 
look in vain elsewhere within the limits of the United States and of 
Canada for buildings of such peculiar architecture. 

New England has nothing equal to them 10 commemorate the pas- 
sing of the Pilgrim and the Puritan. Quebec und Montreal with their 
battlements, round towers and odd buildings fall almost into insigniticauce 
when compared with the Churches and Monasteries of the Franciscan 


* The History will ba found on every other page; the intervening pages will contain 
siz@tches or advertisements. 
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HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 


The Diocese. 


us to-day undersiood and constituted, is of comparatively recent 

date, having been established or erected only since September 3, 
1874. Previous to that time, when Texas had but one Bishop, it wus of 
course | part of that oue diocese. which was that of Galveston. 

Hoffman's Cluireh Directory gives the following incomplete outline 
or boundary of the diocese: ‘* Comprises Texas, between the Colorado 
and Rio Grande Rivers, except that portion south of the Arroyo de los 
Hermanos. on the Rio, Grande, and the counties of Live Oak, Bee, 
Goliad and Refugio.” 

Accarding to the map. in the possession of his Lordship, Bishop 
Forest, the diocese is bounded as follows : 

Beginning at the mouth of the Colorado River, thence with its 
course and mennderings in a northwesterly direction to its souree; thence 
to and along the north lines of Dawson and Gaines Counties; thence 
southward on the west lines of Gaines and Andrews Counties; tlhience 
westward along the north lines of Winkler and Loving Counties; thenee 
southward on the west Jine of Reeves County; thence southwestward on 
the northwest line of Jetf Davis County tothe Rio Grande River: thence 
down the Rio Grande with its meanderings to the south lineof Maverielk 
County: thence along the south lines of Maverick and Ditmitt Counties 


; DIOCESE of Sun Autonio, Texas, (ocesis Sancti Antonzt) 


























to the Nueces River; thenee eastward along the Nueces River with its 7 


meinderings to its nearest approach to the east line of Live Oak County; 
thence northward along said east line of Live Oak Connty to the south 
line of Karnes County; thence along the south lines of Karnes and 
DeWitt Counties; thence southward along the west lines of Victoria 
and Calhoun Counties (along the San Antonio River); thence to the 
place of beginning. 

The above area contains about 90,360 square iniles. 


The following ts a list of the principel towns or churches in ithe 
diocese : 


Bandera, Bandera County Bhutt, Fayette County 
Boerne, Kendall County Castroville, Medina County 
Carmen, Bexar County Columbus, Colorado Connty 


Cuero, DeWitt County Czestohows, Karnes County 
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HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. S 


Friars in Texas. And naught but a great spirit of self-sacrifice could 
have erected to the living Ged piles of such enduring nature. 

As he gazes upon those Missions, the Catholic Christian’s heart 
throbs with emotion and his soul is filled with ecstatic joy. The senti- 
ments which we entertain to-day were in the past cherished by those 
heroic men who in the midst of dangers feared not to bring the glad 
tilings of the gospel of Christ Jesus to the untutored minds of the savage 
tribes of Texas. 

Although our design is only to give a sketch of the diocese of San 


== bs 
cr 


; Antonio and to compile all the facts furnished us by the priests and the 
ft heads of religious institutions belonging to il, yet we deem it proper to 

preface a few remarks concerning the origin of the Catholic Missions in 
e | thisNew Workl. I¢js a historical fuct that the tirst Christian service 
O | was held in the United States before Protestantism was born. Not to go 
'S | back to the Norsemen of the eleventh century we have evidence in abun- 








dance to prove that all during the sixteenth century, the territory of the 
United States was explored and evangelized by Catholic priests. The 
p | Chureh of Santa Fe, N. M., was built in 1560. The Frinrs had been 


——= 


| preavhing through that country as far back as 1589, and Kansas was 
8 | sanctified by the blood of Father John of the Cross in 1542, the very year 
e | Henry the VILE murdered his wife and John Kaox apostatized froin the 


e | Catholic faith. 

In 1512 Ponce cle Leon erected 1 stone cross on the shores of Florida 
and Mass was celebrated there in 1528. The sign of the cross ts all over 
n | this land. The genius, the devotedness, the enterprise of Catholics have 
‘@ | planted it on sea shore, river-bank, and mountain top. 

| The tirst religious ininistrations in Texas of which we have any de- 

. finite historical information were those of the French secular and regular 

$ | priests. who accompanied the unfortunate expedition of La Salle. These 

t were five. They entered Espiritu Santo Bay in January, 1685. La Salle 

| built a fort on the spot subsequeutly ocenpied by the Bahia Mission, For 

two years, five priests offered the Holy Sueritice in a chapel constructed 

in the fort «nd administered the Sacraments, but they finally abandoned 

Texas and weut back to Canada. Shortly after their departure, the 

’ Franciscans of the Apostolic College of Querétavo aud Zucatécas founded 
' Missions on the Rio Grande. 

The pioneer Spanish priest was the Iranciscan Father Damian 
Mazanet who accompanied the expedition of Alonzo de Leon in 1689. 
So promising was this tield to the Gospel laborers, that this son of St. 

| Francis bent all his energies towards effecting the establishment of a 
' permanent Mission beyond the Rto Grande. 
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4. SKETOBES AND SELECTIONS. 














Dhanis, Medina County Eagle Pass, Maverick County 
Floresville, Wilson County Fort Davis, Jett Davis County 

Fort. Mason, Mason County Fredericksburg, Gillespie County | 
Graytown (Elmendorf), Wilson Co. Gonzales, Gonzales County 
Halletsville, Lavaca County Inez, Victoria County 

Kerrville, Kerr County Luling, Caldwell County 
Marienfeld, Martin County Medina, Bexar County gs 
Meversville, DeWitt Couuty Moulton, Lavaca County | 


New Braunfels, Comil County Pana Maria, Karnes Couuty : 
Pralia (Flatonia), Fayette County Rossville, Atacosa County &§ 





St. Hedwig, Bexar County S:n Angelo, Tom Green County |, 
San Augustine, Atacosa County 8S. Francisco de Espado, BexarCo. 

San Marcos, Hays County Schulenburg, Fayette County |, 
Seguin, Guadalupe County Shiner, Lavaca County ® 
Smithville, Bastrop County String Prairie, Bastrop County | 4 
Victoria, Victoria County Weimar, Colorado County fe 
Youkum, Lavaca County Yorktown, DeWitt County 


The following memoranda of the Reverend Clergy, chureles, com- | / 
munities, institutions, pppulation, etc., is taken from Hoffinan’s Chureh | 


Directory for 1897 : i 
Bishop .. ceeeuee ss 1 Colleges and Academies i I 
Secular Priests... ..... at 61 for boys ses aay 4) y 
Religious orders .........18 Academies for girls. . ... Tie 
Churehes with resident: Parochial schools .......... 28 | 
Priests .....- ce eee 73 Orphan asylums . a 
Mission churches ......... 32 Hospitals .. a. 
Stations ....... .... 80 Home for aged poor. a 
Senunary for secular cler, gy. 1 Communities of men ..... J 
Communities for women .. 9 4 


Population about 70,000. 


Nore.-—The following History oF THE CaTHOLIC ('HUROH 1N THE! © 
DiocEsr OF SAN ANTONIO, Texas, will not be simply a histery of the) w 
Chureh in the above described diocese since ifs erection in 1874, but it) no 
will be a history of the Church in the above described diocese, or section! § 
of country, us far back as any data or record has heen available, which 
is about the year A. D. 1685. a 
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FE D W A RD GRE RE EN BOOK AND NEWSDEALER 
Orders taken for Catholic Books and Publications. | 

MAIL ORDERS A SPECIALTY. a 


Duwilnig Building, Alamo and Commerce Sts. SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
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HISTORY OF TRE CATHOLIC OHURCH. 5 


THe depicted the success of Missions among tlie Assinais (Tribes of 
Indians in Texas) in such fervid language that he obtained the help of 
the civil and ecclesiastical authorities to further his undertaking, The 
Apostolic College of Querétaro (Mexico) founded by Father Anthony 
Linaz had at this time formed a new corps of Missionaries filled with 
energy and inspired by all the fervorof the earliest period of the Francis- 
can Order. It wus from these exemplary religious that the little body 
was selected to evangelize the province of Texas. 

Father Damian Mazanet’s auxiliaries were Father Michael Fontcu- 
bierto, Francis Casafias of Jesus und Mary, regarded in life and in death 
1s entinent in sanctity; Anthony Borday and Anthony Pereira. 

The Missionaries left Monclova on the 27th of March, 1690 and 
crossing the Rio Grande proceeded to the country of the Assinxis which 
they reached about the middle of May. The friendly Indians received 


them with joy and the Mission of San Francisco de los Téjas was 
- established. 


The Fathers who went to Texas in 1691 were Fathers Hidalgo, 


.| Estrelles, Fortuni, Garcin, Monge, Saldafia, Miranda and Garoycaochea. 





In 1700 on the 1st of January the Fathers Hidalgo, Anthony de San 
Buenaventura y Olivares with Father Ysidro de Espifiosn crossed the 
Rio Grande and steps were taken to establish four Missions there. These 
were maintained till 1718 when the Chief Mission was transferred to San 
Antonio. 


CHAPTER II. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE MISSIONS, 
In the first Book of the Records kept in the San Fernando Chureh 


| we find the following note: 


“This Mission of San Antonio was established in 1703 on the banks 


sf of the Rio Grande under the title of Mission of Sun Francisco Solano. It 


was transferrel to the neighborhood of San Yldefouso. Thence it was 
moved to San José on the Rio Grande, and finally transported to the 


| San Antonio River.” 


We find in the same records the dates of the establishment of these 


’ Missions. 


**Sun Francisco Solano on the Rio Grande in 1703; San Ildefonso 


1712; San Jose on the Rio Grande 1713; San Antonio de Valero 1718.” 


The following extract explains itself : 
“J, Fray Diego Martin Garcia, actual Minister of these Missions have 


here transcribed the following entries taken from the old records which 
'were in a dilapidated state; some of them I found on loose sheets of 


paper; I here transcribe them as follows: 





Castroville, Medina County, Texas. 


Academy 0! Sur Ladu Hi theLake 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


CONDUCTED BY THE SISTERS OF 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE 


= ae Pe 


SN 
—_ 
TON 


= 3 
A Phas 


3 


eo 


=: 
= a ten 1, nea eS AAN® 
er ps ae 
| it. 
io 
am ad 3 
thes = ear E ee 
s = nh m4 Fa ar ~ 
ry] |. a 


Wee tr | 
* ie mye - 
rt 5 Sas i 
its ra 2 i = 
oe re) rier ae . Aw 
an 


pa 
Cafes = 
BEE aN 
ta 
> 
= 


iz sail] 

= 

ac 
j as |) 


aa 
Rev tian 
ee 


% aps 


5 > ae ee 


a 
< - * 
* 
.  & 
= 
——— 
> t& 
ry. 
= ae i ‘ «= ile = “a: 
Tor j : ara . ; 
. as 4 oe ihe 
+ Set pees Po 
i a Bin a ore we * 
> hen ba ee F 
« * ‘2: 
a Ls 4 


¢ : = 
oy 
¢ 
c 
et .: 


ar 
aw te ete Ae 


& 
’ meg BAe 
Ses 
= 


Smee [/0%8)) (ors [cael ee ee 
EEA ihe oe 
| 


FL 
Aon 
My, 
s 


A Boarding and Day School for Young Ladies 


Situated near Lakeview. one of the most healthful 
picturesque locations of San Antonio. The course of study 
is systematic and thorough, embracing every branch of a 
refined and useful education; discipline mild, yet strict; 
special attention paid to physical comforts as well as moral 
training. For particulars address 


MOTHER SUPERIOR. 
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HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. i 


From THE REcoRD oF BURIALS. 


On the 8th day of October 1703 I buried Cristoval, father of the 
Governor Roque, who had been privately baptized a few years previons 
by the Father Minister of these Missions, Fray Anthony of San Buena- 
ventura y Olivares and I certify to the truth hereof, the year as above. 

Fray Francisco Esteves, 
Prefect Apostolic of these Missions. 


Here Is THE First Baptism RECORDED. 


On the 6th day of October, 1708, J baptized Mary of the Cross and as 
she was very sick I only gave her private baptism. The sponsor was 
Roque «le los Santos, Governor. Her parents are heathens. In faith 
whereof I sign this on the day and year as above. Be it observed that she 
was in adult and received neither the Chrism nor the Holy Oil. 

Fray Francisco Esteves, 
Commis. Prefect Apostolic of these Missions. 


There are fourteen other baptisms recorded for the same year, In 
1704 there are 143 baptisms on record. In 1705, 1706, 1707, 1708, the 
number of baptisms amounted to 158. The record of the Register are 
signed some by the Fathers Hidalgo, Espinosa, Moreno, Ybarra, Gon- 
zales, Pago and others by Fray Anthony of San Buenaventura. 

The above I transcribed from old records, San Antonio 1745. 

Fray Dreco Martin GARZIA. 


These extracts «re headed as follows: ‘Baptisms of the Mission of 
San Antonio de Valero, from its foundation.” Then comes the follow- 
ing heading: ‘In this book are inscribed the Baptisms of Indians of 
this Mission of San Francisco Solano.” The records from 1710 ure 
signed hy Fray Jose Soto actual Minister of these Missions, and from 
1715 by Fray Francisco Ruiz. 

At this place in the Register appears the following act transferring 
the Mission to San Autonio : 

“In the present year and on ihe 10th of the month of May, 1718, 
this mission of San José (on the Rio Grande), on account of the scarcity 
of water, was transferred to San Antonio de Valero by order of his 
Excellency, the Marquis de Valero, Viceroy of New Spain. This 
Mission heing under tlie direction of Fray Anthony of San Buenaven- 
tura y Olivares, and of tlre officer, Dr. Martin de Alarcon, president of 
these Provinces of the Kingdom of the New Phillipines, and of the 
dependencies thereof. In faith whereof, I sign as Minister of these 
Missions the day of the month and the year as above.” 


8 SKBTOHES AND SELECTIONS. 


Extract. 


OR THE sake of comparison and historical research, we adjoin this 
extract from ‘‘Brancroft’s Works, Vol. XV, pages 631 and 6382.” 

**In 1783 occurred the death of Padre Juan Agustin Morti, bring- 

ing to a close his historical memoirs, the standard authority for Texas 
history down to this date, though never published. " % 

In 1785 Pudre José Francisco Lopez, president of the ‘Texas Mis- 

sions, nade an elaborate report to the Bishop of Nueva Leon. on their 

condition und prospects. I append in a note a list of the establishments, 


with some statistical information derived from tls report and supple- | 


mented to a certain extent by other similar reports of earlier and later 
dates.” 
% # xt x % + oo *« 

Nore :—San Antonio de Bejar, presidio, founded 1718; and San 
Fernando, villa, founded about 1730; the two forming one scttlement on 
the San Antonio River, at the site of the modern San Antonio, Capital 
and residence of the Governor; garrisoned by 60 men; about 140 houses, 


nearly half of stone, of one story, and generally of only one room. Pub- | 
lic buildings of stone in a ruinous condition; cost $80,000 and would not | 


sell for $80 according to Morti. Has a curate who is also chaplain. No | 


stutislics of population. 

San Antonio de Valero, Mission, on the river opposite Beéjar, later 
called the Alamo; founded 1718. One thousand, nine hundred and 
seventy-two baptisnis down to 1762, when the population was 275, with 
1,200 euttle, 300 horses, 1,300 sheep. In 1785,the population was 52 of 


mixed blood; Iuldings—ineluding the half built church, and other | 


church property valued at $28,000. In 1793 the population was only 43. 
Santa Cruz, stockade fort on the Arroyo de! Cibolo, with 20 men 
from Beéjar. Founded 1772 for protection of ranches. The ranchos in 


1782 were six in munber; with a population of 85. Some 25 raneho~ had 


been abundoned. 

Purisima Concepcion de Acniia, on the San Antonio about a league 
from Béjar. Originally founded in the N. E., among the Asinais in 
1716; abandoned from 1719 to 1721 during the French invasion; and in 
1781 transferred to the South. Population in 1762, 207; the number of 


baptisms, 792, 600 cattle, 300 horses, 2,200 sheep. Population in 1785 | 


Contintied on page 10. 
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This was an important epoch for the Missions of Texas, and for the 
hetter understanding of events oceurring around San Antonio at the 
present time, we deem it proper to insert the following cxtracts from the 
| ‘* Inform Official of Count Revilla-Gigedo, Viceroy of Mexico, 1793 : ” 

187. ‘“*In order to prevent the Freneh (at Natchitoches) from 
erecting establishnients in the Province of Texas, three expeditions left 
Coahuila in the years 1689, 1691 and 1716. 

188. ‘The two first expeditions merely went out to learn the 
designs of the French, the eventful and unfortunate results of their 
passage through the country; and, fearing lest the French would renew 
their hostile attempts against them, the Spaniards in their last expedi- 
tion resolved to begin the erection of several establishments in the 
' Province of Texas. 

196. “On the third expedition of the vexr 1816 nine friars of the 
College of Santa Cruz, of Queretaro, and of our Lady of Guadalupe, 
of Zacatecas, together with the venerable Father Fray Antonio Margil 

de Jesus, us superior or president, established six Missions in the mo-t 
northerly part of the Province (Tex:s), and « few years afterwards 
another was built nenr the Presidio of our Lady Del Pilar de los Adues, 
| seven leacues from the fort of Natchitoches in Louisiana.” 
| In the same ‘* Official Report” of the Count Revillu-Gigedo to the 
| King of Spain, on the condition of the Missions in Texas, we find the 
date when the Missions in and around Sn Antonio were crected : 

The Mission of San Antonio Valero was erected in the year 1716, 
not far from the Capital of the Province, among the Indians, the Sanes 
Payaes snd others.” 

**The Mission of Concepcion was also erected in 1716 among the 
Sunipxos Toeanes and others; del, one league east of the Capital.” 

The Mission of San José de Agnayo wus erected in 1720 amoug 
the Pampopzs, Mesquites and others, two leagues south from the 
Capital.” 

‘The Mission of San Juan Capistrun was crected in 1716, three 
Jeagues south of the Capital, among the Pamaques Quijanes and 
others.” 

“The Mission of San Francisco de la Espada was erected in 1716, 
three and a half leagues south of the Cupital, among the Pecos, Muara- 
quitas and others.” 


Nore. —In the above quotations the word ‘‘erected” does not mean 
that the buildings were then erected, but simply thatit was resolved to 
establish the Missions. 

The establishments formed in Texas were known as Presidios or 
Missions. Presidio means a garrison of soldiers. There was a Mission 
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only 71; best church in the province, valued with other property, at | » 
$35,000. In 1793 population 51. i 
San José y San Miguel de Aguayo, near the river, about a league | t 
helow Concepcion. Founded 1720. Long considered the most flourish- 
ing Mission in the province. One thousand and fifty-four baptisms | } 
down to 1762; 350 Indians that year; 1,500 yoke of oxen; 106 Indiansin | e 
1785. Church property worth ©, 000. Population in 1793, L14. Padre | y 
Pedro Ramirez de Arrellano had been the most noted Missionary of | j 
San José. ‘+I 
San Juan Capistrano, 1.5 lergues below 8. José. Founded inthe N. E. | o 
rmong the Nazones under the name of S. José in 1716; sbandoned 1719- | + 
1721; in 1731 trutferred to the South and its name changed to 8S. Juan. ’ 
Population 203 in 1762; baptisiins to that date 847; 1,000 cattle, 500 | 
horses, 3,500 sheep. In 1785, 58 Indians; chureli property worth #4500; 
chureh half built. In 1793 only 34 Indians. t 
San Francisco de la Espada, 2.5 leagues below Concepcion, founded | | t 
among the Tejas, in 1690; abandoned 1693, reestablished in 1716, a few | i4 
leagues from the original site, near the Mound Prairie; abandoned | si 
1719-1721: transfered to San Antonio River in 1731. Eight hundred and | n 
fifteen bapti-ms down to 1762; population 207; 1,200 cattle, $4,000 sheep. | F 
Population 57 in 1785; church property worth $4,000. Only 46 in 1793. | F 
The Tejas Indians, where the Mission was at first, numbered in 1782, only | o 








about 80 men. living at a rancheria and stream called San Pedro. 0 
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ut each presidio, The bnildings at the presidio were erected around 
a square, or *Pluza de Armas,” aud consisted of a chureh, dwellings for 
the officers, friars and soldiers, storehouses, prisons, ete. 

In those presidios there was what is called a ‘* Baluarte,” a kind of 


bastion, semi-circular in shape, projecting outward from the main 


enclosure and having small apertures all around for cannons and smaller 
weapons. One of those baluartes can be seen at the Fourth Mission. It 
is well preserved, owing to the intelligent care of the Rev. Father 


Bonehu, who is in charge of that Mission. Marks of cxanuon balls and 
of smaller projectiles can be seen on the exterior walls, which shows that 


these bastions were not used exclusively for protection against the savage 


. | Indians, but also as a defence against the French at 1 time when France 





= 


and Spain were striving for the possession of Texas. 


The Fort and Mission of San Antonio de Valero were located on 


| the right bank of the San Pedro, about three-quarters of « mile froin 
the present Cathedral at San Antonio. There it remained until 
1722, when it was removed with the post to Military Plaza. The main 


square, or Plaza de la Constitucion, was formed in 1730. The establish- 


ment around the Military Plaza was properly called San Antonio de 
|~Bejyw, while the town on the east of the churel was known as San 
.| Fernando. San Antonio, the modern city, seems to be « consolidation 


of the ‘‘presidio” of San Antonio de Bejur, the Mission and ‘‘pueblo” 
of San Antonio de Valero and the “pueblos” of San Fernando and San 
José del Alamo. 

The ways of God are admirable: ‘* Behold, darkness shall cover 


-| the earth and a mist the people; but the Lord shall arise upon them, and 


his glory shall be seen upon them. Au.! the Gentiles shall walk in thy 


light.” 


All became instruments in the hands of God for the conversion of 
the poor Indians. Explorers like La Salle who in 1685, went with six 


Friars and one Sulpician to Port Lavaca and Fort St. Louis; and St. 
_ Denis who laid out the famous roxd from Natchitoches to the Rio 


Grande, culled the “old Suan Autonio Road ”; the Mission of San Juan 
| Buutista established on the right side of the Rio Grande as a Spanish 


| post of observation; the presidios of Texas, especially that of San An- 





‘tonio with their bands of Franciscan Friars, protected by Spanish 


soldiers; the millions of dollars spent by Spain for the preservation of 


her sway over Texas: all this contributed towards preparing the 
spread of the gospel among. the Indians in Texas. 
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Ven. Antonio Margil,O.S.F. 


Reg 
» Apostle Missionary in Texas, Mexico ane Guatemala. Pa l 


Hol 


The Venerable Father Antonio Margil is one of the most remarkable Bra 
men in the lustory of the Chureh in America und deserves even more! The 
than this humble ‘sketch; it is to be regretted that so very little is related Sup 
of him in the secular histories of Sin ‘Antonio. ‘Sa 

This illustrious servant of God was born at Valencia, August 8, 
1655. Whether we consider his personal sanctity, the gifts with which? 
he was endowed, or the extent and 
iniportance of his lnbors for the sal- 
vation of souls, his life in all its de- 
tails has been subjected to the rigid 
scrutiny «nd discussion of a process 
of canonization at Rome, so that no 
nitional or local exaggeration can 
be suspected. His home was a 
school of virtue, where he learned 
piety, devotion, mortification and a 
it love for the poor. Asa child he 
deprived himself of food to give it 
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| Mis 
to the needy. From the age of reza- VA Pesi 
son he placed himself in the arms of a a s Bea 
his crucified Lord und showed such se] | an 
a comprehension of religious truths weg fait! 
that at the age of nine he was a yeu! 
allowed to make his first comimun- i 
ion. From that moment the Church | 
became his home. He served all the *T 
Musses he could and the hours not VEN. ANTONIO MARGIL,0.S$.F. er 


spent in school, at study, or in the 


services required hy his parents were spent before the altar. Attheage) 4 
of sixteen he sought admission into the strict Franciscan convent. Asa alle 
novice he wished to do the humblest and most liborious duties of the) 
house, was obedient, full of the spirit of mortificatiov and prayer, exact) fOr ' 
in performing the various prescriptions of the rule, and always cheerful the 
and affable. ' ‘Fra: 


Contiuued on pape 14. 
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CHAPTER III. 
PERIOD OF FORMATION. 


‘Fray Miguel Nufiez performed in 1718 the first baptism in San 
)Antonio.” Here is the record of this baptism as found in the first 
Register. In the year 1718 on the eighth day of July by order of the 
Purish Priest of this Mission of San Antonio de Valero, I anointed with 
Holy oil and Chrism, and solemnly baptized an infant one year old, 
lee spon by name, the legitimate son of Michael Galiana and Mariela. 
3) The sponsors were the Generial of the Pueblo of Santiagoand Dfia Maria 
|) Sepope, and in faith hereof I affix hereto my signature; the day the 


. ‘month and the-year us above. 
Fray MicueL, NUNEz. 


ch} Here appears the record of the nomination of Fray Francisco 
Hidalgo as superior of the Mission of San Antonio. 
‘By order and commission of the Reverend Father of the Holy 
‘Cross of Queretaro, Fray Diego de Alcantara, I received this Mission ot 
})San Antonio de Valero from Fray Anthony of San Buenaventura y 
“Olivares, on the 8th of September, 1820. In faith whereof I sign. 
Fray Francisco Hmateo. 


4 This is a remarkable epoch in connection with the Mission of San 
| Antonio. I insert the following reeord in order to introduce a great «nd 
"holy personage, Fray Antonio Margil de Jesus : 
| On the 4th of February, 1720, with the permission of the Rev. 
|) Father Fray Anthony, of Sau Buenaventura y Olivares, Minister of this 
‘Mission of San Antonio de Valero, I baptized Anastasio, an infant, the 
1) legitimate son of Baltazar Belero, of the tribe of Pamalla, and Juana 
Curdenas, belonging to the tribe of Payugan. The Godfather was 
| Santiago de Vegn, a soldier, whom I advised of his obligations. In 
faith whereof I afhix hereto my signature, the day of the month and the 
yeny as above. Fray Antonio MaRrGIL DE JESUS.” 





Mention is made of three more persons baptized by Father Murgil. 
/ They sent for mo,” he says, ‘whilst I was in the presidio of San 
Antonio, to see two Indians in Rancheria Grande, on the 16th of March, 
(1721. The Indian’s name was Patrick, and he was very old; the second 
ze) Was 1 woman named Josefa, aged 30 years.” Another Indisn woman, 
a) called Gabriela, was also baptized by him and was bnried in the cliireh. 
ie) More than a passing notice is due this holy priest, wlio did so much 
et) for the church of San Antonio (we therefore give the sketch opposite); 
dl the ground on which we tread was twice visited by the saintly 
Franciscan. 


z 
| 
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When the time of his ordination «approached he prepared himself for 
it with great recollection and intense reverence. Whena call was made 
for twenty-four fathers for the Ameriean Missions, Father Anthony 
Maurgil offered his services. He took ship and after « favorable voyage 
arrived at Vern Cruz. Hence he set out on foot, trusting to publie 
charity and reached the Convent of the Holy Cross in Querétaro in 1683. 
He gave Missions in Queretaro and the City of Mexieo. Having been 
selected to labor in Yueaten, he journeyed back to Vera Cruz on foot, 
took ship again and reached his destination in safety. He then entered 
the missionary fiell with greater setivity, displaying wonders of zeal, 
until he sank under excessive labor ancl the practices of rigorous penance, 
He heeame go ill that it was jindged wise to give him extreme unction, 


Recovering, as if bv miracle, he traversed Central Ameriea, constantly © 


giving Missions. He crowned his labors by establishing a Missionary 
College de Propaganda Fide in the city of Guatemala, of which he be- 
enme the Guardian. His lxbors and knowledge seemed supernatural, 
Appearing in many cases, to be at work in two places at once. 

From Guatemala he was summoned to Zaeatéeas to organize an 


Apostolic College in that city. By order of the King he next went to 


establish Missions in Nazavit. Such were the labors-of this great nian, 
when with his little band of fathers be came to found Missions in Texas. 
In July of 1716, he founded a Mission among the Nacodoches, The fol- 
lowing March he renched the Adayes in the present state of Louisiana 
und near the sheet of water still called ‘the Spanish Lake.” Here 


learning that the French at Natchitoches had never bad a priest; he 


walked on foot to the place in order to suy Mass for them. He 
preached, and adininistered the Sacriuments to thei. 

But seeing that the Missions arouud Natchitoches give little hopes. 
of success he resolved to return to San Antonio in orderto reinforce the 
Missions there and establish them on a tirm basis, Meanwhile Father 
Margil had been elected Guardian of the College of Zacatécas, but when 
he was notified of the uppointment, he refused the ofthce and spent four 
years in his Indian work. The Venerable Father Margil after having 
consolidated all his Missions jin and areund San Antonio, resumed his 
Missions in Mexico. There he continued till he was stricken down by 
illness. He was taken to Mexico and on reaching the grest Convent he 
insisted on entering the Church to adore our Lord im the Sacrament of 7 
his Love. ‘Then he entered his cell and making a general confession of his 
innocent life with great compunetion he received the Holy Viatienn and 
Extreme Unction and expired. The fame of his virtues aud miracles 
induced the ecclesiastical authorities of the City of Mexico to petition 


Continued to page 16. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
DEVELOPMENT. 


The beginnings were small. Thus, in the Missions of the Rio 
Grande, under the heading ‘Records of the Baptisms of Indians of this 
Mission of San Francisco Solano for the year 1710,” two baptisms are 
mentioned ; two more for 1711, ten in 1712, nine in 1713, Fray José 





FIRST OR MISSION DE LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION. 
Photo by Franklin. 


Soto being the minister. This year, 1718, the Mission was transferred 
to San José, Fray Francisco Ruiz being minister. In 1715 there were 
two baptisms and in 1716 two more, when the Missions on the Rio 
Grande were abandoned. 

When the Futhers went among the Hierbipiamos the number of 
baptisms for six years was as follows: In 1721, two baptisms; 1722, 
six; 1723, seven, Jose Gonzales being minister. Fray Francisco 
Hidalgo signs seven baptisms in 1724. Fray Jose Gonzales signs seven 
for the year 1725, und Fray Miguel Santillano de Paredes tive in the 
year 1726. These Priests, it appears, were residents in San Antonio, 
and went occasionally among the Indian nations of the Hierbipiamos. 








th 
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for his canonization. His cause was introduced and in 1778 his remains 


"i were enshrined by the Archbishop of Mexico. 
His virtues were declared heroic by Pope Gregory XVI in 1836. 
Further measures are being taken in order to bring about his solemn 
heatification. 
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In the same period the names of Fathers Espifiosa and Sanz, Josepn 


Rodriguez, Benedict Sanchez, Peter of Mendosa, Manuel Castellanos, 


Juin Suarez, Lorenzo Garcia Botello, Joseph Gonzales of San Antonio; 


and Brother Luis Montedoca, who perished in a prairie fire, may he 


mentioned here as inen of eminent virtue. 

Fray Benito Sanchez and Fray Salund de Amaya appear to have 
had a very active ministry in San Antonio in 1727 and 1728. 

On the 14th of February, 1729, the King of Spain ordered four 
hundred families to be transferred from the Canary Islands to San 
Antonio. Fourteen families arrived the next year, and the city of San 
Fernando was founded. Near it was the presidio or garrison of San 
Antonio, which in time gave its name to the city also. A chapel was at 
once raised till a proper parish church could be built. 

In 1730, 17381, 1732, Fray Jose de la Garza was parish Priest. On 
the 1ith of July, 1732, the first baptistn is recorded as having been 
performed within the walls of the chapel. 

The new town was strengthened in 1731 by the removal to its 
vicinity, by the order of the Viceroy, of the Assinais Missions, those of 
Sin Francisco, Concepcion and San Jose. 

The Mission Concepcion was erected on the 5th of March, £731. 
The register of San Fernando shows that marriages were celebrated in 
the church of La Concepcion froin 1733 to 1790, and that Father Fray 
Gabriel de Vergara was the first parish Priest. Here is the list of all 
the religious, whose names appear in the records as having administered 
the Sacraments in the Church of Concepcion from 1733 to 1790: Fray 
Jose de Gonzabal, 1734; Beuito de Santa Ana, 1735; Benito Fernandez, 
1737: Joachin Camargo, 1738; Francisco y de Gonzabal again, 1741; 
Francis Caystano de Asonte, 1748; Miguel de Aranda, 1753; Pedro 
Parras, 1756. 

On the 21st of November, 1759, Bishop Francisco de Buenaventara 
de Tejada visited the Mission Concepcion. 

Francisco de Aparicio, 1761; Jose Guadalupe, 1762; Pedro Parras 
again, 1764; Juan Jose Saens, 1765; Acyclar Valverde, 1766; Estevan 
de Salazar, 1767. All the above were members of the College of 
Missionaries of Queretaro. The following belong to the College of 
Zacatecas: Fray Maria Francisco Lopez, 1773; Jose Manuel Gonzalez, 
1779; Mariano Ont. Nasconzelo, 1780; José Maria Garcia, 1783; Jose 


Maria Camarino, 1788; José Mariano Rojo, 1790. 
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st. Antony of Padua.: 


{NAMESAKE AND PATRON OF SAN ANTONIO.) 











S THE subject chosen for our frontispiece (an photograph from the 
| painting by Murillo), since the history is that of the San Antonio 
diocese, which takes its title from the city of San Antonio, which 

in turn bears its happy name in honor of that great and good man, St. 


Autony, of Padua: to bear whose name, our dear city herself is none | 


the less honored. Huving been named by Spaniards, her naune is 
Spanish, **San Antonio.” | 

The natural questions as to why St. Antony was worthy of the 
houor. and why our city and diocese is honored hy the name, make a 
biographical sketch of St. Antony quite pertinent here. 

This great apostle and famous companion of St. Francis of 
Assissi, was born at Lisbon, Portugal, on the feast of the Assimnption 
of the Blessed Virgin (August 15) in the yenr 1195. His father, 
Martin of Bonillon. wis one of the bravest otlicers of Alfonso I and 
Sancho I, Kings of Portugal, and was « descendant of the immortal 
Godfrey of Bouillon, conqueror of Jerusalem, and first of the ern- 
saders. His good mother, Mary Teresa Tavera, was a descendant of 
a King of the Asturias. Besides the earthly glory enjoyed by this 
favored couple, they claim our reverence and awaken our pious senti- 


ments on account of their Chri-tian virtues, their lively faith, sincere F 


piety and ardent charity, which were inestiinable treasures whence the 
soil of the child (our Saint) was to draw nourishment for that sanctity 
which was Inter to be a light to many throughout the world, illumining 
their way and guiding them to eternal happiness. 

St. Autony at baptism received the name of Ferdinand (Fernando), 
changing it to Antony (Antonio) when he entered the Order of Friars 


Minor of St. Francis, of Assissi, which will be noted hereafter. At. 


the age of five years he made a vow of chastity in honor of the Inmue- 
ulate purity of the Blessed Virgin, consecrating himself to virginity for 
the love of God. At the age of fifteen he joined the Canons Regular 
of St. Augustine, in Lishon, remaining two years; after which he went to 
the parent house of the Order, at Coimbra, where he spent eight years, 


chiefly in the study of philosophy and theology, the sacred Scriptures § 


and the Fathers of the Church. His progress in his stuilies and over 
the path of sanctity were the adnuration of his companions. 


* The above sketch is compiled from the “Lives of the Saints of the Three Orders of St. 
Francis,” translated from the Aureole Seraphigue,” of VerY Rev. Father Leon, 0 S. F. 


Continued on page 2, 
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ERECTION OF THE CuourcH OF San FERNANDO— INTERESTING 
DocuMENT FROM THE ARCHIVES OF Bexar County. 
TRANSLATED FROM THE SPANISH. 


Roya, Presipto or San Antonio DE Bexar, | 
Frnruary 1i, 1738. 


Considering that the room appropriated at the time of the erection 
of this Presidio for the celebration of the Holy Sueritice of the Mass, 
und now nsed as a parish church, bag no tabernacle, font or other 
ornaments requisite for decorum of the Ministrations of the Sacraments, 
therefore, in view of tho representation to the effect laid before me hy 
Padre Don Juan Rezio de Leon, Curate, Vicar and Ecclesiastical Justice 
of the town of San Fernando (outside this Presidio), I have resolved, jointly 
with the Justice and Town Council, for the better service of God, our 
Lord, the promotion of divine worship and public convenience, that a 
Parish Church shall be erected under the invocation of the Virgin of the 
Cundalaria and our Lady of Guadalupe, for whom this populution 
profess a particidar devotion. 

To this effect, and with the assistance of said Curate and Ecclesiastic 
Justice, and the Justice and Council of this town, I proceci to the election 
of the most eligible site for the erection of sail church, which site was 
marked out in a location convenient for both the residents inthe town and 
in the garrison. There being no other resources for the coustruction 
of this edifice but the donations that may he offered hy:pious souls of both 
localities, I hereby ordain that the Justice and Town Council of San 
Fernando shall appoint to collect the donations, and with the proceeds 
thereof begin and superintend the work of construction; two trustees 
uniting in their persons both requisites of zeul for the service of God 
and skill, who shall faithfully appropriate the revenue they may obtain 
to the completion of our holy nndertaking, and give « correct account in 
due form to the Justice and Town Council. 

Thus, I, Prudencio Orobio de Barterra, Governor and Captain 
General of the province of ‘Texas and New Philippines have decreed and 
signed, to which I testify. 

PruDENC1IO DE Oronto BarTERRA. 
Signed before me Francisco Josepli de Arocha. 

Town of San Fernzndo, Government of Texas and New Philippines, 
the 18th day of February, 1738. 

We, the Justice and Town Council of which we are meibers, 
Manuel! de Nis and Ignacio Lorenzo de Armas, both ordinary Alealdes, 
and the Ayidores, Juan Leal Goraz, Juau Curbelo, Antonio de Los 
Santos, Juan Leal Albarez, Vicente Albarez, Traviero and Antoniv 
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Rodriguez, in pursuance of the above decree, do hereby appoint the 
Chief Alguazil of this town, Vicente Albarez Traviero and Francisco 
José de Arocha, trustecs for the construction of a Parish Church under 
the invocation of the Virgin de la Candalaria and our Lady of Guadalupe. 
which construction Is to be coinpleted by means of the donations offered 


| by the residents of this town and the Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar, 


on a site wready appointed. Said Chureh shall be thirty varas in length 


and six in breadth, including vestry and baptismal chapel, its principal 


door opening to the east und pointing on the Plaza of this town, and its 
rear door to the West und fronting on the Plaza of the Presidio. With full 
contidence in the zeal and skill of the two nforesaid Trustees, we expect 
that they will use their utiuost exertions for the workmanlike: construc- 
tion of said Parish Church, aud give due aud correct account of their 
receipts and disbursements. 

In consequence whereof, we hereby notify them of their appoint- 
ment, in order that without loss of tinte, they may take such measures as 


) may be conducive to the conipletion of our Holy undertaking. And for 


due authenticity of these presents, we have jointly signed, the day, 
month nd year, as above said; those who were unable to write making a 
mark instead of their signature —|-, Jonacio Lorenzo, —|-—, Juan Leal 
Goraz. Autonio de Los Santos, Juan Leal, Vicente Albarez Travieso, 
Antonio Rodriguez Mederos, Francisco José de Arocha. 

Before adjourning, we the Justice and Town Council, have notilied 
the Trustees therein mentioned, of the above act who have accepted as 
they do, hereby accept the appointment of Trustees made in their per- 
sons and promised that, without loss of time, they will appropriate for 
the construction of said Parish Chureh sueh donations as they may re- 
ceive for that purpose, and give due and faithful accounts of their re- 
ceipts and disbursements to such judges or justices who may take cog- 
nizance thereof. Given and signed by the Justice und Town Council, 

|, Ignacio Lorenzo de Armas, Juan Leal Goraz, Antonio Santos, Juan 


| Leal, Vicente Albarez Traviero, Antonio Rodriguez Mederos, Francisco 


Jose Arocha. 

Town of San Fernando, Governnient of Texas and New Philipines, 
the 25th day of February, 1738. The following amounts were received 
by the aforesaid Trustees, already mentioned, residents of said 
town and the Presidio of San Antonio, to be appropriated to the erection 
of a Parish Chureh to-wit: (Here follows the names and amount sub- 
scribed. ) 

Don Prudengia Orobio Barterra, Governor and Captain General of 
this Province, $200; Don Juan Rezio de Leon, Curate, Vicar and 
Eclesiastic Justice, $25; Dou Jos é de Urutia, Captain of the Company 
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SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 


For ten years he remained with the Augustinians, whom he daily 
edified. It so happened that in 1220 the remains of some Friars mar- 
tyred in Morrocco were brought to Coinbra and the relics deposited at 
tle Monastery of the Canons. Venerating their relics, and meditating 
their zeal, Ferdinand’s heart became aflame with the holy desire to 
follow their example and earn their glorions fate. He therefore sought 
and obtained permission from the Superior of the Augustinians to leave 


their community to join the Friars Minor of St. Francis. He ,then| 


joyfully hastened to inform the Franciscans, and next day exchanged 
the white tunic of the Canons Regular for the coarse, lowly habit of 
the Friars; at which time he took the nune of Antony, it being about 
July, 1220. 

He obtained his hea’t’s desire, and was sent to Africa, where he 
hoped to secure a martyr’s crown, but God willed otherwise. Being 
attacked by a malignaut fever, he was ordered back by his Superiar. 
The vessel on which he sailed was thrown out of her course by a violent 
storm and carried to Sicily. From there Antony went to A-sissi, 
where he met St. Francis for the first time, a general chapter being 
convoked there at that time, 1291. 

Antony, while being learned and able, was extremely humble, pre- 
ferring to be the least rather than expose his own talents; he therefore 


remained for some time unknown to his superiors, but his talents 7 


having been discovered he was commanded by St. Francis to preach to 
the people. This be continued to do for nine years; that is, until bis 
death. His words had such power over souls, and were acconipuiied 


by such striking miracles that the titles ‘Tle Apostle,” ‘The Thauna- | 


turgus” were nnanimously bestowed on him by the people. 
Antony's biographers tel! us that when he prenelicd, whole cities 


and towns turned out to hea him, and churches being too small to| 
accommodate his audiences he generally sought the open fields in which | 


to prencl:. The force of his invincible logic,.and the charm of his 
extraordinary charity, obtained for him the title of ‘Hammer of 
Heretics.” His eloquence and profound knowledge of the Seriptiures 
secured for him from Pope Gregory LX the glorious title of “Ark of 
the Testument;” and so numerous and wonderful were the iniracles 
attending his labors that he was further called the ‘* Woitder Worker,” 
there seeming to be no limit or measures to his power with God. His 
pulpit became a school of sanctity and learning. 

In 1294 he was sent by St. Francis to preach in France, where he 
brought numbers back to the path of truth and virtue. In 1295 he was 


in Montpeher, where he wrote his Commentary on the Psalms, which & 


was the principal literary work of his short life, during which, notwith-| 


Continued on page 2. 
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® of said Presidio, $100; Don Manuel de Nis, Ordinury Alcalde of first 


yote, offered ten cart loads of stones; Don Ignacio Lorenzo de Armas 
Ordinary Alcalde of second vote, $10; Don Juan Leal Goraz, Senior 
Regidor; offered one yearling bull, worth $4; Don Antonio de Los 
Santos Regidor $10; Don Juan Curbelo, Regidor, $10; Don Juan Leal 
IAlburez, Regidor, offered 10 f:negas of corn at $2 each, $20; Don Vicente 


 Albarez Traviero, first Alguazil, $20; Don Francisco José de Arocha, 


$10; Don Antonio Rodriguez Mederos, Collector of the town revenues, 
offered 20 cart loads of stones; José Leal offered 2 fanegas of corn 


and a vearling bull worth $8; Patricio Rodriguez, $10; Francisco Del- 
gado, $10; Juan Delgado, $10; José Antonio Rédriguez, #2C; Martin 


Lorenzo de Armas, otfered one yearling bull, $4; Antonio Ximenes of- 
fered one yearling bull, $4; Bernardo Joseph offered one yeurling bull, 
$6; Francisco Decal y Musquiz, $6. 


MEMBERS OF PRrsIDIAL GARRISON. 


Don Matheo Lezrez, Lieutenant in sail Conipany, offered two 
yearling bulls, $8; Don Juan Gualban, Ensign in said Company, $6; 
Ascensio de! Raso, Sergeant in said Company, $10; Manuel de Caravaxal, 
$2, Juan Flores, $1; Antonio Martin Saucedo, $1; Francisco Flores, $4; 
Lorenzo de Castro, $2; Nicolas de Curavaxal, $4; Thoribio de Urutia, $1; 
Mathias de La Cerda, 50 cents; Luis Maldonaldo, $2; Pedro Contrillo, 
#1; Cayetano Perez, $4; José Padron, $10; Sebastian Rincon, 50 cents; 
Joseph Ximines 50 cents; José Antonio Flores, $1; Andres Hernandes, 
$2, Xavier Perez, $4; Ignacio Urrutia, $10; Pedro de Urrutia, $5; 
Joachin de Urrutia, $2; Miguel Nunez Murillo, $30; Don Gabriel Cos- 
tales, Captain Commanding the Presidio de la Bahia del Espiritu Santo, 
$25..To which must be added the amount of alms collected on the 11th 
of May, the day of the laying of the corner stone, $17.75. Total, $6424. 

We, the Justice and menibers of the Council of this town, assembled 
in ordinary session, for conferring On matters relative to our common 
welfure, in view of the decree therein above extended, of the Governor 
and Cuptain General of this Province, Don Prudencio Orobiode Burterra, 
in view also of the annexed instruments, and of the small amonnt of do- 
nations offered toward the erection of » church, have resolved that the 
donations shall be transmitted to Don Juan Recio de Leon, Curate, Viear 
and Ecclesiastic Justice of this town and correspouding jurisdiction, in 
order that he be pleased to declare said church a Parish Chureh, under 
the hercin above meutioned invocation and patronage, said decision and 
declaration to be transmitted to the Trustees appointed by us, who will 
state herein below, whatever further donations they may receive toward 
our pious undertaking. 
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standing, his labors and harvests were so abundant. At one time that J 





book was stolen, but it was miraculously restored. From Montpelier | 


the ‘‘Adoring Ass” took place; monuments still exist in testimony of 


he went to Toulouse, Puy and Bourges, where the famous miracle of 


it. The miracle was repeated later at Rintini, Italy, where » Chapel | 


still stands to memoriilize the prodigy. Later he labored at Chateau- 


raux, Berri, Arles, Brive and Limoges, At Limoges, as at Montpelier, | 


St. Antony wus accorded the miracle of bilocation, that is, to be in 1wo 
places at the same time. 

In the neighborhood of Limoges, lived Lord Chateauneuf who al- 
ways extended hospitality to Antony, having a small house set apart 
fo. his special use. It was during one of his sojourns with this kind 
gentleman, that the miracle took place, which furnished the subject so 


generally adopted by artists in portraying our saint. There it was that 


Jesus—the lover of our souls—came to Antony in the form of a little 
child, permitting himself to be received in the arms of our Saint whom 
He fondly caressed. (Forthis reason is St. Autony represented with 
the Holy child in his arms.) Lord Chateauneuf who saw the vision, 
was made to promise to never revenl it before the death of the Saint, 
which promise he kept. 

Upon the death of St. Francis in 1226 St. Antony left France, and 
went to Rome, by way of Provence and Marseilles—where his fame had 
long since preceded him. Here he preached at the command of Pope 
Gregory IX to some assembled pilgrims of different nations ‘and lan- 
guages, when, beliold ! the ‘miracle of tongues,” such as occurred in Jeru- 
salem on Pentecost day, wus renewed, for each listener heard the ser- 
nion in his own native language; all were amazed and edified. It was 
this memorable Occasion that induced the Pope to confer the title be- 
fore mentioned. 

In 1227, at the General Chapter, Anthony was appointed Provincial 
of Bologna, where the heresy of Cathari was ravaging the faith of the 
people. At Rimini, he preached to the fishes of the sen, with great 


success, converting many heretics who had from curiosity, ineredu- | 


lously followed him to see the result. In 1230 he went to Assisi where 
the translation of the body of St. Francis was to fake place. He also 
spent some days on the Sacred Mountain of Alvernia, to take a much 
needed rest, and to’ prepare for fresh labors. 

In 1231 he preached in Padua during Lent and then evangelized the 
neighboring towns. Towards the end of May of that year, he was 
warned by Revelation that the hour of his reward was drawing near, 30 


in June he retired to Campo San Pietro, (near Padua) to a hermitage | 


where he gave himself up to prayer and meditation. Finding his 


Continued on page 26. 
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hat & Resolved and signed by the Justice and members of the Council of 
lier | said town, the second day of May 1788, to which I, the Secretary do 
of § certify: Ignacio Lorenzo de Armas, Juan Leal Goraz, —!-, Antonio 

of § Santos, Juan Leal, Vicenti Albarez Travicro, 
pel I, Don Juan Recio de Leon, Curate, Vicar and Ecclesiastic Justice 
#1U- of this town of San Fernando, and the Royal Presidio of San Antonio 
er, — «de Bexar, in view of the «decree of the Governor of this Province, 
wo © February 17, 1738, and of other acts before mentioned, inclnding the act 
of transferring to me the donations by the Council of tlis town, in date 

al- © of the end of May instant. 

art I hereby declare that having waited on the Governor, Don Prudencio 
ind | Orobio de Bavterra, in his mansion and there exposed to His Excellency 
so | the indecent condition of the place appropriated for the celebration ofthe 
hat |) Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the same being 2 room in the quarters of the 
tle | soldiers of the garrison, having no safe plice wherein to deposit the orna- 
on) ments, without a Tabernacle and Font, with clods of earth for substitutes 
ith for an altar, the whole being eminently advcrse to, and abusive of the 
Ou, decorum which should attend the ministrations of the Holy Sacrements; 
at, — His Excellency’s christian heart felt deeply all these inconveniences and 
in consequence, issued the before mentioned «lecree herein, and pursn- 
tad | .ant to which the illustrious Couneil of this city requested me to declare 


ind the new building erecting now at cost of donations offered by this poor 
ype | population a Parish Church under the invocation of our Lady de La 
an- — Candalas‘ia and our Lady of Gnadalupe. 
'u- I, therefore, by virtue of the Ecclesiastic powers with which I am 
er vested in the exercise of my duties and privileges, do declare that said 
vas )  cliureh shall be the Parish Church of this town and the Presidio of San 
be- Antonio, under the invocation of the Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of 
_ God, our Lady ‘*de La Candelaria” and our Lady of Gnadalupe, 
‘ial whom [humbly pray to accept and look down with: merciful eyes on 
the this new edifice, tend to hold it, under her special protection and favor, 
ant Moreover, San Fernando and San Antonio being the Guararans of this 
lu-  tvvon and Presidio, 1 elaim also their rights to this church. 
ere | I request to be supplied with an authenticated copy of the donations, 
Iso w order that I may forward it to his eminence the illustrious Bishop of 
ch Guadalajara, who in view thereof will ordain whatever he judges con- 
venient for the service of both majesties—-Goud and the King. 
he [hereby tender my most heartfelt thinks to his Excellency for the 
rag § zeal and love for religion he evinced in promoting an undertaking so 
80 ugreeable to buth God and the King, nor will I omit to give this their 
ge decree to the illustrious town council, but in presence of the small 


nis | ‘tmount.and inefliciency of the donations collected, I most humbly re- 
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strength failing he asked to be taken to Padua, but to avoid tae crowd B < 
| and eagerness of the people, he was taken to Orcella, where the Friars BH « 
t) had a small house. There, on June 13th, 1231, he confessed and re- 
ceived Holy Communion (viaticum) and in « transport of joy he sang with § 
a faint voice, his favorite hymn ‘‘O Glorioss Domina” and in the midst & 
of his weeping brethern, the peacefully expired. He was but 36 years 
of age. 

So numerous and remarkable were the miracles at his tomb, that | 
Pope Gregory IX inscribed his name on the lst of Saints the follow- 
ing year, ut which canonization the church bells of Rome rang out their 
joyful peals, without visible or hnman ringers. St. Anthony is a uni- 
versal favorite, being loved and venerated by all nations and classes. He 
is invoked particularly for the recovery of lost or stolen articles, favors, 
graces, etc. — 
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In 1892 it was proposed and popularly sanctioned to erect (in San { 
Antonio) a handsome bronze statute, in honor of this great good man, 
our noble patron and namesake, but for several reasons. the undertaking 
wus postponed indefinitely. About 1895, it is said that Mrs. BE. D. L. { 
Wickes, (who enjoys 2 particular devotion to this Saint) proposed to 


erect on the Alimo Plaza (in joint commemoration of her lumented hus- c 
band and our city’s namesake), a beautiful granite monument and foun- F , 
tain which was to be surmounted, by 2 bronze statue of our Suint, the B . 
cost of which work was to be nbout $5,000. Since the city’s permiasion 
Was necessary, application was mude to our “business adimiuistration,’ 


who, evidently feared that up-to-date agnostics and A. P. A’s might 
charge them with religiousness, or of being Jesuits, so they made some 
unacceptable suggestion or counter-proposition, which most successfully 
defeated the project and deprived our city of a handsome ornament, 
euning nothing for themselves save discredit. 

Now notwithstanding this bit of past experience, it is ever to he 
hoped that our people will one day, unanimously join hands and grace- 
fully accomplish this truly commenduble idea to the honor of 


‘San ANTONIO.” 


— —— —-=-_ 
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quest them not to relax in their zeal for the completion of the new 
edifice so important to the service of God. 

Considering that the Marquis of Casa Fuerte, late Viceroy of New 
Spain (may he rest in peace) when issuing his decree for the foundation 
of the town of San Fernando, ordered that Mass should be attended in 
the Presidio of San Antonio, contiguous to said town, until provisions 
should be made for the erection of a church, which provi-<ions are stil] 
to be made, [ request his Excellency the Governor to refer to the Lllus- 
trious and Most Excellent Viceroy of New Spain and obtain his action 
on the subject. 

Signed at San Fernundo de Bexar, the 16th day of June, 1738, iu 
presence of my Secretary, to which I certify—Don Juan Recio de Leon, 
Signed in my presence, Alberto Lopez. 

Roya! Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar, the 15th day of June, 
1738. I, Don Prudencio OQrobio de Barterra, Governor and Captain 
General of Texas, certify that I have received the above documents: 
Prudencio Orobio de Barterra. 

The Justice and Town Council of San Fernando to the Governor and 
Captain General of Texas. 

The Justice and Town Council, in the names of their fellow resi- 
dents of this town appear before your Excellency in due legal form, and 
as best suits the welfare and prosperity of our town and say that in the 
year 1731, when coming from the Canary Islands. we arrived at this 
destination, the King, {May God preserve him) having plentifully sup- 
plied at his own expenses to our transportation by and over land, we 
began building our houses agreeably to the orders of the Inte Viceroy 
Margnis de Casafuerte on the 28th of November, 1730, laying outa 
square for the erection of a church and other royal and public edifices. 
We are however, still suffering the inconvenience to attend Mass and 
fufill onv other religious duties in one of the rooms appropriated to thut 
effect, when the Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar was built; that place 
is so untit for its holy destination, and moreover in such a ruinous con- 
dition that a strong Christian feeling only, may induce us to expose our 
lives under its roof. Your Excellency, feeling our sad situation and 
perhaps, prompted by a higher impulse, arged the residents of the town 
and soldiers of the garrison, to make their exertions for the construction 
of a chureh as becoming as the feeble resources of the country would 
allow, proceeded in company with the Town Council, to select 1 location 
to that effect and were pleased to contribute two hundred dollars of your 
own private purse toward the expenses of our holy undertaking, which 
generosity, we canuot refrain fron acknowledging here, at the risk of 
wounding your Exceellency’s modesty. At your Excellency and our 
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virtuous Curate’s example, the whole population and garrison, cheer- 


fully brought their offerings in proportion to their reduced means, how- 


ever, and although the proportion and architecture of the new edifice 


are as modest as consisteut with its destination, the amounts collected 
will hardly cover one-fourth of the contemplated expenses of construc- 
tion and we have just reasons to apprehend a discontinuation of the 


) work. 


In this emergency, we deem it our duty to expose to your Excel- 
lency, that if we are not deceived by our limited intelligence, tlie ex- 
pense of constructions of a church ought to be supported by the Royal 
Treasury. We found our assertion on the very orders already alluded to 


of His Excellency the Marquis de Casafuerte, and which contains a 


provision that we shall attend Mass temporarily in the chureh of the 
Presidio of San Antonio until arrangenients are made to build a church, 
which disposition may be constructed in such manner that the King, our 
only benefactor and who has already shown us repeated evidences of his 
favor had the intention to assume the expense of that important re- 
quisite for a Cuéholie town. 

We might be reproached had we not applied to the Viceroy; the 
reproach could, however, not be well founded, since we have repeatedly 
charged our Procuratcrs and Deputies to the Court of Mexico to pre- 
sent our request to that effect to His Excellency, with other represen- 
tatives touching the welfare of our sinall community. Moreover, several 
persons who went to Mexico for their private business, and were received 
at the Coitrt of Mexico, assured us, that, when they took leave of the 
Viceroy, His Lordship was pleased to say: ‘‘Go my sons, I have al- 
ready made provisions for the construction of your church.” Our late 
Curate Don José de la Garza, preteuds to know to a certainty, that the 
Viceroy had appropriated for that purpose five thonsand dollars of 
the Royal Treasury, still we never received advice of any such favor, 
and continue worshipping God in an indecent barracks room, our limit- 
el means precluding further pecuniary sacrifices. 

Your Excellency, whomay with just title be considered as the first 
promoter of our pious undertaking, as the only person to whom we 


recur for earthly relief in our sad situation. 


We therefore beg that you be pleased in view of the impossibilities 
with which we are surrounded, to make your exertions, consider that 
the Viceroy may be informed as promptly us possible of the disadvan- 
tages under which we are laboring, and extend to us a slight pecuniary 
assistance, by doing so, he will serve both God and the King. 

We beg your Excellency to receive kindly this supplication and to 
do as we request, by which you will confer on us justice and favor. We 
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Floresville. 
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LORESVILLE, the county seat of Wilson Couuty, is situated inf 
ubout the geograplhieul centre of the county, on the main line of f 


the San Antonio & Aransas Puss Railroad, thirty-two miles south 

of San Antonio. It has a population of 1,100, while the adjoting 
(Mexican) town of Loli has about two huadred inhabitants. 

Floresville is an old town, bnt was only incorporated im 1891, from 


which date wonderful improvements have taken place. Substantial] 
brick stores and handsome resideuces show the faith that the people have 


in the town, «large cotton oil mill, a bank and an opera house aref 
among the late acquisitions. The Mcthodist, Presbyterian, Catholic 


and Christian denominations have good churet buildings. 


The city has «a splendid system of public schools, ably conducted 


and well attended. 

Wilson County was formed from Bexsr and Guadalupe Counties. 
The soil is « sandy loam prineipally, but in ¢reek and river bottoms is 
found the rich black waxy. Until within a short time back this county 
was given over to stock raising, but now is rapidly filling up with a 
snhstantial class of farmers. The products are principally cotton and 


dt <t 


corn, but vegetables and fruits wre being grown profitably. Mesquite is) 


the prineipal tihnber, but other varieties are found along the streams. 
Situated as it is, newr tne Gulf, it is not subject to drouths, so thie 
furmers can always depend on « crop. | 


St. Anthony’s Messenger, 


Published Monthly by the 


FRANCISCAN FATHERS, or Cincinnati, Onto, 


For the benefit of their POOR STUDENTS. 


It is the organ of the Third Order of St. Francis. Subscription $1 a year. 


A siumple copy free upon application 


Address: QUEEN Crty AVENUE. 








al’, 





HISTORY OF THE OATHOLIC OHURCH. 31 


' further swear to all the requisites, ete. —|— Ignacio Lorenzo de Armas, 


Juan Leal Goras, —|-— Antonio de los Santos, Jian Leal, Vicente Albarez 
Traviero, Antonio Rodriguez Mederos, Juan Delgado. 
Received the above document, a copy of which sliall be extended in 


construction of the proceeding on the subject. The whole to be trans- 


mitted 10 the illustrious Archbishop and Viceroy, for his further 
action. 

Thus I, Prudencio Orobio de Barterra, Governor and Captain 
General, have resolved and signed in presence of iy assisting wituess, 
for want of a notary public: Prudencio Orobio de Barterra, Manuel 
Ramirez de la Pusina, Matheo Antonio de Harbo. 

Roya! Presidio of San Antonio de Bexar July 3, 1738, I Don Pru- 
dencio Orobio de Barterra; Governor and Captain General, ordain that 
Don Vicente Albarez Travievo, Trustee for the construction of the 
Church of San Fernando, shall appear before me, to render an account 


of the donations received by him, toward said construction and declare 


if independently of the 642 dollars and 2 reals herein above mentioned, 
any Other amouuts have been offered and received. 

Thus, I have ordained and signed in presence of my assisting wit- 
nesses for want of a Notary Public, Prudencio de Orobio Barterra, Manuel 
Ruinirez la Puzina, Matbeo Antonio de Harbo. 

Agreeably to the above decree, appenred before me Don Vicente 
Albarez Traviero, who declared that the herein above included statement. 
of monvys received by hii is true and correct, and further said that the 


following amonnts received ure to be added to said statement : 


From Francisco Hernaudez...---.......- 0-4... $10. 
From Martin Flores..... 0.02.0 ....0.6.0--+- ew SH, 
From-J ian Cortinss #.. Sere bee tat bce Pena eee en Oe 
From JOsé@2 Motte gsxnteeas. oes oi SE BE 
Fron f0sé=Perese soe far nes be dees ow oe ee TOeS: 


From José Martinez... 3. 0.26. cette ce ee oe OD. 
The amount previously received as above stated, 642,4. 
Forming a total of six hundred and sixty-six dollars and two reals 

(8666.25) in full of the donations received by the residents of the town 

and sokliers of the garrison, those who have not contributed thus far, 

heing unable to do so, from extreme poverty. 

In testimony whereof, I, the sail Governor and Don Vicente 
Albarez ‘lraviero, have both signed in presence of assisting witnesses, 
to which I certify. Prndeneio Orobio de Burterra, Vicente Albarez. 
Traviero, Manuel Ramirez de Puzina, Matheo Antonio de Harbo. 

The 20th day of June 1738, I, Don Prudencio Orobio de Barterra, 


Governor and Captain General of this the Province of Texas, ordained 








Tf you want to Buy, Sell or Exchinge Houses, Lands, or anything 
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that the present copy should be transcribed from the original docn- 
ments which remain in iny hands, the same having been compsxred and 
corrected in presence of Captain José de Urrutia, and Lieutenant 


~Matheo Pevez, acting with assisting witnesses in absence of a Notary 


Public. Prudencio Orobio de Barterra, Manue] Kamirez de Puzina, 


Matheo Antonio Harbo. 


The original of the above process was transmitted to the superiority 
of the inost Excellent Viceroy, signed Barterra. 

\t] the money collected previously proved insufficient for even the 
rest. of f19 materids necessary for the construction of the church. 








OL SAN FERNANDO OHUROH. 





Later on five thousand dol- 
lirs were contributed by 
the Viceroy, out of the 
royal trensury. ‘he laying 
of the corner stone was 
delayed until 174+. ‘The 
act is thus recorded. 

“On the 8th of May, 
1744, the corner stone of 
the new church of San 
Antonio was blessed, the 
folowing Friars being 
Ministers of the Mission : 
Fray Mariano Francisco de 
los Dolores, Fray Diego 
Martin Garcia, Fray Juan 
de los Angeles.” ‘The act 
of the blessing of the same 


church is set down in the Book of Records as follows : 
“On the 6th of November, 1749 the blessing of our church of San 
Fernando, as well as that of the cemetery took place.” 


CHAPTER V. 


THE REVIVAL. 


In San Antonio and in the surrounding Missions all is in motion, 
the Friar in his silent cell is drawing plans and designs, the lay-brother, 
is superintending the constructions in hand and teaching the Indian how 


to work, and the artist is carving figures and statues. Here we see the 


architect, the artist, the engineer, each busy in his own department. 
) The Mission Churches, the convents, the ‘“scequius” are here to-day to 
attest to the zeal, devotedness, the self-denial of the Franciscan Fathers 


and Brothers. 
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: New Braunfels. 


EW BRAUNFELS wis founded fifty years ago by a colony of 

(Germans, headed by Prince Selms-Braunfels, in whose honor the 

place took its nume. They landed at Indianola, where many died 

frou exposure and disease, but, nothing daunting, pushed on to their 

destination, then 2 barren frontier country filled with hostile Indians. 

Choosing for the town site the high rolling ground overlooking both the & 

| Comal and Guadalupe Rivers, they established themselves and began to 

hy bring order ont of chaos. Searcely any race, save the Germans, could 

, have withstood half the hardships that these settlers were foreed to 

| uudergo. But they have been rewarded for their perseverance, for 
to-day New Braunfels is « substantial town of 3,000 people. 

Two flour mills supply this and tributary counties with flour; her 
woolen mil! has a reputation throughout the entire ‘South; an electric 
light plant, cotton oi] mill, fair grounds, iron works, a bank and an | 
opera house nre hers. It is no wonder her people are proud of sheir § 
Success. | 

Among her enterprising people stands conspicuously Mr. Joe 
Landa, proprietor of the Landa roller mills (which have a capacity of 
five hundred barrels a day). who is also proprietor of the Lands Cotton 
Oil Company, owner of the Comal Springs and Comal River, from 
which he gets the powtr to operate his different industries. He is :so 
owner of Landa park, a delightful resort, adjoining the city. 

New Braunfels is on the International & Great Northern railroad, 
about thirty miles northeast of San Antonio. She has also « good jmblie 
school system und a Catholic Convent, ably conducted and well attended. 
The Catholics and the German Methodists have handsome chureh build- 
ings. New Braunfels stands to-day a monument to pluck, energy and 
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C. HUMMEL & SON 
Dealers in. - Arms and ‘Ammunition 











A full supply of Sporting Articies always on hand. 
Repairing done with neatness and dispatch. 


326 Commerce Street . . SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 





HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 85 






























In 1744 an effort was made to revive the city of San Fernando. 
By this time fifty families of emigrants from the Canaries were 
ealled, some Tlascala Indians had arrived, and we find the Rev. 
Juan Francis de Espronceda Parish Priest and Ecclesiastical Judge 
of the City of San Antonio. On the 8rd of November 1746, the 
Rev. Father Francis Manuel Polanco made an entry that on that day he 
began to administer the Holy Sacraments in the Royal Garrison, with 
the occasional assistance given by the neighboring Franciscan Friars, 
Bartolomew and Diego Martin Garcia. He continued his labors till the 
5th of August 1753. ‘Then Fray Ygnatius Martinez seems to have been 


he the acting Parish Priest. On the 18th of November, 1754, the Rev. 
to! Yguatius Cardeuas becune pastor and continued till the visitation of 
iid Bishop Tejeda. 


An edict of Right Rev. Bishop John Gomez de Pareda Bishop of 
Guadalajara, whose jurisdiction extended over all Texas, issued on the 
24th of March, 1746, fixed the Holy Days of Obligution as follows: 
‘All the Sundays of the year, Easter and Easter Monday, Whit Sun- 
(lay, Ascension, Corpus Christi, Cireamcision, Epiphany, Purification, 
Annunciation, the Nativity of St. John, the Feast of Peter and St. Paul, 
St. Jumes, the Assumption and Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, all Saints, 
the Immaculite Conception, Christmas and the Feast of St. Stephen. 
This is taken from the records of the Chureh of San Fernando, San 
Antonio, 

About this time we notice some great figures appearing on the 
theater of the Texas Missions. Father Maria Francis de los Dolores, 
who found a large town made up of Bidays Indians and other tribes, 
who had received the glad tidings of the Gospel and sent messengers 
subseyuently to San Antonio to ask for missionaries. Several Missions 


were then established by order of the Viceroy. 
ed, Fathers Benedict Fernandez de Santa Ana, Mariano Anda, José 
ld Pinilla, Manuel Mariuno, Parrilla und José Gonzabal on the Ascension - 


day, May 11, went to visit some of their brethren. Suddenly they 
were attacked by the Cocos. A Spaniard who accompanied the 
Fathers was killed and whilst Father Gonzabal was calling out to the 
Indians to tell hin. who they were, he received an arrow through the 
heart. 

In December, 1756, Joachin Bafios and Diego Ximenes from 
Querétaro reached San Antonio. On the 16th of May, 1757, Father 
Silva was killed by a party of. Indians. 

On the 16th of Mirch, 1758, Father Alonzo de Terreros had of- 
fered the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, at day-break and Father Santieste- 
van had just put on his vestments when their ears were saluted by the 


4 
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Col. Ben R. Milarn, Hero. 


The career of this chivalrous martyr to Texas liberty—says: ‘‘ John 
Henry Brown” inhis ‘* Texas Proneers”—posseses romantic interest from 
its Inception to its close. 

He was horn in Ken- 
tucky in 1790, and he 
inherited a love of ad- 
venture and enterprise, | 
which surroundings and 
circumstances en cour- 
ged unlil it became, so 
to speak, a passion. In 
the year of 1812 he 
proved himself a daring 
soldier. Later he tried 
merchandising, an | his 
speculations took him to 
New Orlexns, New York, 
St. Johns, N. B., and 
elsewhere. 

In 1818 we find him 
at the headwaters of the 
Colorado River (Texas) 
trading with the Com- 
anche Indians. In 1819 
he went to New Orleans, 
from where he sailed to 

COL, BEN. k, MILAM. Galveston Island and 

joined Long’s expedi- 

tion to Mexico. There he was taken prisoner along with others. but was 

liberated through the influence of J. R. Poinsett, who was there at the 

time, on a Combnission of Olservation from the United States. Milam 

then returned home. In 1825 he went again to Mexico, again returning 

to the states. Later he became the owner of a steam boat, and was the 
first person to puss such a vessel up the Red River above the raft. 

In 1826 he secured the right to found acolony hetween the Colorado 
and Guadalupe Rivers, above the eld San Antonio road, which franchise 
he sold to London capitalists, who failed to carry out the enterprise. 





Continued on page 38. 
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yells of a large Indian force. When the Indians reached the Mission 
many were recognized us Texans and Biday. They professed friendship 
and esked a letter to the commander of the garrison a few miles off. 
This Father Terreros gave, but they insisted on his accompanying them. 
He mounte| « horse, and had ridden but a few feet from the gate when 
he was shot and with a groan fell dead from his horse. Then the Indians 
made a general attack on the Mission, killing the soldiersstationed there. 
Father Santiestevan fled to the storehouse where he was killed. This 
mission was called San Saba. All these missions enjoyed in 1759 the pre- 
sence of a Bishop, the Right Rev. Francis de San Buenaventura Tejada 
of Guadalajara who during the visitation of his diocese which consisted 
of Guadalajara, Nuevo Leon, Coahuila and Texas, traversed the 
whole of Texas. On the 19th of November, he made a visitation of the 
Church of San Fernando in the City of San Antonio. He was duly re- 
ceived by the*Parish priest Father Cardenas. The visitation showed 
how the church had been neglected. Hereupon the Rev. Father 
Cardenas resigned the Parish, and the Bishop appointed Casimiro Lopez 
de Lara Parish Priest of San Fernando. The Bishop gave orders 
forthe maintenance of a school and schoolmaster, and provided for the 
catechetical instructions to be given by the Parish Priest to the young on 
Sundays and Holy Days. The Bishop inade the visitation of the Mis- 
sions of San Antonio de Valero and of Purisima Concepcion on the 2ist 
of November and entered on the Register of each his approval of their 
management by the Franciscan Fathers in charge, Joseph Lopez and 
Francisco de Aparicio. 

In 1759 an edict of the Right Rev. Friar Francis de San Bnena- 
ventura de Tejada, Bishop of Guadalajara was received and promulgated 
throughout the Parishes and Missions of ‘lexus, the new kingdom of 
Galicia and Leon, the Province of Nayarit, California, Coahuila and 
Texas, making December 12th the Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe, a 
Holy Day of Obligation. Pope Benedict XIV at the petition of the 
Archbishop of Mexico had made the Blessed Virgin the Patroness of the 
whole Province of Mexico. (Register of the Church of San Fernando, 
San Antonio, December 12, 1759.) 

In January, 1761, F thes Ximenes and Joachin Bajios epeawien 
the almost hopeless attempt to convert the Apaches. 

In 1763 Fray Ximenes was elected president of the Texas Missions. 

As & guide to the work done in the Texas Missions we may glance 
at the number of haptisms recorded until 1761: For San Antonio, 
1,772 baptisms; Concepcion, 792; San José, 1,056; San Juan Capistrauo, 
847; San Francisco de la Espada, 815. 

In 1761 Fray José Lopez was Cura de San Fernando. 
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Col. Milamr’s influence with the State Government at Conhuila being 
well known, he was appealed to by the Texas people, to intercele for 
them, so in 1835 he sturted to Monclova, on horse back and alone, 
to serve his fellow Texans, having a scanty supply of dried beef and 
meal,—trusting his faithful ritle for further supplies. Governor Viesca | 
reccived him with welcome and was desirous to grant all, but just then 
Santa Anna liad overthrown the constitutional Govermnient, and, Col. 
Milam, along with Governor Viesca and Dr. John Cameron was taken 
prisoner and confined. One by one however, they escaped and safely 


reached ‘Texas, about October 1835. Just while returning he fell in with FP 


a band of fifty-two Texan volunteers, whom he joined in the capture of 
Goliad, where they defeated the Mexicans. 

Shortly after this, the Texans advinced toward San Antonio, then 
occupied by Gen. Cos, with from 1100 to 1500 Mexican soldiers; the 
Texans numbered from 600 to 1100 under Austin and Burnett. Owing 
to disagreement as to the time and manuer of the attuck, the Texans, 
were delayed from October 27th until December 4th, about eleven miles 
from San Antonio, without making further advance. 

The Vexan soldiers being anxious for action, became disatistied, and 
they came and went as they pleased, finally reducing their numbers to 
600, and great discontent prevailed. Milam fearing lest the whole 
encampment should disband, became restless as a caged lion ancl paced to 
and fro in deep meditation. Late in the evening when he could control 
himself no longer, he bravely stepped out, and in the pluin view of all, 
and called out in a loud voice. 

“Who will follow Ben Milam into San Antonio? Let all who will, 
form a line right here !” 

In the twinkling of an eye 300 bruve men were in Lue and eager for 
command. ‘The entrance into San Antonio was effected with two 
divisions, one under Milam and the other under Francis W. Johnson. 
They encountered heavy firing, but succeeded in gaining lodgement in 
stone houses and for five days tunneled from room to recom and house to 
house. In thus passing from yard to yard, the intrepid Milam was shot 
through the head on December 8th, 1835, at the Veramendi house, on 
Soledad street, near the old County court house. 

The hero was dead, but his spirit, and valor still lived on with his 
fellow soldiers, who kept up his work. Gen. Cos being forced to 
retreat into the Alamo saw his defeat and on December 9th raised the 
white tlag. On the 10th he capitulated, and evacuated San Antonio,— 
thus veryfying the genius and courage of our glorious hero, than 
whom none have been more deservedly loved. 


Continued to page 42. 
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On March 138, 1763, the Rev. Casimiro Lopez de Lara transferred 
the Registers to Rev. Joseph Yidefonso de la Pefia. 

Bishop Tejada died the death of the just, on December 20, 1760, 
atier the second visitation of his immense Diocese from a disease con- 
tracted from riding on horseback through the Missions of Texas. He 
hagan and closed jis cpiscopal career in parts which belong now to 
the United States. 

Fathers Bartholomew and Joseph Guadalupe Prado were Veteran 
Missionaries in Texas about this time. They administered to the Indians 
on the San Antonio and Rio Grande. 

The Mission of San José was the centre of the Texas Missions and 
residences of the President or Superior. 

According to the Register of Sun Antonio some of the Indian tribes 
may be mentiened here: 

Pajalaches, Orejones, Pacoas, Felijayas, Alasapas, Pausanes, Pacu- 
aches, Prin popas, Tacames, Chayopimes, Venadoss, Paniaques, Pehuiques 
Barrados, Sahipoas, Manos de Perro, Sanes, Payaes, Mesquites, 
Quijanes, Pecos, Maraquitas, Campacuis, Carroncahuaces, Xarames, 
Assinais, Ayes, Yatusees, Adayes, Puyayas, Nazonis, Comanches, 
Lipanes, Apuches, Aarames, Payuguane, Siabans, Yoricas, Terocodam, 
Aume, Iparoque, Tripas Blancas, Tohoza, Tequiguan, Cocos, Manuri- 
gin, Yinuan, Hierbipiamos, Telpacotan, Pasalat, Pujalnz, Pamache, 
Sicuipil, Narmme, Patalea, Pachaloque, Telosu, Patumaca, Pusan, 
Telpocata, ete. 

In 1764 the Missionaries who had come from the College of Queré- 
turo withdrew from Texas, leaving this field to those from the College of 
Zacatecis. 

After the death of the Holy Bishop Tejada, Texas remained subject 
to his suecessors in the See of Guadalajara, the Right Rev. Diego Rodri- 
sucz de Rivasde Velasco (1762) and the Right Rev. Fray Antonio Al- 
culde OQ. S. D.; (1772) till the erection of the See of Nuevo Leon or Linares, 
December 15, 1777, at which time Texas was included in the new Dio- 
cese. These Bishops did not visit Texas, but Bishop Alcalde appointed 
the Rey. José Antonio Martinez de Benavides his Vicar General and 
Visitor of Texas and other remote parts of his Diocese. 

The Indian Missions continued under the care of the lranciseans of 
Zacutecus. We see in the old records the names of Fray Manuel 
Carrasco, Francisco Dura, Pedro Fuentes y Fernandez, Bachiller Rafael 
Perez, Fray José Lopez, Fray José Mariano Rojo, Bachiller Francisco 
Gomez Moreno, Fray Francisco Lopez, towards the end of the century. 

In 1777 Fray Pedro Rainirez, Missionary at San José was President 
of all the Texas Missions and by an indult of Pope Clement XIV was 
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empowered to administer confirmation in all parts of Texas. He con- 
ferred the Sacrament of Confirmation for the first time at the Mission of 
San José on May 10, 1778. 

The erection of the fine churches of the Missions of San José, Safi 
Antonio de Valero, La Concepcion, and San Juan Capistrano was due in 2 
great measure to the exertions of Father Ramirez. The Mission and 
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SECOND OR MISSION DE SAN JOSE, 
Phoio. by Franklin 


Charch of San Francisco de lu Espada was the last of the Indian 
Missions near San Antonio. 

The Missions then directed by the zealous Fathers of Zacatecas, 
lowever, were declining under the constant inroads of Lipans and 
Contanches. 

The Missions below the city deserve a special mention. They were 
established, partly to forestall France in the event of boundary disputes 
and partly for the snbjugation snd conversion of the native tribes of 
Indians, There are four important Missions within « few miles of the 
city. They follow the river southward. They are alternately on the 
east and west banks of the river San Antonio. 
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On December 27th, 1835, the General Provisional Government! 
adopted a resolution to erect 1 monument to this most worthy son, in the 
city of San Antonio; but which small tribnte,—so: dearly earned,—has 
never been accorded. 
Our worthy historian ** John Henry Brown” asks, ‘Will it always 


be thus @” and prays ‘‘God forbid.” 


Flatonia. 


LATONLA is on both the Aransas Pass and Southern Pacific rail- 
K roads, about midway between Houston and San Antonio. It is in 
a fine agricultural country, thickly settled, principally by Bohe- 
mians. The settlement about Praha (where the Catholic Church is 
situated, three miles from Flatonia) is the most densely settled portion 
of South Texas. Flatonia has a large coiton oi} mill, a bank, large 
business houses, and is 2 prominent shipping point. Its population is 
about two thousand. 
It was from Flatonia that Rey. Father Forest obtained the lumber 
for the liand-ome chureh of the Sacred Heart, in Halletsville. 





JOHN H. ERB, 


Mantels, Tiles and Grates, Wall Paper, Paints and Oil, 
PICTURE FRAMES, ROOM MOLDING. 


All Kinds of Repair Work a Specialty. ‘ 
: | 
HARD WOOD FLOORS AND WOOD GRILLS. HARD WAX POLISH. | 


Painting and Paper Hanging in all its Brauehes. 


TeLreeiont: No. 465. 
5138 Kast Housron STREET,, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 





HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 43 


stone was laid in 1731, and of all the Mission Churches this one is in the 
best state of preservation. Father Gabriel de Vergara was the first supe- 
rior of the Mission in 1733, then Benito de Santa Anna 1735, Fray Benito 
Fernandez 17387, Fray Joachin Camargo 1738, Fray Francisco 
Cayetano de Azonte 1748, Father Miguel de Aranda 1753, Fray Pedro 
Parras 1756, Fray Francisco de Aparicio 1761, Fray José Guadalupe 
1762, Fray Juan José Snenz 1765, Fray A. Valverde 1766, Estevan 
Zulazar 1768. 

The above belonged to tlie College of Santa Cruz de Querétaro. 

In the vear 1773 the Fathers of the College of N. S. de Guadalupe 
de Zacatecas begun to attend to the Missions: They were Father Maria 
Francisco Lopez 1773, Father José Manuel Gonzalez 1779. Fray 
Mariano Autonio Nasconzelos 1780, José Maria Garcia 1783, Fray 
José Maria Camareno 1788, Fray José Maria Rojo 1790. 

There is mention made in the old records of 248 marriages having 
heen celebrated in the Mission Concepcion from 1731 to 1790. 

The Second Mission, that of San José, iscertainly the most beautiful 
Mission of all the Texas Missions, The Franciscan Friars and Brothers 
did very much towards beautifying it. Its mutilated, yet exqusite ruins 
attest to itshaving been a labor of love. The carving on the entrince, the | 
capitals and windows must have been a wonder in. art, considering the 
time and place of construction. The register of San Fernando Church 
shows the following : 

Baptisms from 1777 to 1823. Marriages from 1775 to 1822. Burials 
from 1781 to 1824. Ministers: Fray Pedro Rantrez in 1777, Fray 
José Francisco de la Cruz, 1782, Fray José de la Maria de Salus, 1783, Fray 
José Ag. Falcon 1785, Fray Pedro Noreno y Luis Gonzago Gomez 
1786, Fray José Manuel Pedrazas 1790, José Maria Rojos 1791, Fray 
José Mar:a Cardenas 1793, Juan José Aguilar, Fray Bernadino Vallejo 
1800, Fray Juan Sepulveda, Juan Maria Huerta 1811, Fray Manuel 
Tellechea 1816, Fray Francisco Trexejo, 1819, Miguel Muro, Fray 
José Antonio Dinz de Leon 1823-1824. Baptisms 1,215. 

The Third Mission or the Mission of San Juan Capistrano was named 
after Santo Giovani di Capistrano, a friar of the Francisenm Order who { 
wis horn In the year 1385 in the little town of Capistrano in Italy. This / 
Mission does not possess the very graceful charm of architecture of the 
other two, yet it is well worth the visitor’s attention, for from its well 
marked out squares and ruined out-buildings one may judge of the general 
plan of these refuges, and of the perseverance of those Franciscan 
Brothers who wrought such wonders out of such unpromising materials. 
In the old records no mention ig made of the Fathers wlio resided there. 


The first Mission, ‘‘ La Conception,” was founded, or rather its corner | 
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The Fourth Mission, or the Mission of San Francisco de la Espada, ‘ 
is in 1 better condition than the Third, and gives a more complete idea ( 
of the purpose and plan of the old Spanish Missions of Texas. Much 
of the old rampart wall is intact, and on the southeust corner is a well- 
preserved bastion which is pierced with musket and cannon holes. There 
jsa Priest’s house within the square, where the Rev. Father Bouehut 
dwells. The visitors receive a great deal of valuable information if 
they have the good fortune to call on him. The Rev. Father furnished 
two old papers containing official records on.the Missions of Texas. 





ALAMO OR MISSION DE SAN ANTONIO. 
Photo. by Rothwell. 


The Alamo Church is all that remains to us of all that was once the 
extensive Mission ‘lel Alumio,” or Mission ‘San Antonio de Valero.” 
The greater portion of the modern Plaza was once enclosed within walls, 
as wore also the barracks and Convent buildings, but if was in the Chureh 
that its heroic defenders, on March 6, 1886, made their last desperate 
Stand for the liberty of Texas. 

The following are the names of the Priests who. administered the 
Sacraments, as chaplains, at the Alamo: 

‘“Bachiller” Manuel Saens, and Juan Gorena, a chaplain Mareh 1, 
1788; Domingo Ygnacio Garcia, 1795; José Miguel Salas, parish Priest 
Castronse (one who follows the urmy), 1798; Fray José Bravo, Castrense 











y> Jt was drawn from data obtained from witnesses and from plans, 
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The Fall of the Alamo. 


HIS most memorable event took place on Sunday, March 6, 1886, 

i) and the representation of it presented here is from the original 

painting of Mr. L. Gentilz, which is now owned by and in the pos 
session of Mr. ©. H. Mueller, of San Antonio. 


Sa ee 


maps and sketches made in L844 while all was in the original condition. 
‘No repairs were niade previous to 1846, and no known artists or pho- 
tographers witnessed the scene before that time other than Mr. Gentilz, 
\ The foreground is the Alamo Plaza; the foremost long huilding on 
the left side is the barrack and jail, formerly the “Gulera’ (barn), and 
which in the sixties was used as the fire engine house until it was de- 
molished. To the right is the Alamo or chureh of San Antonio (81. 
Antony,) between which buildings 1 temporary barricade was built. The 
central building is the Convent, extending to the north and lett, showing 
a wall on the north of the plaza. In the distance (to the left) the woodel ff 
banks of the river are seen; along which the Mexican troops were: camp- 
ed. In the (right) distance is the ‘‘ Labor de Arriba” (or upper fieli) 
the “ Acequia Madre” (or mother ditch) and others to irrigate said field; 
at the foot of the hills, along the ditch will be seen another Mexican 
encampment. 

The picture shows 1 Mexican column entering the plaza and storm: 
ing the Convent; hattering down the doors where some of the Texans 
had taken refuge, after abandoning the outer defenses. Other Texarr 
are on top of the Convent and Church making a brave defense to the 
last. Another column of Mexicans will be seen just behind the barrack 
and another {to the right) fed by Gen. Amador, assuulting the barricade. 
The Mexican cavalry (Dragoon Regiment of Dolores) are at points around 
the Alanio; to cut off the escape, or retreat of the Texans; who, he it 
suicl to fhsir glory, had no such intention. 

The Texans had their flag flying over the church; their colors at that) 
time, being the Mexican colors, but instead of the ‘eagle and snike” of 
the Mexicans, they had ‘¢1824” on the white stripe, which signified the 
year in which a constitution was adopted, guaranteeing to the Americal) 
colonists full and equal rights with other citizens of Mexico; but siicll 
was never fulfilled. 


Continued on page 48 
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1799; Bachiller José Clemente de Arrocha, 1805; José Angel Cavazos, 
1806; José Cipriano de la Garza, interino (provisional), 1807; (Here the 
yecords say that the Mission del Alamo is situated in the Mission of San 
Antonio de Valero, within the jurisdiction of San Antonio de Bexar.) 
José Antonio Valdes, 1811; Bachiller José Manuel Camacho, 1814; José 
Antonio Valdes, 1815; José Dario Sambrano, 1819; Refugio Garza 
(cur: propio), Parish Priest of this City of San Antonio 1820; Francisco 
Maynes, 1822. Fray José Antonio Diaz de Leon is mentioned us 
temporary Chaplain 1822. The register records 143 baptisms. 

AN OLD DOCUMENT. 
The following is a translation of an official report of Don Manuel 
Muiioz, the Spanish commander of San Antonio in 1794, which contains 
gone very interesting statistics about our old city, and its popniation, in 
those primitive days. The document itself is written on thick, yellowish 
paper, the hand-writing being as clear and legible as if it were copper- 
plate. The signature of the Spanish Governor has the usual complicated 
and elaborate rudbrico or flourish, indispensable to the signature of every 
Spanish grandee: 

““PROVINCE OF TEXAS, 

Town oF San FERNANDO OF AUSTRIA. 
‘“This Province is composed of its capital and three towns, inhabited 
by three thousand four hundred and seventeen souls, to-wit: Twelve 
Priests (religiosos, who belong toa regular order), seven hundred and 
seventy-seven Spaniards, four hundred and thirty-seven Indians, three 
hundred and sixty Indian women, five hundred and niue males and five 
hundred aud sixty-five females of the different Indian nations, or tribes, 
of this kingdom. 
‘Governor: Lieutenant-Colonel Don Manuel Munoz—salary, $4,000. 
Presiding Alealde: Don Manuel de Arrocha—salary, $4,000. Second 
Alealde, Don Luis Mariaiio Menchaca,—salary, $4,000. 
‘This capital of San Antonio de Bexar, as I am informed, was 
originally garrisoned by troops in 1715, and in the years 1721-1722 his 
Excellency, the Viceroy, commissioned the Governor of Coahuila, 
Marquis of San Miguel de Aguayo, to occupy that Province of Texas 
with a company of fifty men, and a Priest of the Order of the Holy 
Cross of Querétaro. He founded two Missions, San Antonio Valero, 
and that of Texas. 
““By a report from His Excellency, the Marquis of Casafuerte, 
dated November 29, 1780, directed to the Governor of Coahuila, Don 
Juan Autonio Bustillo y Bustamente, and, in his absence, to the Captain 
of the fort (Presidio) of Bexar, Don Juan Antonio Perez de 
Almaran, it appears that in the same year fifteen families 
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It was in the latter part of February, 1836, that Santa Anna with a 
army of 4,000 men, laid seige upon the Alamo, which was garrisoned hy 
140 Texans under Col. \W. B. Travis. After eleven days the final attack 


was made. At the tirst ight of dawn on that memorable Sunday morn, 


the Mexican bugles sonnded their fatal blast, the terrible ‘‘deguelo” 
(the Mexican call for ‘‘death, no quarters’), The brutal hosts were 
twice repulsed, but finally over-powered the Texan heroes, putting all 
the survivors to the sword. After death, their bodies were cishonored 





FALL OF THE ALAMO. 
Kindness of C. H. Mueller, 322 E. Houston Street. 


and finaly burned by order of the tyrant-in-chief, Santa Anna. From 
that pyre and altar arose the sweet incense that plead with henven for 
the glorious liberty that was soon after won at the famous buttle of 
San Jacinto. 

% % ¥ * * * * * 

Now, since a relentless vigilance is the only real safeguard of 
Liberty, it is ever to be hoped that every true son and.daughiter of 
Texas may make ita sovereign duty to keep alive the fire of apprecia- 
tion of what they now possess, anil never so slumber ov become so 10- 
ditferent as to risk the loss of that precious boon—thiat treasme, 


** Liberty ”—purchased for them at so great a cost. 
x * * s * 4 % He. 
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from the Canary Islunds entered the said Province and that 
at the sume time, according to this report the place was erected into a 
town, although no docunient can be found in the archives of this province 
to show the fact except the copy of the dispatch above mentioned which 
can be seen in the municipal archives of s:id town, an.t which fact is still 
retained in the memory of some of the people who lived at that time and 
are still living here. It may be that those documents exist in the 
archives of the government of Coahuila as this province of Texas was 
then united to that of Coahuila and under one Governor. 
‘This capital is situated in the 30° of latitude; no industry is 
developed except agriculture, and there are five merchants whose capital 
amounts to $20,000 including the deposits of others. 
** We have had favorable crops, and all the frontier Indians are at 
peace. Only 1 few cases of horse stealing have taken place and they are 
_ principally caused by the carelessness of the owners; for it is inherent in 
- the Indians to steal horses. 
‘There are some Indian Missions under the Invocation of our Lady 
dei Pilar de Nacogdoches which are administered by the twelve priests 
already mentioned, including that of Nacogdoches and the Supernumerary 
of xaid Mission with a salary of $450 each, paid by the Royal Treasury 
at San Luis Potosi. 

Manurnt Munoz, 
San ANTONIO DE Bexar, Jan. 18, 1794.” 


CHAPTER VI. 
THE DECLINE, 


The Chureh of the Spanish town of San Fernando, now called San 
Antonio, was attended in 1794-1804 by secular priests., Buachiller Fran- 
cisco Gomez Moreno, B. Gavino Lopez, Gavino Valdes, assisted 
 oceasionally by the Franciscan Friars. 

On the last page of the Book of Baptisms of the Indians and others, 
extending down to 1783 we find the following notes : 

‘On the 22d day of August, 1793, I transferred this hook of the 
records of the pueblo of San Antonio de Valero to the Archives of the 
town of San Fernaudo and presidio of San Antonio «de Bexar, by order 
of the Right Rey. Doctor Don Andres de Llanos y Valdez, the most 
worthy Bishop of this Diocese, dated January 2nd, of the same year by 
reason of the said pueblo having been aggregated to the curacy of 
Bexar; and, that it may be known I sign it. 


Fray Jose Francisco Loprz, Parish Priest. 
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San ANTONIO DE Bexar, JUNE 14, 1794. 
“On the day of this date I received from the Rev. Father José 
Francisco Lopez, who was Minister of the Mission of Sun Antonio de 
~ Valero, until it was delivered into the hands of the ordinary, this book, 
in which are set down the records of baptisms pertaining to said Mission, 
and performed up to the year 1783—noting that the records which may 
hesenrched for from the year 1788 may be found ina new hook bound in 
parchment : from leaf 2 to leaf 100, together with these that belong to 
the following year, and which may be entered hereafter. I make this 
note that it may serve as an index and I sign it with the same Rev. 
 ¥ather—date as ahove. 
| BacHitLER Gavino VaLpEz. 

**T delivered this book, on the day of date, to the Parish-Priest Don 
Gavino Valdez; and, that tt may be known | sign. 

‘Fray Jose Francisco Lorez.’ 

Rev. José Clemente Delgado became the successor of the Rev. Gavr- 
no Valdez in 1804, July 11. 

On the 10th of April, 1794, Don Pedro de Nava Commandant- 
General of the Northeastern internal provinces, of which Texas formed 
a purt, published a decree by which all the Missions within his jurisdic- 
tion should be secularized. Nevertheless, the Frauciscans, in many 
instances remained as pastors of their flocks; but they received their 
jurisdiction from the Bishop as all the other Parish-priests. 

On the 20th of July, 1801, the Right Rev. Marin ce Porras was 
elected Bishoy of Linares and soon after his’ consecration begun a 
thorough visitation of his diocese. His apostolic journeys extended in 
1805 to ‘Texas. He made his visit to San Fernando. and the presidio of 
Sin Antonio and adjacent Missions in the month of June. 

(The compiler of these notes remembers having having heard thirty- 
five years ago that the same Bishop had visited Cameron County as far 
as the mouth of the Rio Grande and from this point had proceeded to 
Nacogdoches, where he was received in a splendid manner by the soldiers 
and people.) 

From December 1777, Texus was under the jurisdiction of the 
Bishop of Linares. 

All the provinces of Mexico including Texas were disturbed, at this 
period by the revolutionary movements against the Spanish authority. 
Bishop Marin was driven from his See and the administrators of the 
diocese endeavored to prevent the spread of irreligion and vice. During 
the vacancy of the See there appeared in Texas a certain Rev. Servandus 
Mier who represented himself as the Bishop of Baltimore, and perform- 
ed episcopal functions. He impiously celehrated mass with a native 
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brandy called meseal. The administrators of the diocese issued a letter 
to warn the faithful against the impostor. (Libro de Gobierno, San 
Autonio, page 238.) 

Ilere follows the names of the priests who had charge of the Church 
of San Antonio: José Antonio Sambrano 1811, José Cayetano Morales 
1818, Refugio de la Gurza 1820-1824, Fray José Antonio Diaz de Leon, 
cura pro temp 1828. 





THIKD Ol MISSION DE SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO. 
Photo. by Prank lin. 


Chaplain Maynes, during the absence of Father Garza, acted also as 
Parish-priest 1823. 

This note is found in the old records. ‘‘On the 27th of January, 
1820, the priest Refngio de la Garza, beneficiary of his Majesty the 
King Q. D. G., took possession of this Parish (of San Antonio.) 

The Indian Missions were all secularized in 1825, the churches were 
stripped of their valuables, the Indians seattered, and all available 
and useful articles carried off. Viae Sion lugent!!! 

A very important document is the Original Inventory of the four 
Missions of La Concepcion, San José, San Juan Capistrano and San 
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Pope Gregory XVI. 


BISHOP OF ROME. a 





INCE it is shown in these pages of Texas Carnoxic History 
Y that this remarkable Sovereign is the one who revived the work | 


(i of the Church in Texas, it is of interest to know, at least, some | 
i thing about him. 
f 


i He was born at Belluno, in Lombardy, on September 18, 1783, and i 
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ST. PETEKS, nOME. 
y | Kindness of the Southern Messenger. 


was known as Bartholomew Albert Cappelari. His parents were of the 

ut nobility of that place. 

h At the age of 18 he joined the Camaldolese Order (a branch of the | 
great Benedictine Order), and made his profession at their Monastery in 

| Venice. The Order takes its name from the celebrated Sanctuaries 
among the Apenines, in Tuscany. The Order hus twoforms of life, 

monastic and eremitic; our subject joined the monastic. 

| In 1795 he was deputed to Rome on business, where, in 1799, he 

| published a work of great merit, which showed forth his extensive and 

varied learning. In 1805 he became Abbott of the splendid Monastery 


i Continued to page 48. 








HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 55 


Francisco de la Espada, loaned by the Rev. Father Bouehu im the 
prepuration of this work. 

| The articles inventoried show how well furnished with precious 
vestinents, sacred vessels and other Chureh articles were these Mission 
Churches. We shall mention only a few articles helonging to the 
Mission Concepcion, to-wit: Fifteen vestments, nine statues, two silver 
candlesticks, one silver crucifix, two pairs of silver cruets with plates, 
one silver bell for the altar (This bell has disappeared; Sefior Cura Don 
Refugio de la Garza is responsible for it.), one silver censer and boat, 
some Other articles in gold, and 182 more, 1s specified in the inventory. 
[i is asserted in this document that the large bell] in the Church of Bexar 
helongs to the Church of **Concencion.” 

‘* This is the inventory of the four Mission Churches situated in the 
neighborhood of the City of San Fernando de Bexar, made by order of 
the Superiors, and conveying the said Churches to the Ecclesiastical 
Ordinary of this Diocese of the Nuevo Reino de Leon on the 29th day 
of February, 1824.” 


Franoiso MAYNES, Fray Jose Antonio Diaz Dre Leon, 
Chapluin of the Ancrent Provisional President of these Mis- 
Company of Bexar and sions, commissionado al efecto. 


Parish Priest of this Church. 


Here the Franciscan Missions in Texas ends: They subsisted in a 
flourishing state till about 1813, when they were suppressed by the 
Spanish Government, and the Indians dispersed. Some returned to 
Mexico; more remained in various parts near the old Missions, faithful 
to their religion. ‘They were, in fact. destitute of Missionaries till 
1832, when Father Diaz de Leon was sent to Nacogdoches hy 
the Bishop of Monterey, but he was not destined to have a long career. 
At that tine numbers of immigrants from the United States settled in 
Texas, many of them being rough and turbulent frontiersmen, full of 
hatred against the Catholic Church. 

Fray José Antonio Diaz de Leon was the last Franciscan in Texas. 
He was known for his virtues and merits. He felt that he was doomed 
to death, and that he might be assassinated at any moment, and he 
accordingly prepared to meet his death. The following he left in 
writing : 

‘*Houss or Mr. Prentiss Borpon. _ 

This Sunday, November 4, 1834, 1 returned to this house, and as it 
sees to me to be the last day of my life—God knows why—I address 
my weak and languishing words to my beloved parishioners of Nacog- 
doches, bidding them, from the bottom of my heurt, an earnest farewell. 
Adios! adios! Let them inform His Majesty of the state in which I 
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wn; I salute them, with my heart in my eyes and in my tears; especially 
Mr. Roberts, Lieutenant Colonel Elias Bean, Mr. Adolph, my friends 
Allen, Reque and Chones, and all and every one who believes in 
Jesus Christ. And let it be clear and well known from this that I beg, 
us 1 do, pardon from each and all the persons whom I have offended, 
and likewise, prostrate in spirit on the ground, I pardon, with all my 
heart, all and every person who may have offended me, be the offense 
what it may. I press all, without exception, to my heart as my beloved 














FOULTII OR MISSIUN DE SAN FRANCISCO. 
Photo by Franklin. 


children in the charity of our Lord Jesus Christ. Also to the Alcalde 
of the Ayuntamiento, Don Juan Mora, fareweil, I say, farewell, 
farewell. Amen, amen, amen. This letter, with like expressions of 
aflection, I address to my dear friend, Dr. Manuel Santos, that he may 
send it to his correspondents, when he can, to display my hemt to all 
my parishioners, whown I beseech, in the bowels of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ to persevere firmly in keeping the law of God and the sacred 
obligations they contracted in baptiem. And I beg him to hand this to 
my nephew, Santos Antonio Aviles, that he may copy it, and live in 


the fear of the Author of his being. 3 
Fray Anronio Diaz DE Leon.” 
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of St. Gregory (Rome), where he resided for twenty years in quiet 
obscurity, enjoying the command of 1 grand library, which he greatly 
increased, 

Although searcely known to the public, he was one of the many 
living in Rome who-—silent and unseen—carry on the great business of 
the Chureh ns its theologians, counselor's and referees in arduous affairs, 
He was well known to the Holy See, and became fully acquainted with 
its ecclesiastical and civil business, nnd he manitested his ability, 
prudence and uprightness in its transaction. 

Pope Pius VIII died December 1, 1830. The election of the new 
Pope was in course; the conclave was ended February 2 (Feast of the | 
Purification of the Blessed Virgin), 1831, by the election of Cardinal | 
Cappelari, by the name of Gregory. The ceremony of his coronation | 
was enhanced by his consecration as Bishop at the high altar in St. 
Peters, which function serves to exhibit the concurrence in his person 
of two different orders of ecclesiastical power. 

During the early part of his pontificate there existed considerable 
tumult and strife, even revolt in the provinces, but throughout all he 
maintained the utmost calm and fortitude. The tasses manifested 
enthusiastic devotion to their new Sovereign. 

During the fifteen years of his pontificate he proved himself 4 
staunch patron of art and learning, and a philanthropist and benefactor 
by the extension of libraries and museums, and the preservation and 
erection of varied public improvements. He estublished the first 
national bank and first night school in Rome, and he established numer- 
ous works for the benetit of the helpless und destitute. 

However, one dark year does occupy 2 place in the annals of his 
reign. In 1837 the cholera scourge carried on its deadly work for 
twelve months, causing about 1,200 deaths. Notwithstanding the pres- 
sure of this sorrow and anxiety, he did not relax in his ardent spirit of 
inprovement. 

He was « man of great amiability and simplicity of manner; he 
was pliysically robust, and his power of exertion, both physical and _ 
mental, was wonderful. While his large snd rounded features might at 
first suggest to the contrary, a close contact or conversation with him 
would soon reveal a retined genius and delicate taste. He discoursed 
freely only in Latin and Italian. 

Among the notable Cardinals created by this Pontiff, we tind those 
of the umiable prodigy and famous linguist, Cardinal Jos. Mezzofanti | 
(who spoke freely over fifty languages), and of the learned and erudite 
Cardinal Angelo Mai, expert transcriber of ancient mannecripts and 
extraordinary librarian. 

Continued on Page 80. 
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He left the house and was never again seen alive. Where was he 
assassinated? Some say near the Trinity River. The compiler of these 
notes happened to spend eight days at Nacogdoches in the year 1858; 
that is nineteen years after the death of this worthy son of St. Francis, 
and there he was told that Fray Diaz had been assassinated near the 
town of St. Augustine, some thirty miles southerst of Nacogdoches. 

The Spanish Missions in Texas no longer exist. Are we, then, to 
attribute their annihilation to some inherent wenkness, or to an external 
cause? No one who aas read their history can hesitate to admit that 
the interference of the government alone crushed them; that their ruin 
is chargeable to the Mexican government. Thus does the case stand. 
The Spanish Missions remain a monument to Catholic zeal, and if they 


iu have come to naught, the failure is not to be ascribed to the men who 
ib. founded the Missions any more than we can ascribe want of skill to 
m Apelles, because his works have been destroyed. 


We must express our adiniration at the exalted piety of the Catholic 


‘le Missionaries, who in Texas, which was then inhabited by human beings 
40 in the lowest state of degradation, endured poverty and miseries of every 
xl description to win the Indians to better habits and a pure faith. 


CHAPTER VII. 
A NEW ERA. 


Vide Domite et considera, quoniam facta sum vilis. 

Dispersi sunt LDapides sanctuarii—(de Lamentatione .Jeremiae: ) 
When the wretched state of religion in Texas was made known to 
Pope Gregory XVI, a letter was addressed to the Archbishop of New 
Orleans, requesting him to send a competent priest to examine and 
repoit on the actual state of affairs. The Very Rey. J. Timon wus 
selected to undertake the task. He learned that there were only two 
Priests in Texas who lived in San Antonio cde Bexar und that they were 
a disgrace to their religion and utterly neglected the care of their tlock. 
The Very Rey. Y Timon sent his report on the spiritual condition of 
Texas to Rome. When his statement reached Rome, the Sovereign 
Pontiff resolved to establish a distinct jurisdiction in Texas and docu- 
ments were fo: warded appointing the Very Rev. J. Timon Prefect 
Apostolic (1839). The Rev. John M. Odin was #xppointed Vice Prefect 
and was sent to Texas with full authority to suspend the unworthy 
Priests at San Antonio. Rev. Father Odin madethe journey to San 
Antonio with an armed wagon train, to protect himself against any 
attack from the Indians. ‘There he spent three months laboring to 
revive religion. 
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Passing Over the disasters of the earthyunkes in 1831-32, and also of 
the interesting vi-it of the Emperor of Russia (and persecutor of Cath. 
olics), Nicolas I. in December, 1845, we will state that this most worthy 
successor of St. Peter thus ¢ ntinued lis Apostolic labors, with unre. 
lenting diligence and courage, until called to lis eternal reward in 1846. 
He was succeeded by Pius LX. of glorious memory, whom it wus that 


created the diocese of San Autonio and appointed her first Bishop. 
Cam piled from “ Recoliectlons of the Four Last Popes." 
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From a daily journal .of Father Odin, we take the following 

| extracts: 

* July 30, 1840. We arrived at Sin Antonio early in the morning 

and took up our lodgings in a house belonging to Mr. Crssiano; visited 

Father Vatlez and later in the evening went to see Father Garza.” 

‘*August 3. Itook the faculties from Father Garza and made 

him give up the keys and records of the Church.” 

August 5. Accompanied by Antonio Navarro, José Flores, Jolin 

~ McMullen and John W. Smith, £ made an inventory of what belonged 

to the Church. 

August 6. I went to receive from Father de la Garza some silver 

yessels belonging to the Church. Tne same day the old Father was 

arrested and conducted under escort to Austin on account of a letter he 

had written to General Arista to inform him of the movements of the 

Federals. 

August 7. Took faculties from Father Valdez. 

August 9. English and Spanish sermons. 

August 10. Began Catechism in Spanish and English. 

August 11. Rev. Father Calvo publicly carried the Blessed 

Sacrament tox sick man. ‘The ceremony was attended by a large con- 

course of people. It had not been witnesse.l for fourteen years. The 

old people shed tears of joy. 

October 15. High Mass with the exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament. 

The ceremony had not been witnessed for eight years, and soine say 

for fourteen years. 

We see by these few extracts, how the Rev. John M. Odin had 

voue to work in order to re-establish religion in Sau Antonio. 

The two unworthy Priests being removed he appointed the Rev. 

Michael Calvo, ©. M. Parish Priest of San Antonio. 

‘Ego infraseriptus Vice Prefectus hujus regiouis vulgo dictae 

Texas commisi curam hujus Paerochiae Saneti Fern:ndi alias Sancti 

Antouii de Bexur Reverendo Michaeli Culvo, Sacerdoti Congregationis 

Missionis Sancti Vicentis 2 Paulo die 3 Augustii anno, 1840.” 

JOUN Mary Onin, 
OM. V. Prefectus. 


Then the Vice Prefect went to Austin, the Capital of Texas, and 
petitioned Congress to contrm unto the Catholic Church, its Churches 
and Missions, His claim was favorably received and wis warmly sup- 
ported hy the Minister of France, de Saligny. The Congress by a specia! 
act, confirmed to the Chief Pastor of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
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Most Rev. Jobn Mary Odin.” 


Iirst Bishop of Texas and Second Archbishop of New Orleans. 


i 
i i 


HIS great Apostle and holy Missionary was—like many of Ameri.) 
ca’s Hierachy—a son of La Belle France.- Born at Ambierle — 
France, on February 25, 
1801, he was led by the 
spirit of God, at a 
early age, to join the 
Congregation of the 
Mission. He was sent) 
to America at about ths 
uge of twenty-two, 20- 
ing to Barrens. Missouri, 
where he coutinued his 
studies, while at the 
same time teaching logic 
and theology. Aboutal 
vear later he was or) 
dained, after which he 
came With Rev. Mrf 
Timon on a visit t0 ' 
Texas. Later he be 
came President of the 
College at Barrens. He®) ; 
attended the Secon ; 
Provincial Council ot 
Baltimore, and subse & 
quently went to Europe), 
for his health, but used 
































the opportynity to seek 

ee Ge me wee: aid for the Lazarist ee % , 

Bar telat Tas tablishments, in them , 

United States, which at that time constituted a Province. { 


Very Rev. Dr. Timon, having become Prefect-Apostolic of Texas, 
selected Father Odin as Vice-Prefect, and sent lim to the field in 1840. 
He was full of zeal and energy; he freed the Prefecture from existing & 
scandals, and co-operated well with the Prefect in the miissionar y labors. | 


Continued on page 66, 
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Republic of Texas the Churches of San Fernando, the Alamo, Concepeion, 
San José, San Juan Capistrano, San Francisco de la Espada, Goliad, 
Victoria and Refugio with their lots, not to exceed fifteen ucres. 
Rev. Father Odin in May, 1841, wentto New Orleans and found 
there bulls appointing him Condjutor of Detroit. These he sent back 
to Rome, for the Very Rev. Timon had urged his appointment as Vicar 
Apostolic of Texas. 
The bull erecting the Republic of Texas into « Vicariate Apostolic 
was issued by Pope Gregory XVI on the 10th of July, 1841, and the 
Right Rev. John M. Odin was appointed Bishop of Claudiopolis and 
assioned to the newly constituted Viceriate. 
Churebes of Texas in 1840 (taken from tlie daily journal of Bishop 
Odin): 
At San Antonio, Bexar County: The San Fernando Parochial - 
Church, very much injured by fire in 1828; partly repaired in the 
following years. In March, 1841, we began to repuir it entirely. 
Sun Antonio de Alamo, almost ruined in 1835-36. 
Church of the Concepcion. 
Chureh of San Jose. 
Church of San Juan, almost ruined. 
Church de la Espada, alinost ruined. 
In Goliad: Parish Church. 
In Victorian: A picket Church, repaired in 1840-41. 
On the San Antonio River, at the Ranch of Don Carlos de la 
Garza: The Chorch of Santa Gertrudis, log, thirty feet long, twenty- 
two feet wide; built in December, 1840. 
There were also churches at Laredo and Isleta. 
About this time an event occurred which caused some sensation. 
_ It was a matter which made Bishop Odin appear before the public but 
_ to give unother evidence of that integrity and ecclesiastical dignity for 
_ which he had ever been remarkable. Colonel Henry W. Karnes had 
died, and, on account of his military and social merit, preparations 
had been made in order to bury him with the greatest honors. The 
clergy of the Church of San Fernando were asked to toll the bells 
of the Church during the progress of the funeral.. This Bishop Odin 
refused to do. This caused much dissatisfaction among the people, and 
to such a degree that a public meeting was held in order to condemn 
the action of the Bishop. We give tlie resolutions passed at that 
Inecting and the reply of the Bishop to them : 

PUBLIO MEETING. 

San Antonio, Augast 17, 1840. 

Ata public meeting of the citizens of San Antonio, held at the 
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eourt house on the 17th instant, John D. Morris, Esq., was called to the 
chair, and John James, Esq., appointed secretary. 

The object of the meeting having heen explained in a few impres- 
‘ye remarks from the chair, on motion it was 

ResoLveD, That a committee of five be appointed to draft a set of 
resolutions expressive of the regard of the meeting for the memory of 
our lute Jamented friend, Henry W. Karnes, deceased. 

: Whereupon, the following gentlemen were appointed: Geo. Van 
) Ness, Geo. Blow, John W. Smith, Archibald Fitzgerald, who, having 
retired, returned and reported the following resolutions, whicli were 
unanimously adopted : 

Reso.veD, That in the death of our lamented fellow-citizen, Henry 
 W. Karnes, this community sympathizes with his adopted country in a 
joss which will be long remembered by those most familiar with his 
virtues as a man, and his value as a citizen. 

Blended ss is his name in the préudest achievements which distin- 
guished the history of our young republic, with a patriotic devotion 
which knew no selfishness; and a spirit which never flagged in the 
performance of such services as his country required at his hands; 
gullant, chivalric, noble; in fine, with every bright qualification which, 
as a public man xnod soldier, have earned for him so well merited a 
destination. Yet even these qualities, brilliant as they were, were not 
nore marked than those which distinguished him in private life, and in 
all his social relations; his unqualitied devotion to his friends; his 
gentleness and delicacy of feeling; diffuse liberality, and stern, unbend- 
ing honesty, which interest could not influence and temptation could not 
shake, will long be remembered as the attributes of him who lived but 
to illustrate his species, and the land of his adoption. 

RESOLVED, That in token of the high regard we entertain for the 
memory of the deceased, we wear the usual badge of mourning on the 
left arm for thirty days. 

RESOLVED, Tliat the secretary enclose a copy of these resolutions 
to the frmily of the deceased, and another copy be furnished to the 
editor of the Austin Sentinel for publication. 

ResoiveD, That, in the opinion of this mecting, the Catholic 
Priests, who have come amongst us, in refusing to permit the bell of 
the Church to be tolled at the funeral of our lamented friend, have 
displayed a degree of illiberal intolerance wholly inconsistent with 
| Christian charity, an interference with the habits and customs of this 
community not warranted by the occasion, and a contempt for our inost 
holy feclings, which call for 2n expression of our most unmitigated 
disapprobation. 


Cara a | 
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To these humble Lazarists is due the credit of securing to the Chureli 
from the Legislature of the Republic of Texas a contirmution of the 
right of the Church to hold and possess the old ecclessiastical property 
in Texas. 


He was Inter suninioned to Missouri, and when he reached New | 


Orleans, en route, he was actually in rags. He wars appointed Co-ad- 
jutor to Detroit, but declined the nomination, upon the udvice of his 
Superior. 

When Texas was erected into a Vicariate-Apostolic by Pope 
Gregory XVI, Father Odin was made its Chief Shepherd, as is 
remarked in the ‘‘Hisrory.” He was consecrated in New Orleans 
March 6, 1842. He entered directly upon his duties. He erected 
churches in Galveston, Houston, Nacogdoches, Lavaca and other places, 
and restored sone of the old Spanish Missions; some that were not in 
utter ruins. In 1845 he visited Europe and brought out several mis- 
sionaries. Two years later the Ursuline nuns began their Convent in 
Galveston, at his request. In that year (1847) Galveston became a 
Bishop’s See. 

He soon after introduced into Texas the Brothers of Mary and 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word to teach the schools, and secured the 
assistance of the Oblate Fathers, 1 community of most zealous mission- 
aries. In the visitation of his diocese his Apostolic labors were 


. attended with extreme fatigue and hardship, as well as great danger. 


He was often where no Priest had heen, and in 1857 he was nearly J 


drowned. 

Upon the death of Archbishop Blance, of New Orleans, Dr. Odin 
Was unanimously the choice of the Bishops for the vacancy, and he was 
pronioted on February 15, 1861. Having affectionately adopted Texas, 
he left it with deep regret, which met a response in the hearts of the 
people. Jolm Henry Brown (a Baptist) suys in his volume of ‘Texas 
Pioneers” that “every man, woman and child who knew Bishop Odin in 
those yews of trials and sorrow loved him, and sorrowed when he 
returned to die at his native home in France.” 

When he cume to Texas she was Virtually without « Priest, and 
with practically ruimed churelies, but he left her with fifty ehnrches 
attended by forty Priests, and a thriving College and four Academies, 

He assumed his new duties with his usual zeal, although advanced 
in life and much broken by his severe missionary labors. The Civil 
War called forth lis zeal ancl prudence, and the services of his clergy 
in the field and hospital were most consoling. He was a constant 
sufferer from neuralgia, but gave himself no relaxation from work; 50 
in his nine years occupancy of that See he nearly doubled the number 


Continued on page 70. 
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That, whilst we are ever kindly disposed to the cause of true piety, 
and have evinced our disposition to foster its growth, without regard to 
sect or denomination, we have sufliciont self-respect to vindicate our 
rights as citizens, vested by long custom and guaranteed by the example 
of all liberal communities, and to repudiate a principle which twangs 
_ more of the age of the inquisition than the liberality which characterizes 
the present era. 

We ask not Catholic sepnlture for our friend, but simply that the 
bell, which, in a frontier villuge, has ever been used indiscriminately for 
civil and spiritunl purposes—should be tolled on the occasion of a 
‘nation’s guief.” The refusal we deem uukind, illiberal and impolitic ; 
and whether sanctioned by canonical decree or not, unworthy the age in 


which we live. 
Joun D. Morris, Presicent. 
JOHN JAMES, Secretary. 


San Antonio, Texas, September 6, 1840. 


To the Editor of the Texas Sentmel: 


Siz: In your valuable paper of August 29, 1834, there appeared a 
communication of the resolutions drafted at a soz disant public meeting 
of the inhabitants of San Antonio, expressive of the feelings of the 
people towards the Catholic Priests who had refused to permit the bell 
of the Church to be tolled at the funeral of the late Henry W. Karnes. 

Had the gentlemen who gave publicity to the displeasure they felt 
on the occasion of such a refusal sent you likewise for publication the 
answer in which the Priests justified their conduct, your readers would 
have been enabled to judge for themselves. As they have omitted what 
the dictate of commou politeness seemed to require, be pleased to insert 
in your next number the following letter : ’ 


San Anronro, August 20, 1840. 
Joon D. Morris, Esq. 

Sir: Ihave just received a copy of the resolutious reported at a 
public meeting of the citizens of Sau Antonio, held in the court house 
on the 17th instant, and after having read them most attentively, I beg 
you to permit me, through your medium, to communicate to the com- 
mittee the following reflections : 

The death of the lamented Colonel Heury W. Karnes has excited 
in mé the strongest sympathy. I had the honor of but a slight acquaint- 
ance with the deceased; but still, in the frequent visits I paid him 
during his illness, I had a sufficient opportunity to appreciate his noble 
(ulities, and the fame of his great, achievements had reached ny ears. 
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I have truly regretted to witness the premature cleath that has deprived 
our young republic of one of its brightest ornaments and most devoted 
sons, and society of one of its most respectable and useful members. 
As private man I would have felt truly happy to have bad it in my 
power to coutribute to the pomp of his funeral; no sacrifice would have 
appeared too great to testify my respect for lis memory. 
| But as an Officer of the Catholic Church I have laws to abide by 

— which I can never transgress without going against the dietate of my 
conscience. Bells are tolled in Catholic Chuvehes on the occasion of a 
funeral, not to add pomp to the ceremony, but to invite the members of 
the Church to put up prayers to the Throne of Mercy for the departed 
soul; and this when the deceased was a member of the Chureh. The 
jaw on the subjeet I am ready to show to all those who may wish to read 
it. A civil officer, who. on any Occasion, would act coutrary to the 

duties of his office would justly be entitled to your disregard ; aud why 
should not the same judgement be passed on an ecclesiastical ofticer? 
Had I requested you to let me perform any of our rites on the mortal 
spoils of a departed man belonging to a faith different from mine, you 
might have taxed me of illiberality; but when I am enforcing a law I 
have not framed, but that I am bound to follow, I think that the 
reproach can not reflect any discredit on my person. You will find me 
at all times ready and willing to do anything in my power to oblige my 
fellow-citizens, when in conformity with my duty; but to act against 
my couseience, I can not. Be pleased to accept the expression of the 
high esteem with which I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient 
and humble servant, 

J. M. Opin V. P. A. 

In 1861 when Bishop Odin left Texas for the Archdiocese o? 
Louisiana, we find in Texas forty-two Priests, forty-six Churches 
and Chupels, Colleges, one; schools for boys, five; academies for young 
ladies, four; everything had to be done. Above all, this scattered seed 
had to be preserved and fostered if the Catholic Chureh should endure 
in Texas. Bishop Odin is the restorer of religion in San Antonio 
nd the fosterer and propagator of Divine Faith in the Republic and 
State of Texas. 
The following tribute to the virtues and services of Archbishop 
Odin ig from the pen of one of his flock, and is beautifully expressive of 
_ the sentiments in which he was held by those whom he had loved and 
served so weil : 
‘In the death of Archbishop John Mary Odin, religion, though it 
has gained a martyr, has lost 2 confessor, humanity has lost a benefactor, 
and our poor and afflicted country, a true and real friend. With the 
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of his Priests and churches, and greatly increased the religiou 
institutions. 

In 1869 he set out to attend the General Council of the Vatican, 
und while at Rome secured the appointment of Key. Napoleon J. 
Perché as Coadjutor. His health soon compelled him to leave Rome 
whence he sought his native place, where he died, after enduring the 
most intense suffering with all the serenity and patience of a martyr, if 
being the Feast of the Ascension, May 25, 1870. 

* Compiled froin She's “Catholic Hierachy In the United States.”’ 





Karnes City. 


ARNES CITY, situated in Karnes County. of which it is the 

K County seat, is comparatively a new town. The County seat of 
Karues County was formerly Helena, but it having no railroad 
connection the inhabitants of the County found it inconvenient to reach 
it. So they petitioned the Commissioners’ Court to call an election to 
vote on the removal of the County seat. Karnes City was chosen o 
account of its comparatively central location iu the County, and since 
it is On the Main line of the San Antonio & Aransas Pass railroad; up 


to that time it was a place of no importanee, the first house having been ff 


built in 1891. In 1892 it was made the County seat, and in 1893 2 
handsome court house and jail were erected. It now numbers eiglif 
huudred inhabitants, thoroughly progressive and up to date, with good, 
substantial buildings. It stands on an elevation, atfording tine drainage. 
Good water is had in abuudance from a fine artesian well fourteen 
hundred feet deep, with an inexhaustable supply, lately finished. Itis 
the natural trading point for all that section of country. 


Buchel, Wagner & Co., in addition to 2 large mercantile business, | 
do the banking busiuess of the vicinity, having established in 1891, 


co-incident with the town. 

The land about Karnes City is unusually productive, and is rapidly 
filling up with a prosperous class of farmers. -Cestahowa, a- large 
Polish settlement, is not far distant. At which place there is a substar 
tin] Catholic Church. 
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longing eagerness of the exile, our good Arehbishop pined for his tlock, 
in our beloved Southland, and almost to the last moment indulged the 
hope which grew stronger every hour in proportion to the impossibility 
of its bemg realized, that in that dear land his bones would moulder in 
doubly kindred dust: the dust of the land he had adopted as his own, 
and the dust which in its loving forms he had made kin to God in 
snpernaturalizing it by his sacred ministry. That hope was bafiled; 
John Mary Odin died where he was born, aconfessor by right, a martyr 
hy merit, but without the eclat of martyrdom. His was a strange and 
eventful life. It was a drama, perfect in its minutest details, though the 
casual observer may see little in its development to surprise or startle 
him. The explorers of Missouri’s sombre forests, the Boones of Western 
civilizatton—those who first penetrated the frowning wilderness of thie 
Far West—have their Coopers, their Longfellows, and a host of inferior 
writers to wed their daring to immortality. Father Odin did as much as 
they did and Bishop Odin did much more than they ever thought or 
dreamt of doing; and where is his panegyrist ¢@ Through the vast 
prairies of Texas—across the American Steppes, the dreary solitudes of 
which were unbroken saye by the savagewar-whoop of the Comanche and 
Orapajo—that huruble servant of a crucified God rode tranquilly on Is 
mule, undismayed either by the awful loneliness or still more awful 
society around him, with no weapon but a crucifix, no commission but 
his trust in God.” 

Bishop Odin was characterized by extreme simplicity. He was 
gentle, kind and amiable, and never failed to make a friend of everyone 
who came in coutact with him. . He was truly a Father to both Priests 
and people; yet was he unyielding and inflexible where there was 
question of duty to be done or of the discipline and rights of the Chureh 
to be upheld. He practised evangelical poverty on his own person, 
he was un able financier and 2 good provider for the needs of the 
Church. A special providence seemed to direct all his actions, Once 
when traveling between San Antonio and Nacogdoches, with Father 
Timon, he was by accident separated from his companion. After awhile 
he meta man who asked him if he were a Catholic Priest. On learning 
that he was, the man expressed his astonishment. and begged him to go 
with him. He led him to a lady who was on the pointof death and who 
(id expire next day; but who had persistingly declared that she could 
hot die until she had seen a Priest and received the last rites of the 
Church. 

The Rev. Michael Calvo C. M. remained pastor of San Antonio 
notil 1852. The Rev. Father Giraudon and the Rev. C. M. Dubuis 
Wele successively appointed Parish Priests of San Ferngndo. During 
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SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 


The Catholic Church and the 


Indians. 


N VIEW of the recent bitter contests which took place in the United 

| States Congress, at the instigation of the A. P. A.’s and their allies, 

in connection with the work of the Catholic Church among the 

Indians, aud in view of the successful labors of the Franciscans among 

the Incdiaits in this section, during their short sojourn in years long since | 

past, we subjoin this article from the pen of C. H. Collins, a protestant, 
speaking of the old Mission on the San Antonio river, who says : 

The Franciscans (a religious order founded by St. Francs 
d’Assisi) founded all the Missions. * * * All accounts attest the 
fact that the Indians, who remained long in the Missions, became 
attached to their spiritual guides and the form of their worship, and no 
one has ever failed, at least to give these pioneers of religion deserved 
praise. Their toils and privations evinced their faith. ‘Their patience 
and humility should satisfy the world of their sincerity. Until the 
present century the Catholics did more for the cause of Missions than 
the Protestants. Protestant missions have slways been failures among | 
rude and simple people, while Catholic Missions have been as successful 9 
as it is possible for such things to he. The only practical solvent for all 
our troubles with the Indians is to exclude every Protestant political 
shark from their councils and turn over their religious instructions to 
the devoted Catholics. 1, who am a Protestant, say this thing because 
it is true. There is no well defined instance of any tribe, nation or 
people that has been civilized by Protestant missionaries in their peculiar 
muumer without a total or partial destruction of the people.” 

The above is from the Catholic feview of June 5, 1897. It i 
certainly refreshing to find at least an occasional non-Catholic who 
ean get beyond his doctrinal prejudices snd courageously accord credit 
where it is obviously due, and to acknowledge the worth sand success of 
metlods or causes, although he may not be willing or desire, to seek or 
find the privciple, or bed-rock, upon which they rest,—‘‘the reason | 
why?” 
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his administration Father Dubuis built the Ursuline Convent and St. 
Mary's Church of which he became the first Pastor, until his election as 
secon Bishop of Galveston. 

The missionary life of Bishop Odin’s successor, both «s Priest and 
Bishop was substantially a counterpart of the life of Monsignor Odin. 
Their lubors, sacrifices, and sufferings were alike heroic and fruitful: 
yet beauty in yariety marks the spiritual as well as the material creation 
of God. 

Bishop Dubuis was cast in a more rough-hewn and rugged mold— 
both physically and mentally. He had an iron frame, which seemed 
impervious to fatigue; indomitable energy and a fervid generous faith, 
whieh took count neither of difficulties nor of dangers. One day his Lord- 
ship started on horseback accompauied by an Oblate Father from 
Brownsville enroute for Rio Grande City, one hundred miles distant. 
“Enroute” said he. ‘* Wemust get to our destination early to-morrow.” 
“Bishop,” said the Father: ‘‘ It is impossible to get there to-morrow 
hy 12 M. the roads are too bad.” ‘ We must” said the Bishop. And 
with two yards of stringed meat in their saddle bags, they started and 
arrived at Rio Grande City before twelve. Under this rugged exterior 
wis hidden a kind and gentle heart.— ‘* Courage, little kid,” he would 
say to his weak companion, whilst handing him the last crust of bread 
or the last arop of wine in his flask, ‘‘ we will soon have plenty—courage 
our life is hard, and it is embittered by the thought that so many around 
us do not understand us, nor appreciate our work; but the saving of one 
soul is a grand thing, and our humble labors will, by God’s mercy, be 
the little seed of a grent harvest in the future.” When building his first 
church at Castroville and St. Mary’s of San Antonio with little 
orno means, at his command he was architect, mason and carpen- 
ter. He thus materially advanced the work and inspired others with 
generosity to aid him. He never postponed a necessary journey, or 
deviated from his course, because of an impending danger. He took 
St. Paul’s words literally and decided that his life was not as valuable as 
his soul, nor as the souls of others. He was twice taken prisoner by the 
ferocious Comanches. 

On the 23 of November, 1862, Father Dubuis was consecrated 
Bishop in Lyons, France, and on the following Good Friday the Right 
~ Rev. Mer. Dubuis with twelve students reached New Orleans. Unable to 
land at Galveston which was then blockaded he reached Matamoros, 
Mexico in April 1863, and with three Priests, crossed over to Browns- 
ville. The following Sunday the Bishop took formal possession of his 
diocese, officiating pontifically. The late Rev. S. Bufford, V. G. 
was one of the Bishop’s companions as also was the actual Bishop of San 
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Antonio, the Right Rev. J. A. Forest, who, having been lately ordained 
in New Orleans said his first Mass in the Church of Brownsville. 
‘The little party started by land for San Antonio with two ox-wagons, 
the journey taking twenty-two days. Bishop Dubuis worn out by his 
P arduous labors and bowed down under the weight of advancing years, 
-yeturned to his native land in 1881, where he died in 1896. 

Rev. Father Sarry was attached to the Church of San Fernando 
during the years 1866, 1867 and 1868. Then Rev. Father Anstaett was 
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&ppointed Administrator until 1871, Father Sarry became the Parish 
) Priest until 1877. The latter was sueeceded by the Rev. J. C. Neraz 
f who adninistered the Parish till 1880, being also Vicar General to 
Bishop Pellicer, 

On September'27, 1868, the foundation stone of the San Fernando 
Cathedral was laid. This building as it now stands is a mixture of the 
oid and new styles of architecture. On this site originally stood the 
Parish Chureh of the Capital Town of San Fernando. That old building 
Was (listinctly different from the Missions, for it was built to meet the 
feeds of the growing settlement around what is now known as the Main 
ind Military Plazas, a settlement that was eventually to combine with the 
Presidio and Mission del Alamo and at last become San Antonio de 
Bextx, Soon after the arrival of the Canary Islanders, who had come 
with grants and privileges from the King of Spain, there was a demand 
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Rt. Rev. Anthony Dominic Pellicer.’ J 


First Bishop of San Antonio, Texas. 


NTHONY DOMINIC PELLICER was born December 7, 1824, at 
San Augustine, Florida. He was descendant of the brave leader 
of the Minorcans of New Smyrna, who in the last century revolted 

ngainst the tyranny of Turnbull, and marched to San Augustine, where 
they revived Catholicity. 

Anthony Dominic made a college course at Spring Hill (Jesuit) 
College, near Mobile, when he chose to devote his life to the service of 
God. He was ordained on the beautiful Feast of the Assumption, 
August 15, 1850, after which (now Rev. Fr. Pellicer) he was sent to St. 
Peter's Church, Montgomery, Alabama, where he spent several years. 


In 1865 he was recalled to Mobile, and became one of the active Priests — 


attached to the Cathedral ; he was one of the Bishop’s consultors, and 
who, in 1867, appointed him as his Vicar-General. 

During the Civil War he was Chaplain, and showed himself unre 
mitting in his attentions to the sick and wounded. His zeal and devoted- 
ness deeply impressed those not of his faith, and hundreds sought his 
guiclance. 

When the diocese of San Antonio was crected the Very Rev. Dr. 
Pellicer was chosen to be its first Bishop; he was consecrated at Mobile 
on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 8) in the year 
1874. He soon after departed for San Antonio, where he arrived and 
was formally installed on Christanas eve. ' 

He immediately applied his zeal to his new field, making the visita- 
tion of his diocese as early as practicable; to do this he sometimes had 
to travel in wagon and at other times on horseback, which frequently 
forced him to pass the night in the open prairie or wooded valley. 


He thus gained a practical understanding of the trials of the earlier | 


missionaries, and also acquired a thorough knowledge of every parish 
in his diocese, to supply the needs of which he applied his best energy 
and means. Under his impulse new churehes and schools were estab- 
lished in many places, and to carry on the growing work he secured tie 
assistance of many zealous Priests. 

His warm heart was truly in his work, and in his incessant labors 


he thought not of himself, so, as often occurs to the ‘‘willing spirit,” 


Continued on pave 80. 
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for a place of worship. On February 17, 1738, the project took definate 
shape, and the Church of San Fernando was rapidly built. The Missions 
were rather for the use and benefit of Indian converts, although they 
served also for a political purpose, viz. to firmly establish the frontier 
Jines and territory of Spain. Fora century anda quarter this Chureh 
fulfilled the needs of the population; in the mean time the settlement 
hecame known as San Antonio «dle Bexar. The town begun to grow rapidly 
aid the need of greater church accommodation was felt. On Septem- 
ber 27th, 1868, the corner stone ofa new structure was laid, and in order 
that there should be no interruption in the services, the new church 
was built around and over the old, which was removed when the new was 
built sxround and over the old church, which was removed when the new 
was sufticiently completed. The curious polygonal western portion 
facing Military Plaza with its moresque dome is a}jl that remains of 
San Antonio’s pioneer Church. 

The new Church was opened on October 6th, 1873, and was then 
constituted a Cathedral, since in the near future the new diocese of San 
Antonio was to be erected. This was done on Septeniber 3rd, 1874, and 

the Very Rev. A. D. Pellicer, D. D., was appointed the first aie He 
was installed in his new See on Chriehriiell Eve, 1874. 

At that time the diocese had ahout 40,000 Catholics who were 
ittended by about thirty-five Priests, nieking it evident that the Iubors 
of Bishops Odin and Dubuis had been pléssed, and that the seed they 
plunted had borne and coutinues to bear rich and abundant fruit. 


%. ¥ + * % * + * *% * * 


Note:—The foregoing pages compiled from the old Records of the 
Chureh of San Antonio, und a few old documents found here and there, 
hearing on the evangelization of Texas, show the establishment of the 
Church in San Antonio, the centre point from which irridiated those 
hands of Holy men who enlightened those numerous Indian tribes, 
throughout the province, silting in the darkness of error. From our 
researches we became convinced of the following conclusion, viz: that 
any one who could obtain acces3to the archives of Madrid, Spain, and of 
the two Convents still existing (although barbarously crippled and 
expoliated by the Mexican Government) at Querétaro and Guadalupe 
(near Zucatécas), and also consult the Records kept in the city of 
Mexico, could write some of the most interesting pages of ecclesiastical 
history of the United States. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


OUR RIGHT REV. BISHOPS, 
As already stated in the biographical sketch of the Right Rev. 


Bishop Pellicer, he, from the first took up his new labor with great zeal. 
Being a stranger to Texas, he had to become acquainted with his 
diocese. He began that task as early as he could. 


In so large a diocese, 
one may well understand 
that the ealls on and the 
duties of the Bishop are 
very numerous, and if 
continued will tell upon 
even the most robust 
‘constitution. It was 
thus that Bishop Pellic- 
ers health gave way, 
wid after Somewhat over 
six years of labor in 
Texas, he peacefully ex- 
pired April 14th, 1880, 
at his residence, adjoin- 
ing St. Mary’s Church, 
(now the residence of 
the Oblate Fathers. ) 

Upon the death of 
Bishop Pellicer, the 
Rey. Father J. C. Neraz 
who was his Vicar Gen- 
eral, was appointed Ad- 
ministrator of the 
diocese, and in time 
made suecessor in the 
See. He was consecrated 


on May 8th, 1881, at 


the San Fernando Cathe- 


: 
Ny 
ME 
: 
eo 





RIGHT REVEREND A. D. PELLIOER. 
First Bishop of San Antonio. 


dral; the Right Rey. Fitzgerald, Bishop of Little Rock, Ark., being the 
consecrator. A large number of the Bishops of the Arch diocese were 
present. The Catholics, as parishioners and as members of societies, 
urned out en musse, to honor the Bishop-elect. He was escorted with 
great demonstrations of joy to the Cathedral, where for the first time 
the impressive ceremony of the consecration of a Bishop was witnessed. 
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his health gave away, and he yielded back his soul to God on the 14th 
of April, 1880. 

His funeral obsequies took place at his Cathedral, where his remains 
are entombed (as shown by the stone slab) in front of the high altar at 
the head of the middle aisle. ; 

* Complled from Shea’s Catholic Hlerachy. 
* # # * i = * 
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With Bishop Neraz it was different than with Bishop Pellicer. He 
had long resided in Texas, had done extensive missionary work throngh- 
out the stute and was in consequence perfectly acquainted with the 
country and the people. 
Bishop Neraz, like his predecessor, was a man of God, appreciating 
the value of souls, and ever anxious, therefore, for the propagation of 
the faith. As will be fully set forth in his biographical sketch it will be 
secn that he was unremitting in his attention to the wants of his own 
diocese and those of the Vicariate of Brownsville of which he was 
adintnistrator from the death of Bishop Manucey until the appointment 
of the present Bishop, the Right Rev. Peter Verdaguer. For many 
years Bishop Neraz was a great sufferer, und took up his residence at 
St. John’s Orphan Asyluni in order to receive the necessary attention 
from the Sisters in the Hospital close by. He died on Noveinber 
15th, 1894. 
His funeral took place on November 19th, 1894, all the Catholics of 
the city took part in the obsequies. Af his personal request, he was 
interred in the San Fernando Cemetery, instead of in the Cathedral, as 
was Bishop Pellicer. 
The Right Rev. J. C. Neraz, had for his Vicar, the Rev. Father S. 
Buifard, who was appointed the Administrator upon the death of the 
Bishop and who served in that capacity urftil the election of the new 
Bishop, the Rt. Rev. J. A. Forest of Halletsville. 
*& 7 & % % % x * 
The Priests in charge of San Fernnndo as Pastors, were, the Rev. 
Father Genolin, from 1881 to 1890, followed by the Rev. Father J. A. 
Dumoliu to 1895, who was succeeded by the Rev. Father Juan de Dios 
Mufioz, the present incumbent. 


CHAPTER IX. 
VISITORS AND EVENTS. 


In the course of time the old Mission Church showed signs of 
modern improvements. The eastern wall was demolished and the two 
side-alls extended in the same direction, which gave a vast auditorium 
tothe future Cathedral. The tile pavement was removed and wooden 
flooring substituted, and pews putin. Shortly after San Fernando became 
the Cathedral of the diocese of San Antonio, a grand organ was inau- 
gurated, which was followed by the purchase of stained glass windows. 
VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE, JAMES GIBBONS. 
The city was honored with the visit of Cardinal Gibbons and the 
Cathedral was the special scene of this great event. On October 29, 
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Our Divine Saviour. 


AS DESCRIBED BY THE ANCIENT ROMAN OFFICIAL. 


HE FOLLOWING description of the personal appearance of our 
Lord Jesus Christ as seen by men among whom he lived while on 


earth, can not but be of interest to all. To those especially who & 
do love, or should love Him, and who hope to spend eternity with Him, | 


it will he 1 most agreeable assistance in picturing Him to their minds. 
And to those who have not the happy consolation of looking upon Him 


as their Redeemer and eternal reward, it will be of interest to know — 


what manner of man He was. , 


The description we give is compiled from articles that have | 


uppeared iu the press at times, and which claim to be a substantially 
correct translation of the original letter at Rome, which has come down 
throngh the corridors of time. 

It was the custom of Roman Governors to advise the Senate and 
the people of such material things occurriug in their Provinces. In 
the time of Tiberius Cesar, Publius Lentullus, Governor of Judea, 
wrote the following in a report to the Senate: ‘‘There is now in 
Judea, in these our days, a man of the most exalted virtue, who is 
called Jesus Christ. The Jews believe him a prophet, and his disciples 
not only accept Him as the Prophet of Truth, but Jove and adore Him 


as the Son of God. By the slightest touch or simplest word He scatters _ 


pestilence and heals the most loathsome maladies, and at His bidding 
the silent dead rise up in health snd live upon this earth again. 

In stature He is somewhst tall and comely, with a dignity at once 
attractive and impressive. His reverend countenanee is snecli as behold- 
ers may both love and fear. His beautiful hair is the color of a 
chestnut full ripe, plain to His ears, whence downward it is more 


wavering, flowing gracefully about His shoulders. In the midst of | 


His head, above His uoble brow, it is parted after the manner of the 
Nazarenes. His high forehead is plain and delicate; His face is withont 
spot or fault, and beautified with a lovely color; His nose and mouth are 
formed so nothing can be reprehended; His beard is full, alike in color 
with His hair—-not very long, but parted; His look is innoceut and 
mature; His eyes are grey, clear anc quick, seeming ever to hold in 


their unfathonmble depths the shadow of coming sorrows. In reproving & 


He is majestic; in admonishing, mild and sweet mannered; in couver- 
sationpleasant, though characterized with a gravity that becomes Him 


Continued on page 84. 
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1887, in returning from a trip to California, His Eminence, Cardinal 
James Gibbons, stopped in our city. The Catholies had but a few hours 
nolice of his coming, but they quickly organized. The news spread 
rapidly through the city; the various Chureli and benevolent societies 
were soon in readiness and a splendid reception was given to the distin- 
cuished Prelate. At the station be was met by the late Bishop of San 
Antonio, the Right Reverend J. C. Neruz, his clergy, the Mayor (the 
Hon. Bryan Callaghan) and a vast concourse of people. As he stepped 
from the train the Bishop introduced the Mayor, who cordially wel- 
comed him to our City. 

The crowd pressed around him, anxious to shake hands with him. 
As soon as he could release himself he was directed to a curriage, in 
which were seated by him the Bishop and Mayor Callaghan, and was 
driven to the Bishop’s residence. The next day was Sunday, and it was 
announced that His Eminence would preach in the Cathedral at High 
Mass. The clergy, the societies and citizens went to the Bishop's resi- 
dence to meet the Cardinal and escort him to the Church. Solemn High 
Mass was sung in the presence of His Eminence clad in his insignia of 
ollice. At the Gospel he ascended the pulpit and prenched a practical in- 
struction from the Gospel of the Sunday which referred to the image :.ni| 
inscription of Ceesar on the coin of the tribute. ‘The coin was the soul, 
the image on it, God’s, and [lis Eminence fittingly spoke of the respect 
und care due it. The audience filled the large Church to its capacity, 
an was representatives of the cosmopolitan population of San Antonio. 
As His Eminence had to leave the city that afternoon, there was no 
public reception, but many called on lim at the Episcopal residence, 
and were highly pleased at the cordial manner in which he entertained 
the during the few minutes of audience which he granted then. 

The Rev. Placide Louis Chapelle, then the Rector of St. Mathew’s 
Church, Washington, D. C., but now the Archbishop of Santa Fe, N. 
M., who accompanied Ilis Eminence, prenched in Sr. Mary’s, also, at 

High Mass. 
In the afternoon the distinguished party was escorted to the station 
hy members of the clergy and [aity and boarded the tram, going east 
to New Orleans. 
THE PAPAL JUBILEE. 


A meeting of the Catholic clergy and representatives of ihe various 
Parishes and societies of the city was held at the Bishop's residence to 
range fov a grand celebration of the Jubilee of His Holiness, Pope 
Leo XIII. A committec of arrangements was appointed, who adopted 
the following programme for the celebration : 

On Saturday, December 31, 1887, at 9 4. ., Pontifienl High Mass 
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well. It can not be said that any have seen Him laugh, but many hayg 
seon Him weep. In proportion of body excellent; His hands and amns 
most delicate to behold. In speaking very temperate, modest and wise, 
Truly, @ man for His remarkable perfections surpassing the children of 
men.” 
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was celebrated in San Fernando Cathedral by Rt. Rey. J. C. Neraz, 
Bishop of the Diocese, who, at the close of the Mass, bestowed the 
Papal Benediction. Representatives of every Catholic society and 
Parish in the city were present. 

On Sunday, January 1, all societies, schools and congregations in 
the city assembled at their respective churches at 2:30 p. mM. and marched 
in procession to the Episcopal residence, where they took places assigned 
io them by the grand marshal. 








CATHEDRAL OF SAN FERNANDO.—lRONT, 
Diocese af San Antonio, Texas. 


Promptly at 3:30 Pp. w. the procession moved from the Episcopal 
residence and took the following line of march : 

North on Dwyer Avenue, Main Plaza and Soledad Strect to Hous- 
ton Street, east to Alamo Plaza, south to Commerce Street, west on 
Commerce to Main Plaza, south to main entrance of San Fernando 
Cathedral. When the procession entered the Cathedral, Pontifical 
Vesters were sung, and the celebration closed with solemn benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament. 


COLUMBIAN CELEBRATION, Oct. 21sT., 18992. 


The Catholics of San Antonio did not fail to join in the general 
enthusiasm roused all over America on the occasion of the 400th suni- 
versary of the discovery of America. If Columbus had the counsel and 
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Right Rev. J. d. Forest. | 


BISHOP OF SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


UR PRESENT, most worthy Bishop, like most of his predecessors 
is the honored son of Catholic France. 

He was born December 25th, 1838, at St. Martin, Germain, France; 
the son of a well-to-do farmer. He received his early instruction (to the 
age of 13 years) from the Christian Brothers; after which having deter- 
mined to give his life to God—-lhe attended the College of St. Jaudard 
for six years; then two years at the Seminary of Alix, pursuing 
philosophy and mathematics; which was followed hy three ycars at the 
Seminary of Lyons in the study of theology. 

After conipleting his course, he enlisted in the service of the 
American Missions, uceepting the invitation of Right Rev. Bishop 
Dnbuis, to come to Texas. On January 3rd, 1863, he and more than 
fifty other missionaries set sail, for the new world, where, after sixty 
long, rough, tedious «ys at sea on a sailing vessel, they arrived at New 
Orleans. It was about three days after the cily was taken by General 
Ben Butler, who refused them admission at first, thinking them to he § 
perhaps French Officers, coming to aid the struggling Confederacy. 

In April, 1868, our young Missionary was raised to the Deaconship, 
having received the other minor orders in France. In May he was 
ordained as Priest, and immediately departed for Mexico, arriving at 
Bagdad, from whence he went on foot to Matanioras (in company with 9 
Rev. Frs. Butfard and Savoye), at which point he crossed the lio 
Grande to Brownsville, where, in Texas—his promised land—he offered 
to God, for the first time, the Most Holy Sacritice of the Mass. 

Spending a few days in Brownsville, he set out (also Rev. Frs 
Buffard, Savoye and McGee) with a train of ox-carts for the always 
prominent city of San Antonio, where they arrived after a trip of over 
three weeks. Many were the exciting and varied scenes witnessed in 
those days, which were both new and astounding to our young Apostle, 
fresli from College and Christian civilization. On the morning after his 
arrival, having found « man hung on one of the large trees at the front 
door of the Priest’s house (where St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum is now), 
he and a brother Priest armed themselves with a large cross-cut sav 
and cut down the whole row, in order to remove the temptation from 
others who might wish to repeat the vicious act. Thus he proved a: 
the onset to possess a spirit of courage, enforced with prudence and & 
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aid of the Franciscan Friars in the realization of his great project, the 
Cutholie citizens of San Antonio could recall the date when Francisenan 
Fathers came to their city to impart to the then residents the blessings 
of their ministry. The very name of their city borrowed from a 
Franciscin Saint, summoned to their mind the whole scheme of the 
discovery and convinced them of the appropriateness of celebrating 
the day. For weeks the committees from the several churches held 
regular meetings to settle the many details connected with the demon- 
strition which was contemplated. The event commemorated was 
eminently Catholic and in order to prove this to the world, it was judged 
belitting that there should be the most complete procession of Catholics 
ever held in the historic city. Accordingly, the congregation of each 
Church at a given hour asseinbled at Travis Park snd was immediately 
assigned a place in the procession. 

He:ided by the Rev. Clergy, the procession with bands «nd banners 
moved through the principal streets of the city to the Bishop’s residence 
on Dwyer Avenue. His Lordship was escorted to the Cathedral where 
a Solemn High Ma<s was sung, in gratitude to God for the blessings 
conferred on the country during the last 400 ye:rs and to petition Him for 
1 continuanes of the sume. The chons of the Catholic Churches 
combined on that day to present an unusually fine programme of music. 
After the Mass the procession reformed and proceeded to the dedication 
an | blessing of the new St. Joseph’s Hall. The Right Rev. Bishop 
performed the ceremonies of the blessing. He expressed his pleasure at 
seeing the progress made by the German congregation, manifested uot 
only in the erection of their Church, parochial residence and school, but 
in building the first Catholic hatl in San Antonio. 

The Indies of St. Mary’s Parish did honor also to the memory of 
Queen Isabella. In St. Joseph’s hall «a few d:uys later, they guve an 
entertuimnent consisting of uppropriate music, tebleaux and recitations. 
The entire demonstration was worthy of the event celebrated and highly 
creditable to the Catholic citizens of San Antonio. 


VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE, FRANCIS OARDINAL SATOLLI. 


Shortly after his elevation to the Cardinalate, and previous to his 
returning to Rome, His Eminence, Cardinal Francis Satolli, planned a 
tour through the southern «and western parts of the country. Coming 
from New Orleans he had agreed to touch at Sian Antonio on the 24th of 
February, 1896 on his way to El Paso. The Central Cutholic Union 
was requested to aid the clergy in making the due arrangements for the 
reception. On the morning of the above date the varions committees 
of the societies and a representative of the clergy went half way 
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foresight, which traits still endure for God’s sake and the salvation of | 
souls. | 

Father Forrest stayed a month in San Antonio, and then went to 
St. Mary’s, in Lavaca County, four miles west of Halletsville, af which 
he was placed in charge, together with «ll the Missions of Lavaca, 
Fayette and Gonzales Counties. He wis u stranger in a strange lani, 
with no knowledge of the people, or their language, the needs of whom 
he was to administer. But his faith was « coluinn of fire, which lighted 
his path through this period of darkness; his hope stiniuluted his 
natural courage, and his abundant charity was the motive power thut 
propelled him tn all things. In three months he had practically acquired 
the English and Bohemian languages, and thus he continued onward, 

Ikaving accepted and begun these arduous duties for love, he 
happily continued them for love, and his love has been blessed. The — 
old adage that ‘“Slove makes lubor light” may be applied even to 
religious work. His devotion to his flock soon wou their contidence and 
ailection, and it is stated to their credit that they have never failed nor 
flagged in their loyalty to him. He was not only their spiritual Father, 
but proved himself a sympathizing friend: and 1 wise counselor. 

That his disposition is one of great conteniment and humility is 
incieated by the long term of years speut in the same section, where he | 
labored for thirty-two years with undaunted courage and exceeding 
patience, accomplishing unmeasured good fur the holy faith und the 
sanctification of souls. 

When his Missions grew and he required help, Rev. Fr. Murtiniere 
(now Vicar General of Dallas) was assigned as his first assistant. Since 
that. about fifteen of the Priests of the Diocese have successively 
labored with him as assistants. 

When Father Forest first went to St. Mary’s the place of worslip 
was a little log hut, and his dwelling was in harmony with it. These, 
however, served #s headquarters for many yerrs, during which and since 
he has caused many churches and schools to be erected throughout the 
district under lis care. In fact, their numbers are so great as to 
deservedly entitle him to be called, as he is, the ‘*Chureh builder.” 

In the various undertakings, which were carried on most often 
under very adverse circunistances, both as regards means anil labor, 
Rev. Fr. Forrest proved hiinself more than generous in giving over his 
own means or patrimony, and ever promptly set the example of 
unselfishness and industry by pulling off his coat when necessary and 
domg any kind of labor needed, such as burning lime, mixing mortar, 

















and even to taking a five-yoke team of oxen and going forty miles to 


haul rock for his Church. His contidence was in God, snd his special 
Continued on page 00, 
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between this city and Galveston, on the Southern Pacific railroad, to 
ineet this Prince of the Church. Several Priests hud boarded the train 
as it came from the eastern direction. On reaching Marion station the 
committee from San Antonio entered the car occupied by His Eminence 
ind Secretary. With all the affability of the courtier he received the 
several gentlemen as they were one by one introduced to him and 
chatted freely with them. The train renched San Antonio abont 4:25 
p.M., und, notwithstanding that it had rained heavily the whole day and 
unide the streets very muddy, 2 great multitude had assembled around 
ihe station enger to get a glimpse at the one who had been so prominent 
in the serious questions which agitated the Church of Ameriea during 
the late years. Fortunately, however, the rain had ceased a few 
minutes hefore the arrival of the train and the sun shone out brightly 
through the scattering clouds and spread gladness everywhere. The 
procession was a long one, and proceeded to the Cathedral. At the 
door the Right Rev. J. A. Forest, Bishop of San Antonio, and the 
Right Rev. P. Verdaguer, Vicar Ap. of Brownsville, received the 
Cardinal with the ceremonies prescribed for such an occasion and 
conducted him into the Sanctuary. 

After kneeling a few minutes in prayer His Eminence went to the 
throne when the Bishop of San Antonio in his name and that of the 
clergy and people hade him welcome to the historic city of the Als:mo. 
His Eminence answered in Latin and bore out his reputation as an orator 
of superior merit. The procession reformed and escorted him to the 
Episcopal residence. He appeared on the balcony surrounded by the 
Clergy and Mr. Ed. Dwyer representing the Catholic laity of the city 
delivered a hritliant, forid and sound oration in which he professed the 
wnyielding allegiance of Catholics to the Pope while being Joval to the 
constitution of this country. The Cardinal then retired for the night. 
The next morning he said. Holy Mass at 9 o'clock at the Cathedral. The 
Right Rev. Bishop of San Antonio entertained at dinner, His Eminence, 
the Right Rev. P. Verdaguer, Vicar Ap. of Brownsville, who had come 
expressly to meet the Cardinal, the priests of the city and others visiting 
from the country parishes. After dinner, carringes were provided by 
the Committee of the Catholic Central Union to take His Eminence and 
suite to the varions institutions of learning and charity. He visited St. 
Mary’s Chnreh; St. Joseph’s; St. Peter Clavers (colored); St. Joseph’s 
School, the Ursuline Academy and the community of the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word at the Santa Rosa Infirmary and the Alamo City Public 
Library. 

The [talian colony made a speciil call on His Eminence in the evening 
ind presented him with a memorial address. This closed the social 
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2 | friend was St. Joseph’s, of whom he would say—regarding something 
; accomplished—‘‘St. Joseph came ‘to my assistunce, or I conld not have 
, succeeded.” 
He visited his native land twice since his adoption of Texas as his 
home; once in 1872 and then again in 1889. 
Upon the death of Rt. Rev. J. C. Neraz, which occurred in Novem. 
ber, 1894, Rev. Fr. Forest was chosen to succeed lim, and he the thir( § 
Bishop of San Antonio. He was consecrated by the Most Rev. Francis 
Janssens, D. D., (Archbishop of New Orleans) on October 28, 1895, at 
the Cathedral in San Antonio, which occasion was a most popula 
demonstration. It is computed that 25,000 persons took part in the 
procession ; there were also quite x number of the most prominent 
dignitaries of the United States preseut, they being on their return from | | 
the solemnities of crowning the miracnlous picture of Our Lady of | 
Guadalupe in the City of Mexico. | 
In closing these few remarks we may state that the work he has 
wecomplished, the conversions he has brought about, the good he has 
done among all classes, and the esteem in which he is held, bespeak his 
worth more eloquently than words. His highest enconinm consists in 
having remned thirty-two years in the same Missions, which he left 
without incurring the censure of a scrutinizing public, and without 
baving made a single enemy. 
During the first year of his Episcopate he has visited all the 
Parishes of his Diocese. even the remotest, which had never before 
enjoved the visit of a Bishop. All foretells a prosperous and fruitful 
reign, which indeed is the heartfelt prayer of his devoted children. 


Compiled from the Southern Messenger. 
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eveits in connection with the Cardinal’s visit to the city. On the fol- 
lowing morning he bade farewell to the reverend clergy and lay gentle- 
men who had accompsnied him to the station and departed with the 
train going to El Paso. Bishop Forest and the Rev. A. Dumoulin went 
with him as far as this point. 


CHAPTER X. 
THE CHURCH AT HALLETSVILLE AND VIOINITY. 


From a lecture on the ‘“‘Early Texas Missions,” delivered at St. 
Xavier’s College in St. Louis, Missouri, on June 24, 1877, by Very 
Rey. Canon Thos. Johnston (a former Pastor of St. Mary’s Church in 
San Antonio), we extract the following: * * * ‘The last of these 
great Franciscans was Padre Diaz, who was killed by the Indians 
near St. Augistine in 1833. This was a season of strife and struggle, of 
turmoil and disorder, during which Texas independence was secured. 

“At this time an event took place very favorable to the English 
sperking Church in Texas, when quite a number of families went to 
Texas from Perry County, Missonri. They were mostly Kentucky 
stock and Catholics. ‘They were without a Priest. 

Father Edward Clark and Fr. Hayden, natives and residents of 
Kentucky, hearing of their spiritual condition, volunteered to go to 
their assistance. Father Clark lived and labored in Texas for eigliteen 
yeurs, and Fr. Hayden lived scarcely as many monthis. 

When Fr. Odin visited Texas in 1840, he visited the Lavaca settle- 
ment, made by the Missouri Catholics. He reevived a joyful welcome 
from them, for they had known him in Missouri. Here he met Fr. 
Clark for the first time. 


* # “: % x x ¥* os * o 


Bishop Odin brought over many Seminarists from France for the 
Texas Missions, whom he sent to Barrens, Mo., to learn English. Many 
have been called to their reward, but some still !abor and cherish many 
pleasant recollections of Barrens. * * * Thus you will see how 
closely Missouri is identified with the Church in Texas.” 

Rev. Fr. Clark it was who built St. Mary’s Church on Smothers’ 
Creek, four miles west of Halletsville, in 1840. The rude dwelling 
there was built by the Rev. Fr. Padey about 1850. Here it was that 
lr, Forest (now Bishop) began his Missionary work. In those early 
diys the hostilities of tne Indians were so great that the work accom- 
plished was done, so to speak, with rifle in hand, always to be prepared 
for an unexpected attack froin those murderous marauders. 

St. Mary’s Church was remodeled in 1887 hy Ir. Forest; it was 
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 re-cetled and a new belfry erected. It is a building 40 by 100 feet, 


with a tower 105 feet high; it’s construction tis massive, 80,000 feet of 


of lumber having been used. It seats about 500] persons, and cost 


approximately $5,000. 
The Church in Halletsville is a handsome stone structure, dedicated 


to the honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The stone for it was. 
gotten from the Mul 
doon quarry, hauled o1 
ox-carts at the rate o: 
' about one load a week. 
The building was com- 
'menced in 1873 and 


completed in 1881. It 


has cost $35,000, and is 


considered the hand- 
somest Church in that 
section. 

Halletsville has also 
a pastoral residence, in 


_ harmony with the hand- 
P some Chureh, and 


enjoys the blessing of a 


| first-class school for the, 


elucation of young 


f women, that of the 


Academy of the Sacred 
Heart, conducted by the 
Sisters of the Incarnate 


® Word and of the Blessed 


Sacrament, 

Halletsville is the cen- 
ter of an intensely Cath- 
oc territory, where 


} thrive the many differ- 


ent beautiful Catholic societies required to fultill the needs of the 


P various phases or departments of Christian Catholic life. A particular 
tention may be made of the very successful branch of the Catholic 


Knights of America. 
A Church dedicated to St. John, the Baptist, was commenced in 


1865 at Antioch, and was completed in 1891 at a cost of $4,000. 


The Church at Youkum is that of St. Joseph, which was com- 


| “menced in 1869 and completed in 1876. It is of stone from Rocky 
Creek. Youkum has a Pastoral residence and a Parochial school. 
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Hallettsville, 


foremost city between 

3,000 inhabitants and 

happily situated, lying 
xas. It has never had, 
[steadily onward. Its 
r the confidence of the 
s thickly settled witha 
' attend strictly to their 
ed there. The contract f 
The Catholic Church is 
n. The present Rt. Rey. 
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Shiner has the Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, built in 1891 at 
il cost of $5, 000. 
St. Josephs is also the name of the Church at Moulton, which was 


commenced in 1889 and completed in 1892, costing $5,000. 


All of the above churclies were built by Rev. Fr. Forest, although 
at present they each have resident pastors. 


CHAPTER XI. 
THE CHUROH AT VICTORIA. 


In July of 1840 the Rev. E. Estany was in charge of the Church at 
Victoria. Following him in close succession came the Rev. Jas. 
Fitzgerald, from December of 1847 to 1849; Rev. Jas. Giraudon from 
1850 to 1852; Rev. J. Anstuett, from 1854 to 1856. The Revs. B. 
O'Reilly, Querat and Kuntzman also exercised the ministry for some 
time at Victoria. Things took a more progressive turn when the Very 
Rey. A. Gardet became Rector of St. Mary’s Church «at Victoria. He 
erected the tower of the Church, touvk a lively interest in school matters 
and encouraged the Nuns of the Incarnate Word to build their 
Convent. This institution has educated many of the leading ladies in 
Victoria and throughout the state. During Fr. Gardet's administration 
the College and Diocesan Seminary of St. Joseph were opened for the 
education of the youth of Victoria and the preparation of Priests for the 
ministry. Though the Seminary is diocesan, the Bishops of other clioceses 
have frequently sent to it some of their clerical students whose health 
night require a mild and dry climate such as is found in Texas. Father 
Gardet was pastor of St. Mary’s from 1856 to 1892 und after his death 
the Very Rev. L. Wyer who was then President of the College and 
divector of the Seminary became pastor of St. Mury’s. The Very Rev. 
Father now discharges the duties of his triple office with inarked faith- 
fulness and the parishioners expect soon to see i handsome new Church 
erected as the result of his careful manxzgement of the finances of the 
Parish and the generous contributions of the congregation. 

About ten miles from Victoria, eighteen from Cuero and on the left 
hank of the Guadalupe River are to be seen the ruins of a Church and 
monastery erected in 1714 by Don Domingo Roman. The Church was 
situated in what is known as the Mission Valley and was called Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. Judging from its foundation, the Church was 
about seventy feet long by twenty wide. 

The monastery was about eighty-five feet long; another structure 
placed at right angles with it measured seventy in length. Close by the 
monastery, aS was customary in all the Franciscan Missions, there was a 
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Victoria, 


es County Seat of Victoria County, is one of the oldest towns jx 


Texas, having been established in 1822, and incorpornted in 1836, _ 


It was known far and wide as being headquarters for ranchmen, it 


being the supply point for all Southwest Texas. It has figured promi § 


nently in ‘lexus history and stands to-day the same veritable rock-ribbed 
giant, overshadowing all would-be rivals. It is on the N. Y. T. &M, 
R.-R., at the junction of the Cuero and Beeville branches, tw enty-eighit 
miles from the Gulf, in the heart of x» wonderfully productive and 


healthy country. Jt has a population of 6,000, and the handsomest | 


residences of any town of its size in the Onn. with «an elegunt court § 


house, opera house, electric light plant, water works, a showcase and sasi 
aud blind factory, creamery, cigar factory, three banks, four news- 
papers, etc., it is 00 wonder she is keeping her place in the lead. 
Situated on the banks of the Guadalupe River, a navigable 
stream, it is only a question of time when Victoria will share the lonors 
with San Antonio, Houston and Galveston. All religious denominations 
are represented; notably, the Catholics; who have two Churches, a Con- 


vent, College and Seminary. The country about is rapidly filling up | 


with « superior class of farmers, principally from the North, many of 
whom are secking to be benetited by the wonderful climate. 

Victoria is one of the few towns that figures conspicuously in the 
early history of Texas. It was near Victoria that Col. J. Ward and bis 
men were deceived and taken by the lymg Mexican hypocrite, General 
Urrea, who marched them back to Goliad to be murdered with Col. 
Fannin and his command, March 27, 1836. The names of Mr. John J. 


Linn and Mrs. Margaret Linn, of Victovia, enjoy honorable prominence | 


in connection with those days of strife and struggle. 
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well whieh supplied water for the community. The Church and 
monastery stood on 1 hill which gave a splendid view of the beautiful 
Mission Valley. A few hundred steps from the Church there are to be 
seen four cisterns which probably contained a purer water than that 
found in the river. About a mile and a half from the monastery on 
what is known as the Mission Creek, there was adam, of which only a 
portion remuins; it is a wall five feet thick, twelve feet long and four feet 
high. Old inhabitants attest to having noticed four arches connected 
with this rain, though they can not tell for what purpose they had 
heen built. 

Considering the date of the foundation of this Mission may we not 
ask a question ? In 1713 the Friars left the Missions on the Rio Grande 
and reached San Antonio in 1718. May we not conjecture that at least 
some of them stopped on the binks of the Guadalupe and established 
the Mission of that name in 1714 ? 

The last Franciscan to leave that Mission was Father Muro, who in 
1883 was recalled to Zacatécas by his superiors. 


NAZARETH ACADEMY. 


In December, 1866, at the earnest request of Very Rev. Father 
Gardet, the Right Rev. Bishop Dubuis, then Bishop of Galveston, sent 
fron Brownsville to Victoria, five sisters of the Incarnate Word, to 
commence @ foundation of their Order there. Mother St. Claire, who, 
in 1852, had been sent from Lyons to Brownsville, accompanied by three 
sisters, to found the first house of the Order of the Incarnate Word in 
Texas, was aguin chosen superioress of the new house. By her wise 
and prudent management, the difficulties always attendant upon begin- 
lings, were surmounted. The zeal of the good Bishop, who even assisted 
in the building of the house, and the devotedness of the revered Pastor, 
ill contributed to placing it, very soon, 1n a flourishing condition. The 
community at first, consisted of tive members. At present it numbers 
twenty-four sisters. Besides this, the house of Victoria has established 
several others, all of which aredoing much good for religion and 
edueation. 


CHAPTER XII. 
THE CHURCH AT CASTROVILLE. 


A characteristic letter from the Reverend C. M. Dubuis the founder 
of the Mission and Chureh of Castroville, to a Priest in France. 
CasTROVILLE, Ocr., 25, 1847, 
My Dear Fatuer: The poor Missionary whom the deserts and the 
occan separate from his country, is happy in the thought that his friends 
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Castroville 


S THE name of a quiet little town, picturesquely situated on ihe 
Medina River, in Medina County, about 30 miles west of San An- 


tonio. Ittakes its name from Henry de Castro, who brought out the | 


colony that first composed the settlement, more than a half century ago. 


Her people have always been peaceable and industrious, and ip | 


early days they suffered many privations, and inconveniences, and mucli 
loss from the inroads and depredations of the Indian marauders. 

That Castroville is distinctively 1 Catholic town, is shown by the 
innnense cross erected on the top of the hill, called ‘*Cross-Hill,” to the 
west of and overlooking the town. As in other Catholic towns, the 
beautiful custom of the Corpus Christi procession, winding its way 
through its streets to altars erected therein, still maintains, having the 
respect and admiration of those not of the faith. 

Like many au other town Castroville did not understand at the time, 
the necessity of securing the railroad; they near-sightedly imagined that 
the railroad would have to come to her, and for that reason neglected to 
raise the required bonus. The railroad therefore went about six miles 
south of her, and from that time on she began to decline. Later on her 


people tried to build a tap line from: Lacoste up, but for certain reasons | 


failed, and it has never been attempted since. Ter population, which in 
her best days was about 1,000 souls, is now decreased to five or six 
hundred. Her property or realty values have deprecinted perhaps 75 
or more per cent. 

Not ouly did she suffer from the railrond misfortune, but since she 
is not in or near the center of the County, Hondo City which is, and 
which furthermore is on the railroad line, claimed the better rib to be 
the County seat, and after several unsuccessful attempts, did finally sue- 
ceed in removing it from Castroville to Hondo City, by a two-thirds 
vote of the people of the county. 


Notwithstanding her sore reverses, she still has her busy people, | 


enjoys good schools, and several churches, makes good crops, 
raises fine stock, and hopefully looks for the day when a new 
railroad will rumble and roll right to her heart. Several ample 
business houses do busines there, and comfortable neat dwellings 


abound. A well built dam across the Medina River provides a water 


power which is used by her able and progressive citizen, Mr. Joseph & 


Continued on page 102. 
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expect the repose of a sybarite. ‘The next day I visited my flock and 
learned the nature of the soil on which I was to endeavor to scatter the 
sect. [| soon found that nearly every nation had furnished its contin- 
gent to my Parish. It was chietly composed of Belgians, Dutch, 
Prussiaus, Westphalians, Hungarians and Austrians, about 1,300 emi- 


grants, many of them Germans, who spoke a kind of language which 


belonged 1 should fancy, to no country. Never mind, I resolutely set to 
work and after three weeks attempted to publicly speak their jargon. 
Now, the first difficulties have been overcome. Even the hereties came 
to me to have their young children baptized and they send the elder ones 
to Catechism. I have given 500 Communions. 

Besides the colonists there were the Indian tribes to evangelize. I 
eun tel] you something about these redoubtable savages. I have made 
their intimate acquaintance for I have heen twice captured by them. 
On the 17th of June,as I set out at daybreak to go to celebrate the Holy 
Sacrifice at Quihi, where these cannibals had lately killed seven persons, 
I saw nine Comanches about two hundred paces off. ‘I could not think 
of flight, I doubt whether I had time to even dream of it—the Indian’s 
horse is as swift as his arrows. All I knew was that these savages 
introduced me to 2 new world. But scarcely had I told them that I was 
the captain of the Church, when I found myself lifted on their horses 
and pressed by turns to the rude breasts of the chief and his followers. 
Not a smile on their lips or their faces qualified this singular drama, 
which though it lasted but a quarter of an hour seemed to me sufficiently 
long. The upshot of it was that they wanted whiskey ; they must have 
it without fail, and woe to me if I had any, for with the first drop of 
brandy their respect for the captain of the Chureh changes into the war 
whoop. The Comanche warriors are prodigies of velor and daring. 
The Mexicans hive never been able to resist this tribe of 60,000 braves. 
In my district on the Frio River, a detachinent of 12,000 men is camped 
and it is more than enough to annihilate the civilized people of Texas if 
Providence had not imposed an msuperable barrier to their implacable 
und resistless power.. The Comanches, like the Lipans, their faithful 
comrades in brigandage and devastation, cannot live in bands of more 
than a hundred, because having no subsistence but the chase they are 
compelled to scatter in pursuit of their prey. ‘Their religion defies 
everything which acts powerfully on their senses or which inspires them 
with terror, The sun is the principal object of their worship. 
Every Comanche bears its image suspended around his neck and two 
crescents in his ears. A sun is also painted on his shield and beneath is 
a little bag containing a stone which renders them invulnerable. To 
superstition they join the manners of cannibal tribes; even the ties of 
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Courand, in running his splendid flouring and grist mill, and cotton & 
ginning plant. We also uses steam, and has acquipped the plant with & 
every modern advantage. Mr. P. Youngman and Mr. Fouss are 
numbered among her leading business men. | 

In Brown's ‘‘Texas Pioneers” we are told that Mr. Castro brought _ 
over 5,000 immigrants from Europe to Texas. President lonston | 
appotnted him Texas Consul Gener] to France. | 

On September 3rd, 1844, the first colony reached their destination 
and formally inaugurated the settlement. To nume it in honor of Mr. | 
Castro, was the unanimous desire. Mr. Castro proved himself a Father, | 
in supplying the necessitics of the colonists, expending, about $150,000 
of his personal means. 

Brown also says that Bishop Odin laid snd blessed the corner stone — 
of the first house dedicnted to God’s worship,—which service was 
renilered before the settlers had completed respectable huts, in which to 
shelter their families. 


ol —« os st = on ety — ——— —— = = ed 
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Last Wills or Testaments. 


AVE you a will to make? If so, it is well to make it and to besure FB 
H to give our Lord and Master a place and share init, inthe personsof B 
the poor and helpless. Holy Scripture says that “ He who givesio | 
the pour lends to the Lord,” who will repay it an hundred-fold. 


All things belong to God, and those who have them are simply pu- — 
mitted to use them for awhile; they can, therefore, weil afford to give 
Him or His, n portion. Our Lord says, ‘Amen J say to you, aslongas Bt 


you did it to one of these, my least brethren, you did at to me. { Matt. 
AXXYV., 40.) And St. Vincent de Paul has said: ‘*Those who love } 
the poor in life shall have no fear of deati.” _ 

If you have alrendy made your will, and have forgotten or failed & 
to give God His portion, quickly add the necessary codicil to that effect. 

Also, note that outside of the abandoned foundling, the poor little 
orphans, the pitiable incurables and destitute old people, there are 
those living about among us as neighbors and friends who are the 
accidental poor; the worthy, industrious poor; those who are tem- 
porarily poor or needy during some misfortune, who hide tlieir sorrov, 
yet all of whom deserve help, and to give it isa wondrous good work. 

Now, while no mediun) or channel of clistribution is absolutely 
perfect, we will say that outside of the regular institutions the best 
means to reach the poor is through the Society of Sr. Vincent DE Patt. 
Bequests may be left to the Superior Council, to Local or Particular | 
Councils, or to Parish Conferences. Small sums enn be sent or handed & 
in, or dropped in their ‘* Poor Boxes.” 
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a jlood cnnnot soften their savage nature. The Indian has no care for his 
i ® family, his wife, who is his absolute slave, must do every thing for 
0 him. Often he will not even bring in the game he has killed, but sends 
his wife to fetch it to him. Jf he fights, she stands by him to supply 
{ § him with arrows. Companion of his perils she surpasses him in cruelty, 
1 § anid it is always in spite of her sanguinary solicitations that the warrior 
consents to show mercy. Hitherto the gospel has failed to gain a hear- 
ing from the tribes, the mere attempt would cost the life of a huudred 
missionaries if a hundrec! should dare undertake the task. How will 
: @ itend? God only knows, he alone can make.the tiger dwell with the 
} Jamb. 
But the most doleful incident of my apostolic career remains to he 
‘-® told. On the 15th of last June, returning from a sick call, to my 
3% creat joy, I found a comrade installed in my hut. This was the Rev. 
' ® Father Chazelle, nephew of the Pastor of St. Irencus at Lyons. 
 Comiug from civilized Galveston, Father Chazelle felt great repugnance 
to surrendering himself to be the food of the vermin which infested my 
f retreat. He proposed that 1 build a house. 1 heartily assented to this, 
nud we soon set to work and huilt our habitatian without aid from any 
one. It is an edifice which the poorest European would not have as a 
gift. yet out of one hundred and fifty it is the first which displays in 
any degree the touch of French architecture. Much of it was built 
at night. Briefly, the most necessary part of it having been finished, 
we found ourselves installed in it on the 2nd of August, and wearied 
out we went to sleep. The next day neither of us xppeared in the 
town; we both had contracted the typhus fever, and neither of us had 
strength to give n gluss of water to the other. After two days the 
neithbors came to see what had hecome of us, and when our condition 
® was known they came iv nunihers to visit us. Every morning a pail of 
_ water was placed between us, and in the eveniug not a crop of ite 

| renntined. 
| On the tenth day I was able to rise, and I attempted to offer the 
Holy Sacrifice on the Feast of the Assumption, but first I said to Father 
Chazelle: ‘* Let us hear one another’s confession for the last time, 
then the stronger of the two shall try to say Mass and carry Holy 
Commuuion to the other.” We hoth got up. I thought myself the 
sironger of the two, and prepared to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice, but 
so weak was I that after vesting myself with the alb I was compelled to 
_ sitdewn. Twice during the Mass I did the same; then I bore the 
Viaticum to my confrere, and we lay down, as on the previous day, 
® with the fixed idea that neither of us would get up again. On the 
| 18th we went to select the grave of the first who should die; on the 
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Rt. Rev. Claudius Maria Dubuis. 


THE FIRST PASTOR OF CASTROVILLE, 
THE SECOND BISHOP OF TEXAS. 


= i: 
feels MARY DUBUIS, the boy, who, in later life, would o § | 


i -_ ws nm 


well serve Holy Mother Church as Missionary Priest, und as Bishop | 

of Texas, wis born 
in France in the year 
1817. Having chosen 
to give his life to God, 
he made the studies for 
it, and was ordained on 
June ist, 1844, by His 
Eminence Curdinal de 
Bonald, -:in St. John’s 
Cathedral at Lyons. 

In the year 1845, 
Right Rev. Bishop Odin 
visited France, at which 
time he induced the Rev. 
Father Dubuis to es- 
pouse the cause of the 
Missions and to come to 
Texas. After his arrival 
he was stationed at 
Castroville, which was 

“then a new settlement, 
as his graphic letter 
given in the “History of 
Castroville” will show. 

While the settlers 
were busy building their 
rude shelters for their RT, REV. CLAUDIUS MAKIA DUBUILS. 
families, Father Dubuis 
personally labored at hauling stone, sand, ete., for a small house in 
which to worship God, and which he built almost entirely with Jus — 
own hands. It is of stone, and measures 18 hy 30 feet and still stands 
on the grounds of the Convent of the Sisters of Divine Providence, ! — 
lasting) monument to his indomitable will and energy, and a bright 











Continued on page 106 ‘ 
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0th we tottered about, leaning on one another—a pair of walking 
corpses. We had no strength to return to the house. Father Chazelle 
lay down on an old chest, and there he expired in such pain that it was 
impossible to recognize in him a single feature. As le had wished, I 
caused a great cross to be erected on his grave, and uot a day passes 
without some Catholics coming to kneel and pray for the repose of his 
sonl. FE need not add that of all my trials this loss has proven the 
keenest. Death may be preparing to smile on me in the wilderness, 
without a comrade to catch my lust sigh! However, I have not yet felt 
© particle of distaste for my work, and were I again in France I would 
start at once for the Texas Mission, which I will only abandon when 
strength and life shall Jeave ine. 
Cuaupe M. Dusrus, 
Missionary Apostolte: 


This letter is graphic ; we leave it in its original garb, hoping it 
will be appreciated by the readers. 


We received the following letter from the Rev. John Kirch, the 
present zealous Pastor of Castroville. 
CasTROVILLE, May 13, 1897. 
Rev. AND Dear FatHer 


Having promised that I would send you a short notice on the 
Church at this place, I now comply with my promise. 

I took charge of the Parish of Custroville, St. Louis Church, ou 
the L5th of December, 1895. My predecessor was the Rev. Jerome 
Lagleder, who returned to his natal place in Bavaria, where he is in 
charge of a small Parish. Since my arrival in Castroville we have 
mule the acquisition of a church organ, a beautiful set of stations of 
the cross and a rich Sanctuary lamp. We have placed a new roof over 
the Sanctuary, and made other improvements. 

On the 16th of February, 1896, the Church of Castroville suffered 
i disastrous calamity. The beautiful Parochial residence became a 
pray to the flames. J myself had a narrow escupe from bevoming a 
victim of the dread element. ‘The Parish sutlered a loss of $4,000, und 
I inyself lost over #1,000 worth of personal property. The tliree 
hundred families composing my Parish lcagued together, nd, upon the 
advice of the Right Rev. J. A. Forest, another residence was aierthd at 
1 cost of $3,000. To-day we have not one cent of debt. 

Castroville, in the Medina valley, may be well proud of her heau- 
tiful Chureh, one of the largest of the Diocese of San Antonio. The 
huilding is 60 by 180 feet, of hard rock, costing about ¥%35,000. It is 
the third one that has been built. The indefatigable efforts of Rev. 
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exemplification of the old adage: ‘*‘ Where there’s a will there’s a way.” 


He, moreover, ofien earned his bread and bacon by working with the J 


colonists in the fields. 
In 1847 Father Dubuis was transferred to San Antonio, where he 
became the Pastor of San Fernando, fsom which be and his curates, 


attended « large und scattered flock. While pastor in San Antonio he § 


obtained and aided the establishment of the Ursuline Convent. Later 
he built St. Mary’s Church and was its first Pastor. In keeping with 
the spirit and policy of the Church, his zeal for education was grent. 


While stil] residing in San Antonio he was Vicar General to Bishop | | 


Odin. He also built the old Priest’s house, (where now stands St. 
Josepl’s Orphan Asylum) which later caught fire and was burned down. 
During his stay he was the chosen object of the ill will and contemptible 
behavior of the fiendish know-nothings, who tried more than once to 
kill him. Several times bullets were shot through his hat. 

In 1862 Monseigneur Odin was promoted to the Archhbishopric of 
New Orleans, whereupon Father Dubuis was appointed to the See of 
Galveston. He was consecrated at Lyons, France, on November 23rd, 


1862, und assumed the duties of the See during the civil war, when the — ) 


Sonth was tumultuous with the ravages of the contending armivs. His 
domain was that of all Texas, and Indian Territory as well, which 
territory now busily engages three Bishops and two Vicars Apostolic, 
and which at no Inte date will most probably be still further subdivided. 

When peace was restored after the war, the Bishop lent increased 
efforts to repair the losses that religion had sustained, and by 1874 the 
diocese contained fifty-five Churches and Chapels, with cighty-three 
Priests, and about 100,000 Catholics. This year saw the erection of the 
San Antonio diocese and the Vicariate of Brownsville. 

In 1878 Right Rev. P. Dufal, C. 8S. C., Vicar Apostolic of Eastern 
Bengal, was transferred to Galveston as coadjutor to Monseigneur Dubuiz, 
who retired to his native land, and who in 1881, resigned the adminis- 
tration of his See, although he retained his tittle as its Bishop until 1898. 
He visited Texas in 1881 and was present at the consecration of Right 
Rev. Bishop Neraz at San Antonio. In France he made his home at the 
Asylum for Intirm Priests, at Vernaison, near Lyons, where he died May 
29, 1895. 

He was a great sufferer from inflaanmatory rheumatism (no doubt 
caused by the exposures of lis early tareer in Texas) and was often 
utterly unable to do for himself. He was always ready to assist the 
Ordinary of Lyons, when possible. The people of Texas learned of his 
death with true sorrow and deep regret. 
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Fr. Riehard, of the Diocese of Lyons, for the spiritual welfare of the 
people. are fresh in the memory of the inhabitants. 

The corner stone was blessed and laid by Right Rev. C. M. Dubuis 
in July, 1868. Right Rev. Father Dubnis, who, later on, had become 
Bishop of Galveston, did wonders in working for the improvement of 
Castroville. He was the pioneer Priest of this place and surrounding 
country in A. D. 1845. ‘There are still some immigrants living who 
eame from Alsace with Mr. Henri de Castro, of Paris, who, together 
with Father Dubuis, are considered as having been some of the founders 
of the colony to-day called Castroville, 

A Mission was given here lately by the Redemptous Fathers, H. 
Meurer and Troistorf, of Chicago, who were edified* by the people of 
Castroville, on account of their faithful attendance at the exercises of the 
Mission, which began on March 28 and closed on April 4, 1897. Bishop 
Forest and the Rev. H. Pefferkorn, Chaplain of the Convent of Our Lady 
of the Lake, San Antonio, were present at the closing of the Mission. 

Respectfully, 
JoHn Kircn, Pastor. 


Note: Father Dubuis was succeeded by Rev. Domenech. and he 
by the Rev. Mesens. Some of the Fathers, who have been Pastors since, 
are Reva. Japes, G. Lagleder, E. Bruecklen (now of Schulenburg) and 
Jerome Lagleder. ‘The number of families has grown from thirty-five 
1o over three hundred, among whom those of Mr. Courand and Mr. 
Koenig have been especial benefactors to the Church. No Missions 
or Stations are attended from here. The Church societies are St. Louis 
Society, 157 members ; Catholic Knights of America, 15 members; and 
St. Ann’s Society for Women, 105 members. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
THE CHURCH AT FREDERICKSBURG. 


The 8th of May, 1846, shall ever be a memorable day for 
Fredericksburg, for it was on that day that the first immigrants came to 
the place where the city now stands. Buildings were erected for the 
society already organized by them; also, a Church on the Market Place, 
in which services were held as eurly as 1847. 

Thongh no Priest had yet come among them, the Catholics assem- 
hied in the house belonging to John Leyendecker, a teacher, to perform 
certain exercises of piety. Mr. John Leyendecker taught school for 
eleven months of the year 1846. In the autumn of that year the Rev. 
J. M. Dubuis, a French Priest, accompanied by a Spanish Priest, held 
sel'vices in a house of the Society. That was the piace in which the first 
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€@ BOARDING SCHOOL FOR BOYS AND YOUNG MEN. 


ST. LOUIS’ COLLEGE, conducted by the Brothers of Mary, is | , 
situated at the suburban terminus of the West End Electric Street Rail & 


way, one mile beyond the corporate limits of the liistoric metropolis of 
the Lone Star State. 


The Institution, provided with all modern improvements for health J 


and comfort, occupies a commanding position, on a plateau 150 feet 
above the city. The college property contains 75 acres of land, furnisll- 








ing muple space for outdoor exercise. The location is unsurpassed for 


salubrity and scenery. 


An artesian well, in connection with a, powerful engine, conveys — 


a profuse supply of the purest water to all parts of the buildings, the J 


campus, natatorium, park and gardens. 
The aim of St. Louis’ College is to impart a Christian education. 
The curriculum comprises a Complete course of collegiate stuilies, 4 


thorough commercial training, ancient and modern languages, music and — 


art in all their departinents. ‘The Institution is incorporated, with power 
to confer all the degrees usually conferred by colleges. 

Religious, literary, socia! and athletic societies and an orehestra are 
maintiined among the pupils. Libraries, clemical and physical labora 
tories and gymnastic apparatus are provided. 

The patronage is from all parts of Texas, Mexico and the North. 

For further information, apply to 


BRO. JOHN WOLF, Presrpext 
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Holy Mass was sai, the sacraments administered and 2 sermon 
delivered. The Rev. F. Dubuis, later on Bishop of Texas, knew a little 
German, sO he encouraged the Catholics to erect a chureh. He 
reiiuined fourteen days with this shepherdless flock. 

In 1848 the congregation bought a lot for $18, on which they 
intended to build a Chareh. They purchased two other lots, one having 
already a house on it, for $200. ‘The Rt. Rev. J. M. Odin, first Bishop 
of Galveston, Texas, gave, $100, Father Dubuis $41 and the concrega- 
tion the balance. On this ground a frame Church 40 feet long, 18 feet 
wide nnd 15 feet high, was erected. 

Rev. F. Menzel, a Bohemian Priest, arrived in the summer of that 
sine year, and erected a wooden cross on 2 hill northeast of Fredericks- 
burg; for this reason this hill is still known as Cross Hill, and per- 
ptuztes the memory of the Catholic foundation of the city. While the 
Chureh was in the course of erection services were held in the Parochial 
residence. During his stay of about a year the Rev. Fr. Menzel 
divided lis attention between this city and New Braunfels. Rev. Fr. 
Hug was successor to Rev. Menzel. The new Pastor remained with 
his flock but three weeks, then went to Galveston, where he died of 
yellow fever. From this time the Rev. Fr. Dubuis visited the Parish xt 
intervals until October, 1852, when the Rev. A. Mueller, a Franciscan, 
came from Germany and took charge of it until August, 1855. Con- 
firmation was administered here, the first time in 1852, by Rt. Rev. 
Odin, Bishop of Galveston. 

The Rev. Peter Tarrillion, a secular Priest, came to Fredericksburg 
on December 6, and remained till the 26th of the same month, and again 
visited it from February, 1856, till Easter, then from July 27 till August 
15. He made three oil paintings, which ean still be seen there. 

The first bell was bought during that year, and Mr. Frank Vander 
Stuecken had the contract for delivering it in good order: it cost 3115. 
In the summer of 1856 the congregation purchased from Mr. Welge, 
for $225, a house und two lots for the purpose of building a school. 
Mr. F. Stein, lately from Germuny, took charge of the school for one 
year. Later on, aided by Mr. A. Siemering, he taught in the school 


situated near the Market Place. The Rev. Alfonse Zoller, then residing 


in Fredericksburg, taught school till the end of February, 1858, and 
again from the spring of 1859 until the end of May, 1859. A mission, 
lasting from May 29 to June 10, 1859, was given by the Rev. F. 
Weininger, S. J., assisted by the Rev. Fr. Dubuis. Mr. Christian 
Kraus, Sr., taught schoo! from Mareli 1, 1858, to the end of Deceinher, 
1861. Mr. W. Kelly taught from January 1, 1862, to the end of April, 
1863, followed by a lay brother, Vridolin, who taught for two months. 
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Rev. Peter Tarrillion, i, 
PASTOR OF FREDERICKSBURG, {| 


S A NATIVE of Lorraine—now a part of Germany—and was born ip , 
| the yexr 1821. Hecame to this country, as a layman, but: later 
decided to choose the higher life und devote himself to God. He b 
mace his studies in Missouri and, nfter completing them, was ordainedin § | 
Galveston on March 25th, 1855, it being the feast of the Annunciation J | 
of the Blessed Virgin. Since that time, which is now forty-two years, , 





he has been laboring in Texas. , 2 
rs During the first part of his Mis J ” 
sionary career he attended anf ‘ 


immense district, which extended | 
from the Brazos to the Gniadalupe 
River and from Austin to Halletsville. 

Fathers Tarillion and Gury, visited | 
Brenham, Cat Springs, Industry, } ° 
LaGrange, Bastrop, Austin, Seguin, 
High Hill, Weimar, Columbus, J ° 
Alleyton, East and West Bernal, § | 
Yellow Banks, Halletsvitle and the  ° 
Navidad settlements; also the inter 9 f 
¥ vening points, traversing that teri F * 
\VW tory in which at present there areat B * 
.'% least twenty or more’ flourishing . 
2 Parishes, having substantial Church § 
and school buildings, well attended — : 
by people and scholars. 


TH =. bt 
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Sn eels ome e eey ae yee Travel in those early days was ( 
principally on horse back and was attended ulways with more oF ; 
less dunger. Rev. Father Tarrillion, however, bad a brave heart, for he ‘ 
knew his business and loved its cause. 

Having heard at one time that some persons had threatened to tar 
and feather the first Priest who would come to their neighborhood, | ! 
k 


Father Peter decided to pay thema visit. Herode cooly into the village 
with a tried and true Winchester strapped on his snddle, and wentboldly § 
to the leading grocery to make some purchases. His fearless, thoug! 
kind manner, so impressed the hasty threateners, that no one attempted 

to take his scalp or apply the tar and feathers. 


Continued on page 112. 
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From October 1, 1863, till May, 1867, Christian Kraus, Sr., tanght 


school on his farm, two miles from the city, and yet many children 
living in town went to receive instruction from him. On February 1, 
1864, Mr. Stein resumed the school in the city, which he retained till 


the end of September, 1870. The direction of the school from that 
time has been entrusted to the Sisters of Divine Providence, whose mother 


® house is at Castroville. 


On account of the great scarcity of Priests, Bishop Odin, advised 


by Rev. Weninger, went to the Benedictine Abbey of St. Vincent, in 


Pennsylvania, for the purpose of obtaining a number of German 
Benedictines for his Diocese. The Bishop promised to give the Mission 
of San José, which was built in 1720, as a permanent residence that they 
might rebuild or restore it. The Abbot Wimmer answered that he 
needed all his Priests as professors in the Seminary and us Missionaries 
for the vicinity. But as the Bishop replied, with tears in lis eyes : 
“Then iy German Catholics niust die without the Sacraments!” the 
Abbot gave him a few Priests and brothers. These arrived in Galveston 
July 15. Towards the end of August the Rev. Alto Hermann, the 
Superior, arrived and divided his attention between the congregations 
of Fredericksburg aud of San Antonio. Rev. Harmann resolved to 
siurt 1. Seminary at Fredericksburg, where besides theology other 
branches of learning would be taught. With the support of Messrs. 
Frank Vander Stuecken, Wrede and Schreiber, he bought, near the city, 
6,000 acres of land, Fort Martin Scott insluded, at the cost of $8,000, 
from Mr. Twohig, of San Antonio. His intention was to build the 
school at the foot of the hill on the road to the Ulmen Creek. <A cross 
was plunted on the top of the hill by his order. He was so enthusiastic 
about his plans that he said: ‘*This place is so beautiful for a school 
and a Convent that it will become another Monte Cassino”—a Benedic- 
tine Abbey in Italy. 

At a later date more Priests and brothers arrived, and as the 
German parishes were then well provided with Priests he had San José 
restored, a dam constructed and irrigation ditches dug; the wheat for 
sowing was also distributed here. 

Then the war broke out. Rev. Hermann having no more money 
to continue his work went hack to St. Vincent’s. The land was 
returned to Mr. Twohig. The Mission of San José cost the Abbot of 
St. Vincent’s $15,000. 

Let us mention that Father Hermann wrote the historical novel, 
“The Daughter of Tehuan, or Texas in the Last Century.” 

The Benedictines still remained in Texas for some time, but grad- 
ually left; the last one, Father Baunach, on December 13, 1866. 
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Father Tarrillion in his early years learned several trades whi¢) 
have proved very useful to him through life. Besides being an organ B 1 
builder, he is a very good watchmaker, and a locksmith. He also— 
ucquired somewhat of blacksinithing and also of the tinner’s trade. Jy — 
the past when there was a public celebration of national or religions | 
character, the Rev. Father would manufacture the sky-rockets and fire. 
works necessary to give the touch of splendor to the occasion. ; 

Although now so advanced in yenrs, his health is still remarkably 
good, and his numerous friends unanimously hope, that he may be 
spared to them yet niany years to come. 
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Rev. Theodore Grundner was stationed here from October, 1860. till 
the niddle of March, 1861, and Rev. F. Baunach from that date till 
December 13, 1866. 

The tirst stone for the foundation of the new Church was laid on 
February 26, 1861. Completed on November 21, 1863, this building 
was blessed by Bishop Dubuis on the following day. It cost $7,797. 
Part of the work was done by members of the congregation, while 
others gave money to buy wood, glass, ete. 

When Father Bannach left January 4, 1867, Father Theodore took 
his place till the end of February. He was followed on March 4, 1868, 
by Father Tarrillion, who, since his departure from Fredericksburg on 
August 15, 1856, had labored in Western Texas. During the pastorate 
of the latter the new Parochial residence has been erected at the cost of 
$9,500; an organ has been bought for $500; the ceiling of the Church 
put in, at his own expense of #200, and a clock placed in the Church 
tower at the cost of $500; itis called the city clock because the funds 
for it were raised among the citizens. 

On March 20, 1873, the new schoo] house was bought for $2,130, 
and Inter on received an addition costing $600. The sacristy cost $56), 
and three new bells $700. 

The Church register gives the following items: From February 
98, 1850, till December 10, 1895, 1,326 baptisms, 253 marriages, 379 
deaths. 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE URSULINE CONVENT, SAN ANTONIO. 


The Ursuline Academy, founded in 1851, has the honor of being the 
first school opened in San Antonio, and the second in the State, for the 
educution of young girls, both rich and poor. 

Bishop Odin, when making his pastoral visit saw the want of such 
an institution and at once applied to the famous old Ursuline Convent 
of New Orleans for Sisters. Tlie community graciously acceded to his 
request and selected for the new establishment, Sister St. Marie Trouard, 
Superioress, and Sister St. Antoine Monaghan, Assistant; also Sisters, 
Alexis and Isidore, lay Sisters. The purty, accompanied by Father 
Chambodut, left New Ovleans September 7th, 1857, and arrived in 
Galveston September 10th. 

They were received with open arms by their Sisters of that city, 
who endeavored by their affectionate attentions, to niake them forget 
the poverty of their surroundings, and, notwithstanding the struggling 
condition of the community, it had the generosity to cede three of its 
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LaGrange. 


Pepsi Was first incorporated in 1854, und is situated in the 
centre of Fayctte County, on the M. K. & T. ruilroad, ninety-six 
miles north of Houston. The G. H. & S. A. has a branch from 
their main line at Columbus. The Colorado River flows by the city and 
is spanned by a handsome iron bridge. It has a population of not Jess 


than 3,000; the people are cosmopolitan, but a number of Germans are 


doing business there, and are making a great success of it. The coun- 
try is settled by Germans, Bohemians, Americans and Negroes. 


Fayette County is more than an average agricultural County; the 


soil is a rich sandy loam, very fertile. The farmers are unusually 
prosperous, as a German or Bohemian do not take up as much land ag 


the average American, but cultivate it better with the result they make — 


it produce better. The County is unusually thickly settled, and has a 
nuniber of small towns and trading places, but LaGrange, lying as it 
does in the centre, pulls the trade for « radius of twenty miles, us the 
stocks carried by the firms are so much more varied in consequence. 


The merchant can sell at a less profit, as the volume of business is so | 


much greater. Cotton is the principal product marketed, and always 


brings the highest price; but small grain, fruit and vegetables are | 


receiving more attention Ixtely. LaGrange is a miniature city, having 


a good court house, an opera house and a first-class hotel building, two — 
banks, four newsp:pers, an oi! mill, bottling works, ice factory and cold | 


storage, electric light plant, waterworks, compress, the Van Nostrand 
mitble works and a number of lesser institutions. ‘The merehants are 


a thrifty, prosperous class, very hospitable to strangers and ready to 


take hold of any enterprise calculated to be of any henefit to their city. 
All societies are represented by flourishing lodges, especially the 
LaGrange Casino, a German association. Five white religious denomi- 
nations have tasty chureh editices, nimely: Catholic, Episvopal, Christian, 


Presbyterian .nd Methodist. A first-class system of public schools 1s 


there, and very well attended. 
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members—sSister St. Mary Winship, Sister St. Angela Noyer and Sister 
St. Augustin Melton. After a short stay of twenty-four hours, the 
travelers again set out, accompanied this time by Father Dubuis, the 
Parish Priest of Castroville, who had come to Galveston to take the 
Sisters to San Antonio. 

The journey by stage was a fatiguing and painful one, indeed; and 
ihose who make it at the present day, with all the modern appliances of 
travel, can not realize what it was in 1851. The party hal not proceeded 
fur, when they encountered a fearful storm, which obliged them to 
leave the stage and take shelter in a poor hut on the roadside. The 
oyner, a good old woman, had the charity to dry their habits, and to 
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URSULINE ACADEMY. 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS. 


hing a quilt at the entrance; for there was no door. The storm having 
bated, they resumed their journey, and the thought of soon arriving at 
their destination helped them to bear its hardships, which were many 
aid great. At last, after much rough riding horne with hilanty, they 
arrived in San Antonio at 10:30 p. 1n., September 14th, and took posses- 
sion of their house by moon light. The house had been purchased for 
them by Bishop Odin. It could not have been poorer nor sinaller, and 
though prepared for privations, those which awaited them surpassed any 
they could have imagined. 

Overcome by fatigue, and famished with thirst, they rejoiced that 
they had arrived at night thinking they could rest; but all thought of 
repose vanished at the sight of the chamber which was to serve as a 
dormitory. It was wanting in everything, except spiders and scorpions, 
und of these there was no scarcity. The former had festooned the walls 
wl ceiling with their webs while the latter ns if resenting the intrusion 
were running about in every direction. 

During the absence of good Father Dubuis, who had gone to look 
for two or three mattresses, at the neighboring houses, the Sisters 
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Col. David Crockett, Hero. 


| 
ITH the history of the Alamo is associuted the name of Crockett, # 
and with the name of “Davy” Crockett is coupled the wise # ! 
maxin of, ** Be sure you're right, then go aliead.” , 
Crockett was boru at the mouth of Limestone River, in Greene ® ‘ 
County, Tennessee, on August 17th, 1786. He was of Seotch-Irisi 
desvent, and his exrly years were spent In « very varied, knock-about % ! 
fashion, helping in hig father’s tavern, driving cattle, nnd the like. He § 
had little or no schooling, save what he reccived in his humble home. He 9} 
lived for iuny years at the place of his birth, althongh on numerous @ 
oceasions he was away on business and other adventures; but, he always # ! 
returned. 
When General Jackson made his call for volunteers, Crockett wis 
mong the first to respond. Under that brave lender he served in seyr- @ ' 
eral skirmishes aud battles, after which he received the title of Colonel, ' 
in recognition of his valor. Later on, he moved to Laurens County, § 5 
where he was Justice of the Peace; and was sent from that district to J 
the State Legislature. After some years he moved to Western Tennes- 
see, where he became famous as a linnter sand rifleman or “‘erack shot”. ( 
Froia that district he was sent to Congress in 1828, and again in 1830. 9 . 
{ 


When the war for Texas Independence began, Crockett hastened to 
help them, where, with his fellow-heroes, he was killed on March 6th, 
1836, at the Fall of the Alamo, he being second in command. 


Compiied from B. J. Lossing's “Eminent Americans”. 
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sathered some of the weeds which filled the grounds, and made brooms. 
with which they tried to sweep the room. At last the mattresses came, 
and were received with as much joy as gratitude; they were placed on 
the floor where they remained for six weeks. From their humble abode 
the Sisters could see the birds fly and contemplate at leisure the stars and 
frmantent. There was not a whole pane in the windows and as they 
hac neither blinds nor curtains, the passers hy could easily see them, and 
it happened several times, while they were dressing, the little boys 
clinbed the trees, in order to get a better view. The days following 
their arrival, the Sisters received numerous visits, and as they had but 
few chairs or benches they were obliged tostand from morning till night. 
The privations of the following weeks are known only to the good God, 
for whom they were endured. | 

But the greatest was in not being able to have onr dear Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. It is true, He came at dawn, every day at Holy 
Muss nd beautified by His divine presence their humble abode, but this 
too short visit only made them long, all the more ardently, for the time 
when He would be theirs by day and by night. For weeks His throne 
was a plank placed in the embrasure of a window, and it was to the 
generosity of the community of New Orleans that the Sisters owed the 
wooden altar which procured for them the inestimable happiness of 
having the Blessed Sacrament in their midst. The weeks preceding the 
opening of the school were busy and trying ones. As no preparation 
lal been made for the coming of the Sisters, and their furniture which 
had been seat from New Orleans had not arrived, they were destitute of 
even the most necessary articles, particularly culinary utensils. This 
want soon become known and some kind Indies had the Sisters’ meals 
cooked and sent to them. Often had they reason toadmire and bless the 
roodness of God in their regard. Sometimes it seemed that even the 
necessaries would fail them, when Divine Providence would come to their 
id and often in the most unlooked for ways. 

Good Father Dubuis happened to call one forenoon, and finding the 
Sisters looking unusually pale and tired, asked the reason. The Mother 
Superior answered simply: ‘* We have had no breakfast yet.” He 
went immediately to get them something. On his way to town he met 
iu lady, who asked him ‘thow the ladies at the Convent were.” He 
replicd with characteristic candor: ‘‘ They would feel a little better if 
some one had thought of sending them their breakfast.” The kind Jady 
wis quite astonished, but very soon undersiood the meaning of his 
reply, und from that time the Sisters never again suffered for want of 
their breakfast. To Father Dubuis the Ursuline Sisters owe en undying 
ebt of gratitude. He was to them a devoted father, a generous bene- 
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Elmendorf. 


LMENDORF lies seventeen miles south of Sau Antonio, on the San 

kK Antonio and Aransas Pass Railroad. It wasestablished in A pril, 1885, 
The first house having been built by Mr. IXroeger, of San Antonio, 

but, was bought even before completion by Mr. S. Fest, who immedi- 
ately put in a general stock of merchandise, which business is still there, 
conducted by Mr. F. A. Ball, for Mrs. S. Fest (Mr. Fest having died), 
Ikimendorf took its name in honor of Mr. Henry Elmendorf, Ex-Mayor | 
of San Antonio. The town is desirably located, lying as it does on high 
rolling ground, betsveen the San Antonio River and Calaveras Creek. It 
has a substantial cotton gin, and two potteries, the leading one being 
that of Mr. F. William Saenger, who was the first to discover the clay § 
deposit, suitable for such purposes, he having becn engaged in the § 
business in the old country. He located here in 1886 and established 7 
himself, beginning in a small way. He now employs twelve men, 
supplying ail of South Texas with pottery yellow ware, flower pots, fj 
fire brick, sewer pipe, ete. He has three traveling men on the road and # 
does « lucrative business. 

Mr. Gillett does a mercantile business and enjoys 2 good trade. : 

A Catholic Chureh was built lately by the few people there who | 
deserve great praise for their enterprise. 
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factor and a faithful friend. It is true they recognize with gratitude 
Bishop Odin as their founder. But it is to Bishop Dubuis, under God, 
that they owe all they possess. His purse, his time, his strength, all 
were given with such evident pleasure that the Sisters knew not which 
to xdmire niost, his devotedness or the manner in which it was shown. 
From the time of their arrival he placed himself at their service with an 
ardor that never cooled. He employed his leisure moments with the 
masons and carpenters, superintending and working at the same time. 
Thanks to his devotedness, and to the charity of the good Father Calvo, 
who loaned the Sisters 1 sum of money without interest, and also 
procired for them benches and other articles of furniture, they were thus 
enabled, as soon as their effects arrived from New Orleans, to open the 
school, which was in about six weeks after their arrival. The opening 
wis announced from the altar of the old Spanish Church of San 
Fermando, then the only Church in the city. The 3rd of November saw 
every room in the Convent crowded with pupils. On the school register 
ave {© be found the names of some of the oldest and best families, both 
American and Mexican, in Texas. Among them are the Braclys, 
Bracketts, Guilbeaus, Billips, Rodriguez, Lyons, Ritcheys, Pascals, 
Flores, Chavez, Cassianos, Campbells and a host of other well known 
ind honorable names. The first boarding pupils received by the Sisters 
were the Misses Meade, nieces of General Meade; then followed in 
quick succession the Misses Veatch, Oliphant, Bremond, Garza, Kendall, 
Perrymann, Hardiman and others. Nor was the sister Republic slow to 
recornize the advantages of Convent education for their danghters. 
Notwithstanding the danger and difficulty of travel in the early 50’s, 
the Sisters received manv pupils from Mexico. 

Prominent «among them were the daughters of Governor Madero, 
the Misses Carvajal, daughters of General Carvajal, of revolutionary 
fume, the Misses Flores, Delavigne and Garcia. Ata later period the 
daughiers of Senator Canales, of Minister Ramos and of Don Augustin 
Ballesteros, a wealthy Spaniard, whose eldest daughter is the present 
Marquesa del Valle de la Colina, and who, from her far-off home in the 
Spanish Capital, still remembers with atfection her religious teachers in 
san Antonio, 

As the number of pupils rapicly increased it soon became evident 
that the teaching staff was not sufficient. Bishop Odin was in Europe 
in 1852 looking for Priests for his poorly equipped Diocese. While 
there he visited Iveland and applied to the Ursuline Convent of St. 
Mary's Waterford for subjects. The community lent two Sisters for 
hve years, Sister M. Patriek and Sister M. Augustin ; he also brought 
Sister St. Joseph, a member of the community of Brignole, [rance. 
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The Chair of Peter till the 
End of the World. 


WHO W1LL SUCCEED THE PRESENT GRACIOUS PONTIFF ? 


rs. PROPHECIES of Malachi, foretelling or designating in shot & 


epigraminatic form the varions Pontiffs that have filled the chair 

of Peter from |tis time down to the present, and will do so to the 

énd of the world, deserve niore than a passing thought or consideration. 
St. Malachi was born in Armagh in the year 1094, and studied in 
France, where he became acquainted with St. Bernard, who ealls him 


an ‘Sangel and a prophet.” In 1189 he went to Rome. He diel J 


November 2, 1149, at the age of 54. 


It is cnrious to note how true these prophecies have turned out. | 


Here ave a few of them : 
1775, Pius ViI—FPeregrinus Apostolicus, the Apostolic traveler. 
1800, Pius VII—Aguilla Rapax, a rapacious eagle. 
1823, Leo XJI— Canis et coluber, the dog and the serpent. 
1829, Pius VITI— Vir religzosus, a religious man. 


1881, Gregory X VI—De balneze Etruriae, from the baths of Etruria. 


1846, Pius IX— Crux de cruce, cross upon cross. 

1878, Leo XITI—Lumen de cedlo, light from Heaven. 

‘*SJgnis ardens,” a burning tire—the next. 

* Religio depopulata,” religion at a low ebb. 

‘Fides intrepido,” intrepid faith. 

© Pastor angelicus,” the angelic shepherd. 

'* Pastor ef nauta,” shepherd and sailor. 

“Flos forum,” the tlower of flowers. 

‘De medietate lunae,” from the eclipse of the moon. 

** De labore solis,” from the eclipse of the sun. 

‘*Gloria olive,” the glory of the olive. 

“PHTRUS ROMANUS,” Peter the Roman—the last. 

To comment on those within our own recollection, who fails to 
perceive the sufferings and the life of martyrdom conveyed in the 
words “Crua de cruce,” and verified to the letter by the venerable 
Pontiff Pius 1X? Lumen de celo, predicted of Leo XIII, seemed st 
first to puzzle the minds of many, and to cast doubts on the prophecies 
of St. Malachi, when, lo! on inspection of the cont of arms of Cardinal 


Pecci there appeared a comet, whole and entire, which, apart from al! — 


Continued on page 124 
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Those good Sisters rendered invaluable services to the Convent and are 
gill gratefully and affectionately remembered by the Sisters and old 
' pupils. The original building had from the commencement proved 


much too small. In 1853 an addition was made, consisting of «a sinall | 
chapel, dormitories and refectories, for the boarders and Sisters. Not 
till 1864 had the Sisters a resident Chaplain. 

Good Father Dubuis, who had sueceeded Father Calvo as Parish 
Priest, attended to the spiritual wants of the community, and during 
his absence in 1857 Father Parisot, O. M. I., took his place as Chaplain to 
the Sisters. It was during his Chaplaincy that the exhumation of Mary 
Burleson took place, and which is graphically described in the 
* Rominiscences of a Texus Missionary.” 

This case excepted, the Ursuline Academy has had an unusually 
tranquil and prosperous career. Even the Know-nothing movement, 
which had a strong contingent in San Antonio, caused the Sisters no 
apprehension; probably because the daughters of the leaders were 
hoarers in the Convent. The Civil war, which proved so disastrous to 
many communities in the South, thanks to the wise forethought of 
friends, passed lightly over the Ursuline Convent. 

Duripg the blockade only, did the Sisters suffer any inconvenience: 
Many of the day scholars had to pass the soldiers camp when coming to 
school and returning in the afternoon, In order to prevent auy annoy- 
ance to the children good Father Amandus,a Benedictine, crme every 
day and piloted the little band. 

As he always wore his soutane, the soldiers one day asked him 
‘when would he don the crinoline,” he answered, ‘‘ when you raise the 
hlockade.” His repartee evoked a loud cheer, and thenceforth he «nd 
his little band passed unmolested. 

During the war, the Sisters had %14,000 in Confederate mouey, 
which sum comprised all their fortune, and was the result of years of 
economy and sacrifice. Ali would have been lost but foi the kindness of 
Mr. Madero, late Governor of Saltillo; he took the money, disposed of 
it most advantageously, and supplied the Sisters and pupils with 
commodities from Mexico. 

At the close of the war he returned the balance m sound money; 
with an additional $200 from his own pocket. The increase in number 
of religious and pupils made a new building an imperative necessity. 
And when such a necessity arises Divine Providence is sure to provide 
the means. The corner stone of the present spacious and commodious 
structure was blessed and laid by Bishop Dubuis September 14, 1866. 
And on January 20, 1867 he blessed and laid the first stone of the 
Chapel. Thanks to the devotedness of their venerated chaplain, the 
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This Institution, in eharge of the Sisters of Charily of the Incarnate Word, 
established in 1869, has become one of the leading Hospitals of the Southwest. 
It is well equipped with all moderu conveniences and affords first-class accommo 
dation. The eastern and western wings, recently completed, contain elegant 


private rooms. The entire third floor, reached by electric elevator, is strictly — 


reserved for surgical cases. The two operating rooms are uusurpassed as to 





nodern aseptic construction and furnishing. The first floor in the western wing | 
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late Rev. E. MI. Butlard, who not only directed the workmen, but with 
his own hands assisted them in almost every part, both Chapel and 
Academy were finished in 1870 at a cost of $5C,000. In 1883 the 
iustitution was chartered under the title of ‘‘The Ursuline Academy” 
and empowered to confer diplomas. Each strcceeding year has seen its 
pupus go forth filted to grace and bless their homes and to meet, if need 
be, the exigencies of life. At the present time there are ten holding 
positions in the various public schools of the State. 

The same year an event occurred, unprecedented in the annals of 
any other Convent in Texas. 

On the occasion of the consecration of Bishop J. C. Neraz, the Sisters 
had the honor of enterlaming six Bishops and fifty Priests. 

After the consecration ceremonies the party drove from the San 
Fernando Cathedral to the Ursuline Convent, where a grand dinner was 
‘wwuitine them in the new Coniunencementhall, whieh had been elegantly 
fitted up for the purpose. It was a most happy reunion of old friends, 
nuny of Whom had not met in years. During the dessert Bishop Montes 
de Oca presented the newly consecrated Bishop Neraz with a magnificent 
Episcopal ring. Many and various were the toasts given; but that of 
the genial Bishop Quinlan elicited the greatest applause. Hesaid: ‘‘I 
toast the Priests, without whom the Bishops would be wooden men.” 

After dinner Bishops Dubuis, Neraz, Manucy, Montes de Oca, . 
Quinlan and Fitzgerald went to the community room, where the Sisters 
ind pupils were assembled to meet their illustrious guests. An address 
of welcome and congratulations was delivered by Miss Franklin. 

Bishop Dubuis requested Bishop Quinlan to reply for the Bishops, 
hut he declined, saying ‘‘ he feared to open his mouth, lest heshould put . 
his foot in it.” ‘The mouth, however, escaped the dreaded calamity and 
uttered words which have left a lasting impression on those who were 
fortunate enough to hear them. The removal of Bishop Dubus cast a 
gloom over the community, for gratitude is characteristic of the 
Ursulines, and they felt how deep was the debt they owed him. That 
time has not lessened it, is proven by the beautiful memorial window, 
recently placed by the community, in their Chapel. In February, 1896, 
the Apostolic Delégate, Cardinal Satolli visited San Antonio anc its 
Catholic Institutions. The Ursulines received him in their hall, whieh 
was beautifully draped in the Cardinal’s colors mingled with those of the 
Pope and the Union. ‘ | 

He was greeted with the ‘* Benedictus gue venzt,” sung in full 
chorus by the pupils, after which an address was read by Miss Mollie 
Gallagher. Then followed another Latin chorus; at its conclusion the 
issemblage knelt to receive his Benediction, the unction of which lingered 
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metaphorical interpretation, brought out the literal significance of light 
from Heaven. 

The neat Pope is styled “/gnis ardens,” a burning tire. Some gay 
that these words clearly foreshadow the elevation of a Dominican to the — 
Holy See, for the Dominican order has for its pictornl representation 4 
dog with a burning fire-brand in its mouth. And, by the way, Carilina! 
Zigliara is a Dominican. Others have found some connection between 
these words and certain signs on the coat of arms of Cardinal Gibbons, 
while others, again, since the arrival of Archbishop Satolli in America, 
do not hesitate to affirm that the lightning flash of his eye, the keen 
perception of his intellect, the uncommon <lispatch of his official duties, 
typify him as the bearer of the motto, ‘*/gnzs ardens.” 

According to St. Malachi, there are to be two anti-Popes out of the 
ten that are to succeed Leo XIII. The second anti-Pope is supposed to 
be represented by *‘De medretate lunae,” or the eclipse of the moon, 
which is overclouded by the greater eclipse of the sun, after which 
comes peice, typified by tlie olive. 

Then Peter. the Roman, or Peter, the Second, the last in the line af 
Popes, begun by St. Peter, or Peter the First; then the end of the 
world. Itisa strange coincidence that the first Sovereign of Rome 
was Romulus and the last bore the same name. Peter was the name of 
the first Pope of Rome and Peter is to be the naine of the last 

* Pastor angelacus,” the fourth after the present incumbent of ‘the 
papal throne, is born, in fact was born in the seventies, is to be from 
Dalmatia, a Franciscan Friar, who will go barefooted about the stree:s 
of Rome preaching. This will go to show that the reign of the inter- 
vening Pontiffs will be short. 

Seven Popes reigned during the century 1775 to 1878, among them 
two with remarkably long terins of administration. Ten are left to 
carry the papacy down to 2000 A. D.—the end of the world. 

Arguing from the past, there is no discrepancy about this assertion. 
The world had been in existence 2,000 yenrs when it was destroyed by 
the deluge. ‘Two thousand more years and the same worl sees a total 
revolution of bygone times by the birth of the Savionr. And why 
should 2,000 more years, or the year 2000 A. D., not witness another 
change 3— New York Sun. 

Nore: We give the above item helieving that it will prove of 
more than ordinary interest. The question of the end of the world has 
ever been one of intense interest to all classes without exception. 

The writer, while attending a public retreat in the East, heard 2 
prominent Jesuit Father state from the pulpit, in the course of a 
sermon, that it was his personal opinion, judging from various coud 


Continued on page |26. 
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long after his departure. His visit was short, but it was to both Sisters 
aul pupils a source of indescribable happiness and they love to recall the 
tone in which he repeated, when introduced to them, ‘‘O! Jas Ursulinas!” 

Their venerable Chaplain, whose health had been failing for some 
time, made an effort to be present atthe reception, to the great joy of 
both Sisters and children. It was the last time he was seen in their 
midst, for ere two nionths had elapsed his spirit had flown to its Creator. 
A shock which he received is supposed to have hastened his death. 

His was a nature that knew not fear, consequently lhe was not very 
particular about fastening his doors. One night, however, towards the 
middle of April, 1896, he became aware of the presence of a man in 
his room. The electric lamp from the street revealed very clearly for 
what purpose he was there, as he went directly to the Father’s desk ::nd 
took therefrom $40, which he had put aside for the poor. Father 
Bullard neither moved nor spoke while the man was relieving him of 
his money, fearing, as he afterwards said, ‘*the commission of a worse 
crime.” That he knew who the robber was there is not the slightest 
doubt, for when questioned on the subject all ie wonld say was: ‘* He 
was not a bad man; all he wanted was money.” ‘The circumstance, 
notwithstanding, seemed to fasten itself upon his mind, as he often 
referred to it. About one week after the occurrence the Sister who was 
uccustomed to goto his room every morning tosee how he had passed the 
night, fouud him on the morning of the 28th prone upon the floor. He 
was put to bed, and his first words on reévovering from the shock 
occasioned by the fall were: ‘‘Pus de Messe aujourd’hur.” It was 
what might have been expected from one whose only desire and aim in 
life was the punctual cdisebarge of that sacred duty. He lingered for 
two days, surrounded by every care that loving hands could bestow. 
The clergy of the city were unremitting in their attention to the dying 
Father, and at the moment of his spirit leaving its carthly tenenient, 
annointed hands were raised and the final absolution given hy Rev. 
Fathers Spiuner and Henderson. 

For thirty-two years he had devoted himself to the Ursuline com- 
munity, and to his wise supervision in many of their temporal affairs is 
due much of the comfort now enjoyed by the Sisters. He hacd selected 
lig place in ‘$God’s acre, among those whose spiritual Father and Guide 
he had been.” But it was ordained otherwise, and now he résts within 
the Sanctuary which his hands had helped to raise, and where for more 
tha a quarter of a century he had daily offered the Holy Sueritice of 
the Mass. A marble slab marks his resting place, .nd there, beneath 
the red light of the Sanctuary lamp, he awaits the resurrection. 

Mother Marie Trouard, the foundress snd first Superior, died in 
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tions and circumstances bearing on the question, that the end of the — 
world will take place as prophesied in Holy Scriptnre, somewhere about 


the middle of the next century, A. D. 1950 or 60. 
In that case, some of the young children of to-day may live to 
witiie-s the terrors a! those days. 
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1866, ufter a life adorned with: every Christian and religious virtue. 
She was succeeded in her charge of Supvrior by Mother M. Eululie, a 
member of the community of New Orleans, who survived but a few 
years. The burden of Superiority next devolved upon Mother de 
Chantal White. Before her term had expired she returned to her com- 
munity in Canada, whence she hal come nineteen years before. 

Mother M. Madeliene de la Garza succeeded her, and has been 
periodically relieved in office by Mother M. Xavier Melton, Mother M. 
Isabel Wenzel and Mother M. Ursula Hudson. 

Owing to the multiplication of schools and Convents, the atteid- 
ance at the Academy is not as numerous as ‘‘ before the war;” but it 
still maintains its reputation as a first-class educational estublishment. 
It is nearing its golden jubilee, and we trust it may long continue to 
diffuse the benefits of a refined and religious ecucation. 


CHAPTER XV. 
THE CHURCH AT ST. HEDWIG. 


St. Hedwig isan humble and lonely village lying some eighteen 
miles southeast of San Antonio. The country around was settled 
almost exclusively by people coming from Gross Strehlitz, Upper 
Silesia, Germany, and it is due to this fact that the place was called 
after the saintly Duchess and Patroness of Silesia, St. Hedwig. The 
lirst settler was a Mr. John Demmer, who still lives, having reached the 
venerable age of 81 years; he hails from IlIlsverich, Lang Parish, near 
Diisseldorf, and caine to this place in the year 1852. Four years later 
hv was followed by the Silesian settlers. The first one was, as far as 
information could be had, Nicholas Tudyk; then came in close succes- 
sion, during the years 1856 and 1857, Adam Pierdota, Joseph Michalski, 
Martin Pierdota, Lawrence Ploch, James Auiot, Ludwig Zajac, Janies 
Zajac, Thomas Kranviec, Anton Kossub, Francis Kossub. ‘These named 
we the founders of St. Hedwig’s Parish. They built in 1856 or 1857 a 
log house on the property of Ludwig Zajuc, which served as a Church. 
The Rev. Ruszadowski was the first to visit this congregution, but 
nothiug beyond the name of this Missionary could ever be learued. 
The congregation, still in its infaney, was then visited by the Rev. J. 
Przisiezki, and the first baptism recorded is by hiu1; and it is that of 
Francis, son of Martin Pierdota, and Frances Wilton, under date of 
December 2, 1857. On November 25, 1868, Father Praisiezki lost his 
lifeéina sad manner. He was thrown from his horse and his head 
struck against a tree, causing instant death. He was buried in the 
cemetery, which lay around the log Churel, but later lis remains were 
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‘“ Hail, Full of Grace!” 


FAIR MOTHER BLEST. 


** Hxil, full of grace!” The angel’s message thrills 
With grand significance adown the yenrs ; 

The edict from far Galician hills 
Wakes echo in this sinful vale of tedrs. 


‘© Hail, full of grace!” ‘*Among all women blest,” 
"Tis thus that we salute thee day by day, 

In care and tribulation, and our quest 
For mother-help is heard by thee alway. 


Hail, full of grace!” When shadows durk invade 
The precincts of our hearts, and gloomy night 
Approaches fast, be with us then to aid 
Aud guide us with thy never-failing light. 
—E. A. O’REILLEy, St. Anthony’s Messenger. 


St. Hedwig 


S A SETTLEMENT, or. village, in Bexar County, about eighteen 
| miles southeast of San Antonio, and three miles from Atkins 
station on the Gulf Shore railway line. 

Not only is the name of this settlement Catholic, but the majority 
of the people are so us well. The feast of St. Hedwig, which comes in 
the latter part of October, is always celebrated with particular 
solemnity. 

St. Hedwig is the center of a farming section, and her tmmediate 
surroundings are amidst a handsome grove of beautiful oaks. Within 
a few niles on all sides, black land and mesquite growth are found, but 
in the seitlement and its suburbs a deep sand loam abounds, with black- 
jack and postoak trees. 

The settlement comprises about 200 Polish families, together with a 
number of Germans, and not « few Negroes. There is a handsome 
stone Catholie Church and a fine two story school building, erected 
by the congregation and taught by the Sisters, 

Mr. Theo. Felix is the leading business man of the section, and isa 
remarkable example of what energy and attention to business will do. 
Mr. A. Strezlezyk also does 2 general merchandising business there. 



































HISTORY OF THE OATHOLIC OBURCH. 129 


brought to the present cemetery. His successor was the Rev. Felix 
Orzechowskt, who, according to the baptismal entries, which alone are 
available to us as a safe guide, came to St. Nedwig before November 
20. 1866, and remained ut least until March 27, 1867. Then came the 
Rev. Felix Zwiardowski, of the Resurrectionist Fathers. The first 
entry of baptism was made on June 29, 1867. ‘This Priest, though 
young, became the soul of the Parish, and with some intervals adminis- 
tered it personally or through his brothers in religion, of whom he 
became the superior until the year 1866, when, in due time, the Rev. 
Ludwig Dabrowski took charge of it. Under the auspices of Rev. F. 
Zwiardowski the handsome stone Church, now stil] existing and in use, 
was built in the year 1868. It is edifying to read the entry which the 
Rev. Father made of the laying of the corner stone. Both to show the 
pious disposition of the Priest and to furnisl: the historical data which. 
the entry of this solemn occasion contains, we shall not withhold it 
from our readers; the more so as we helieve that the Rev. Fr. 
Zwiardowski’s utterances will find an interesting echo beyond the 
limits of St. Hedwig’s Parish. Thus he writes, under the date of April 
95, 1868, the second year of his Priesthood :: 

“Tn the name of the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and Holy 
Ghost, and under the protection of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on the 25th. 
day of April in the year of grace 1868, it being the feast of St. Mark the 
Evangelist; after Holy High Mass, and with the permission of His 
Lordship the Right Rev. Claudius Mary Dubuis, Bishop of Galveston, 
the Rev. Vincenty Barzinski, pastor of the congregational Polish Chureh 
of San Antonio being present, and in the presence of the residents of 
the concregation of Martinas, the corner stone was laid ou the foundation 
of the Church and under the protection of the Conception of Holy 
Mary, for the purpose of huilding a new Church on the property 
donited by Martin Pierdota, Joseph Michalski, Auton Tudyk, Thomas 
Ksarovie, 

In testimony of which I sign my name as witness. 

Father Felix Zwiardowski of the order of the resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Missionary Administrator of St. Hedaewig’s Church 
at Martinas. | 

The 25th day of April, 1868, of my Priesthood, A. D., the secoud.” 

The other Priests who either under the direction or not of Father 
Zwiardowski, we cannot say which, who labored in the Parish are the 
following : 

Rev. Theophile Jolin Bralewski (Nov. 8, 1868—October 3, 1869) 
died in St. Hedwig. 
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Vincent Barzynski (November 1, 1869-—July 8, 1871) visiting from 
San Antonio. 

Henry Cichocki (January 25, 1874—February 1, 1874); then followed 
it intervals the Revs. F. Zwiardowski, Henry Cichocki, L. Genolin, 
Bronislaus Przewto’cki, Ladislaus Tyszkierviez, St:nislaus Woicze- 
ehowski, Adalbert Pelezar until Rev. Ludovicos Dabrowski. The last 
does not seein to have become a resicent at once, for though coming 
November 9, 1886, we find Buptismal entries on November 22, 1886, 
May 22, 1887, made by the Rey. Adolphus Snigurski. But from July 


7 1%, 1887, the Ree. L. Dabrowski had charge of the Parish until 


January 1897, when he was removed to St. Michael’s. ‘This is the 
longest pastorate of any Priest in this Parish, and his memory shall 
remain ever blessed in St. Hedwig. 

Note: The dates in brackets are taken from the Baptismal entries 
which alone can give us an approximate calculation as to the Priests* 
residence in the Parish. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, SAN ANTONIO. 


This well-known institution of learning which numbers ainongst its 
alunni thousands of the best men, in all parts of Texas and Mexico, and 
continues with increased vigor to shed the benign influence of Christian 
education through the length and breadth of our great State, now scores 
an existence of forty-five yenrs. 

Its history, like that of most of our Catholic institutions, is one of 
humble beginning and gradual development under the protection of 
Providence, amid trials and sacrifices, unaided by state or private help, 
ton position of educational equality with other similar institutions which 
flourish through encourngement by generous donations und munificent 


- exlowments. 


It was early in the yeur 1852 that the Rt. Rev.J. M. Odin, of saintly 
nenory, undertook a fatiguing journey to France to solicit Missionary 
aud for his extensive diocese, which then embraced nearly the whole of 
Texas. At Bordeaux, his Lordslip applied to the Very Rev. William 
Joseph Cailles, then Superior General of the society of Mary, for 


Brothers to establish a school in San Antonio. Although the number of 
# Jrothers was insufficient to satisfy the demand in the mother country, 
f the urgent appeal of the saintly prelate could not be resisted, and after 
® ‘special meeting of the Administration of the society, Brothers Nicholas 
tT Koenig, Lineaux snd Mauclerc, were placed at the disposal of his 
® Lordship. 
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Fredericksburg. 


REDERICKSBURG is the connty seat of Gillespie County, und is _ 
} situated in the rich valley of the Perdenales Creek, about 25 miles § 
north from Comfort and Kerrville, which are at the upper termins- 
tion of the 8. A. & A. P. Ry. 
This is a distinctive German town, and is the center of 1 section of | 
fine farming country settled upon by a thrifty class of Germans, whose | 
conservative methods, together with their economy and indnstry, have 
made splendid success come from a very humble and adverse beginning. 
Fredericksburg may be correctly styled the twin sister of New | 
Braunfels, since both were first settled by a part of the same colony of 
immigrants, brought out by Prince Solms-Braunfels over 50 years ago. 
In the beginning both branches of the colony saw extreme hardshtips, | 
endured grest trials and privations, and now both can rejoice at the 
prosperous condition of their people. 1 
There are about 3,000 inhabitants in Fredericksburg, and the sur 
rounding country is thickly settled. The soil about the town is a sandy — 
chocolate loam, which is very productive; the farmers raise a great deal | 
of smal! grain and do considerable stock raising. 
The adjacent country is hilly, and the altitude is possibly 1,600 feet 
above the sea; in the hills a fine quality of granite is found, which when 
reached by a railroad, will become a very commercial product. | 
Among the principal buildings, institutions and enterprises, there 
are several churches and schools, 2 hundsome two-story bank, a good ho- — 
tel, a first-class flouring mill and grain elevator, also a soda water andin 
ice factory; there are several cotton gins and an electric light plant; and 
u successful Fair Association, by holding annual county fairs, does much & 
to advance the interest and welfare of the people. Of the two newspx : 
pers published there, the ‘‘Volksblat” is said to have the largest circula-— 
tion of any publication west of San Antonio. 
There is also a casino or social club which ‘is active snd up to date; g 
great interest is also taken In singing societies and shooting clubs. 
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On the eve of St. Josepli’s Day, the litile band took leave of their 
superiors and confreres, and in company with several Oblate Fathers, 
some seminarinns destined for the diocese of New Orleans, and a small 
colony of nuns of the Incarnate Word, who were to open a school at 
Brownsville, bade adieu to la helle France, to embrace a life of labor in 
the interests of the Church and Christian education in far-off America. 

After a prosperous voyage they landed at Galveston, where Brother 
Andrew Edel was awaiting the arrival of his fellow brothers to join 
them in the capacity of director of the small community. Brother Edel 
lind come to America in 1849 with the first colony of Brothers to establish 
the foundation of a Mother House at Dayton, Ohio. 

From Galveston, the little band proceeded to Indianola, at that time 
the main starting point for the interior of the State. The journey now 
became more tedious, owing to the difficulties of stage-conch travel 
through a compuratively inhospitable region over rugged roads, through 
swollen stre:uns and exposed to the discomforts of abrupt changes of 
teniperature. 

In May 1852, the jaded travelers arnived in San Antonio and with- 
out delay entered upon their new career. They applied to the Rev. 
Calvo, a Lazarist father, who then ministered to the only Catholic Parish 
in the city. The Rev. Father accorded them every mark of interest and 
courtesy, trented them hospitably, and aided them in their preparations 
to open a school. This school was located on the west side of Military 
Plaza, where some years later Mr. Guerguin conducted his well-known 
Monte Pio. A room was rented on the second floor of a livery stable, 
crude school furniture improvised and in Septeinber of the same year a 
hoarding and day school was opened under the name of ‘*St. Mary’s 
School.” This nuclens of the present St. Mary’s College, was tanglit 
hy Brother Edel, director, assisted by Brothers Koenig and Lineaux, 
Mr. O'Neil and a novice of the Order, who, however, died before the 
close of the year. 

Anong the first boarders were Mr. Doyle, who soon afterwards 
hecaine associated with the school as a instructor, John and William 
Wallace, the former of whom also was later connected with the school 
us a teacher and subsequently joined the Confederate army. R. and G. 
Pereida and the Flores Brothers are remembered to have attended at 
this time as day scholars. The comunity of Brothers and boarders 
resided in an humble adobe house at the corner of South Laredo and 
West. Commerce Streets, where Berger Bros. store now stands—the 
property then belonging to Mr. Marins, a Frenchman. 

The visible blessing of God accompanied the labors of ihe Brothers, 
as was seen by the liberal patronage accorded the school, in fact, the 
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Lavernia. 


AVERNIA is a sturdy little town on the Gulf Shore railroad, 
5 twenty-three miles southeast of San Antonio, in Wilson County. 
Some forty-five years ago it was a trading point. The country at 
that time was a clear, open prairie, but now it is covered witli mesquite 
brush. Lavernia is on high ground, overlooking Cibolo Creek and its 
valley, which is considered extra fine land. It has about three lrundred 
inhabitants. It has two first-class cotton gins, also a pottery. It is the 
birth place of some <listinguished persons, and it is the home of a 
hospitable, thrifty people, who lerve nothiug undone to make strangers 
and newcomers feel welcomed. 
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Moulton 


S on the Sen Antonio & Arsnusas Pass Railway, between Shiner and 
| Flatonia, in Lavaca Connty, twenty uiiles from Hallettsville, the 
county seat. It is x picturesque town, lying as it does on 4 bill 
surrounded by a number of sister hills, thickly dotted with farm houses. 
The soil is a rich, black waxy variety, very productive. It is the natural 
trading point for a large section of tributary country. The settlers ave 
Bohemi:uns, Gernians and Polanders; industrious and successful. Moul- 
ton has one oil mill, two cotton gins, a Convent and Catholic Church, 
also 2 public school, well managed by Prof. Guenther, who is unusually 
careful and painstaking 
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increase Of boarders and the attendance of day scholars were so en- 
couraging, that soon fter the opening of the second session, it was 
evident that more ample accommodations would be required. Accor- 
dingly in November, 1853, the school and residence which till then had 
leen separate, were joined und transferred to the present site of the 
institution—the original building, a stone structure, 60x80 feet, and two 
stories high, now fornung the central part of the enlarged building 
fronting College Strect, then known as Water Street. 

On Christmas Day, 1854, Brothers Charles Francis and Eligius 
Beyrer arrived in San Antonio. They were then in the prime of life, 
had received a liberal education and were prepared to devote all their 
energies to the progress of the incipient institution, with whose subse- 
quent history their careers became intimately identified. The community 
up to this period had been without 1 chaplain, snd as Brother Beyrer 
had already completed his ecclesiatical studies in Europe, application 
was made for his elevation to the priestliood. The ordination took place 
at Galveston in Mareh, 1858. Brother Mauclere who had arrived in San 
Antonio with the first colony, was ordained in 1853, but soon after 
receiving Holy Orders wus transferred to the North. At the close of 
the session of 1854-55, the attendance of the school was 150 pupils, 
forty of whom were boarders. 

About this time the genial Mr. Boyle became connected with tlie 
growing institution. He is fondly remembered by his fellow-teachers 
und the old pupils for his devotedness and his ability as an instructor, 
Rev, Futher Sped, also an energetic Priest of the diocese, who had come 
to this country with Rey. Parisot, O. M. L, took an active interest in 
the schoo] about this time, by volunteering his time and services: in 
teaching. In consequence of this increase in the corps of teachers and 
the systematic instraction, the improvement of gradation in studies, 
and proper classification of pupils were made possible, and the object 
of the Brothers to elevate the stundard of the school to the rank of a 
College, could gradually be accomplished. When, in 1859, Brother J. 
Moore, a thorough scholiur and an accomplished educator, became 
connected with the school, its ascendency received an additional impetus. 
It was about this time that James and Bryan Callaghan, Anton Adam, 
B, Manenuann, H. Elmendorf!, C. F. Kleine, A. Biesenbach, A. and E. 
Steves and others, who afterwards attained recognition in administrative 
positions, or became prominent citizens of San Antonio, attended St. 
Mary's. 

Brother Edel, whose untiring euergy was the main-spring in this 
erutifying progress of the school, prudently foresaw the future possi- 
bilities and took measures for increased accommodations. A spacious 
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Shiner, 


CITY of 1000 inhabitants, is situated in Lavaca County, eighteen 

miles from Hallettsville, (the county seat) on the S. A. & A. P. 

R. R., (Waco route,) at the junction of the Lockhart branch. 
The country about jis considered the finest in South Texas, and it is 
thickly settled with Germans and Bohemians. It has a bank, four 
churches, a convent, ulso public schools, good hotels, and an enterprising 
set of business men. The town is compartively new, but its people 
have faith in its future, as is evidenced by its many brick store 
buildings. 
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kitchen, a dining-room and store rooms were annexed. These were 
substantially built of lime rock found in the quarries north of the city. 
_ The material is soft and white when quarried, but by exposure to the 
atmosphere becomes somewhat dark and considerably harder. At that 
period it was almost exclusively employed in Sau Antonio as a building 

. @ muterial in the erection of large edifices. 
§ . Now came the war, and with it general depression in the South, 
atlecting all departments of industry and trade, and school interests as 


« @ well. Much difficulty was often experienced in procuring food and 
+ @ school materials. However, teachers were exempt from conscription, 
ry @ «and when San Antonio was under martial law, with General Bee 


. @ conmanding, the school enjoyed certain privileges. It was at this 


4 < . 
wrtehtty bel Re Mee tate peg 
a\ a het Pet" i 4 





ST. MARY’S COLLEGE. 


epoch that Mr. T. Gentilz became connected with St. Mary’s in the 

- capacity as teacher of drawing and painting. His thorough and 
pructical knowledge in all departments of art, and especially his success: 
in teaching it, were soon recognized by the administration of the. 
school, and Mr. Gentilz obtained a permanent appointment as teacher 
of art, severing his connection with the school only when, in 1894, the 
hoarding department was transferred to the new St. Louis’ College. 
During the war Mr. Joseph Dunn, of Corpus Christi, rendered efficient 
aid us an instructor. 

: In 1866 the Very Rev. J. N. Reinbol’, Provincial Superior of the. 

Brothers of Mary, came to Sun Antonio on his initial visit to the school, 

bringing additional members of the Society to aid in teaching. Brother 











138 SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 





Rock Island. 


OCK ISLAND is situated in Colorado county, nine miles west of the 
Colorado river, twelve miles south of Columbus, the county seat, 
about sixty miles north and west of the Gulf coast, with an alti- 

tude of 250 feet, and seventy-seven miles west of Houston. The town 
is located on the San Antonio and Aransas Pass railway. 

The town survey is on the open prairie with deep sandy loam and 
abundance of drainage. In fact the loveliness and Edenic beauty of the 
location inspires faith in its future, contidence in the wisdom of those 
wno selected it, and renders glad the soul of the average man. 

It is not alone the beauty and loveliness of the location that renders 
Rock Island the most desirable. Other considerations niust be weighed. 
If the beauties of nature please the eye of the ordinary man, certain it 
is that a locution which offers the most superior business prospects will 
please and attract the business man. A vast area of beautiful md fer- 
tile land lying south of here has been withheld from market for many 
years, und only a year ago thrown upon the market by the Rock Island 
Colony and Land Company. 

Between 40,000 and 50,000 acres of these lands have heen offered by 
this company, over half of which have been sold to actual settlers, and 
many of the purchasers have already built and are now busy planting 
crops. These Iunds were given the International and Great Northern 
Railway Company by the state, and when granted were exempted from 
taxution until! 1900. The keen perception and foresightedness of the 
Rock Island Colony and Land Company discovered that when these rich 
Jands are converted into productive farms, Rock Island must of neces- 
sity become tle natural market of these farms, as there are neither mar- 
kets nor facilities for moving farm products for many miles south of 
here. That as Columbus has heen the ouly market for the few families 
located in this vicinity, this market would cut Columbus off, as these 
settlements are still south of here. Hallettsville, twenty-tive miles west, 
and Kagle Lake, seventecn miles east, are the nearest towns on the rail- 
road larger than this place. 
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1 Edel, who found that his physical energies were now rapidly on the 


decline, took this opportune occasion to apply for relief from the 
wrduons cares of the directorship. He had entered the Order as a mere 
child, had consecrated to its service the last yeurs of his life, and was 


now willing to continue his usefulness in an humble position. His 


urgent request was granted, and Brother Charles Francis was appointed 
jus successor. 

Shortly after the opening of the session, in the fall of 1866, San 
Antonio was visited hy the cholera. The municipal authorities ordered 
all public and private schools to be closed indefinitely. The day 
scholars were accordingly dismissed from St. Mary’s, but the boarders 
renained, and instruction was regularly continued for them. The 
epidemic was quite virulent and fatal, the death rate frequently reach- 
ing ninety victims per day. By the prompt and rigid enforcement of 
sinitary measures, and the regulation of diet, under the direction of 
Dr. Cupples, who acted in the capacity of physician to St. Mary’s, the 
school enjoyed immunity from the scourge, there being, during its 
entire continuance of two months. only one pupil who suffered a slight 
prostration—the son of (veneral Escobeda. After the expiration of six 
weeks the schools were re-opened, and from this poriod St. Mary’s 
enjoyed an interval of long continued prosperity, with a constantly 
increasing patronage. 

In the fal] of 1874 San Antonio became the See of a Bishop. The 
Episcopal residence being the rectory of St. Mary’s Church, his Lord- 
ship, Bishop Pellicer, soon became intimate with the Brothers. He 
took great interest in the well-being of the school, gave it liberal 
encouragement, and frequently associated with the Brothers in conver- 
sition and recreation. 

In 1875 it was again found necessary to make additions to the 
buildings. ‘The visit of the Very Rey. Joseph Simler, who was commis- 
sioned by the General Administration of the Order as Visitor Extraor- 
dinury to the American Province, grently aided the expedition of the 
uew and extensive constructions, and, in fact, in modernizing the whole 
situation. The Very Rev. Visitor took an absorbing interest in the 
progress of the school ; gave wise suggestions for the improvement of 
ihe department of instruction, and caused the institution of the Sodali- 
ties of the Immaculate Conception and the Holy Angels, of which F. 
J. Bowen and I. Corbett were respectfully the first Presidents. .He 
further obtained all necessary authorization to erect a three-story 
hnilding to contain class rooms, dormitories, an exhibition — hall, 
infirmary, dining halls, ete. The work was begun without delay and 
copleted during the session of 1876-77. No railroad had up to this 
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ST EDW ARDS COLLE Ck A BOARDING SCHOOL FOR YOUNG MEN AND BOYS. The College is beautifutly ai€u- 
- aE Gesell ———— S — ated on the Heights, three miles 
® } ; south of Austin, in a healthy and picturesque locality. Every facility is offered for an thorough Classical 


er Cominercial Course, with Modern Languages, Music, Shorthand, Typewrirng, Telésra pity, Dona 


" and Painting as optional studies. under special resident tenchers. A Minlim Departimneut for boys under 
AV STDIN, CaS AS. thirteen For Catalogue and further Di tena lan ipply bo REV. P. P. KLEIN, Cc. Ss. C.,. Pres. 
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peviod reached San Antonio, hence considerable delay was experienced 


jnobtaining the building material, the main portion of which came 
'trom Mobile, Ala., being transported to the city from Galveston by 


mule and ox trains. The arrival of this old-fashioned wagon train, 


consisting of about twenty wagons, each drawn by a dozen mules, or as 


many Oxen, and a reserve drove of the animals, encamping on the 


college grounds, presented a novel appearance. Previous to the advent 


of railroads this primitive caravan method of transportation was a 
familiar sight in this section of the.country, while passenger travel was 


| 
! 


curried on by means of the stage coach. There was, of course, less 
expedition in those days in leaving college after Commencement Day 
than there is at present. It frequently required severnl weeks before 
pupils could make favorahle connections; hence, they left very 
gradually, and ordinarily from fifteen to twenty-five, living in distant 
parts of the State or Mexico, were retained ut the school «luring vica- 
tion. But in 1877 the G. H. & S. A. railroad reached the Alamo City, 
the influence of the improvement in travel was soon felt ut the school by 
in increased influx of boarding pupils. Intercourse with the Mother 
House, in Ohio, also became more frequent. A number of Brothers 
were regularly sent to the North for the annual retreat ; others came to 
replace these, and the benefit accruing to the school by contact with 
Northern customs and methods soon became evident. The inspector of 
schools, also Brother J. B. Stintzi, who had heretofore came to San 
Antonio at intervals of several yeurs only, was now enabled to make 
nual visits. 

In 1881 Brother Charles Francis, who had suecessfully governed 
the schoo] through a trying period extending over fifteen successive 
yeirs, in the course of which time it was fully transformed into a 
Collere, under which title it was also chartered during his sdministra- 
lion, was succeeded by Rev. Francis Feith. His administrative 
qualities had been satisfactorily proven during his directorship at St. 
Mary’s College, Dayton, Ohio, from where he was transferred to the 
community of San Antonio in 1879 to replace Rev. Beyrer, as Chaplain, 
the services of the latter being frequently required at St. Michael’s 
(Polish) congregation, which was without « pastor during protracted 
intervals. Rev. Feith’s career was especially characterized by a 
paternal solicitude for the well being of the faculty and pupils. [lis 
wnobstrusvie labors, affability and gentleness of manner, gained lim 
esteem, love and confidence of all with whom his labors brought him in 
contact. It was during his administration that the movement to 
transfer the boarding department to the suburbs of the city began to 
receive serious consideration. Situated in the centre of the city, St. 
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Rev. P. F. Parisot, O. M. I. 


OF ST. MARY’S CHUROH, SAN ANTONIO. 


GAIN we present a sketch of one whom Catholic France may well” 
be proud to claim, to call her child. This devoted son of ou — 


Immaculate Mother was bore in Lorraine on the 20th of May, 


1827, being one of a family of six children. 
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REV. P. F. PAKISOT, ©. M. fF. 


Having concluded to 
enlist as a soldier of 
God, and His Church, 7 


he entered the Seminary 
of Sennide, where he 


spent five years pursu. 9 


ine the inferior studies. 


From there he went to — 


tle Seminary at Chatel 


sur Mozelle, where he — 


took the three years 
course in literature and 


rhetoric; the following — 


five years were spent in 
the study of philosophy 


und theology at St. Die — | 


and Marseilles. 
After completing 
twelve years of study 
he made his vows, it 
being February 1, 1851, 
abont which time he 
determined to enter the 
Order of Oblate Fail: 
ers. He thereupon ep- 
tered their novitiate at 
Grenoble, where he re- 
mained until his ordina- 


tion, which took place in Marseilles on February 15, 1852; he was 
or;lained by Monscigneur Charles Joseph Mazenod, the saintly founder 


of the Oblates, his beloved Superior. 


About that time Bishop Odin was visiting France seeking priests 


Continued on page 146. 
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® \arv’s was now becoming surrounded by large edifices, the annoyances 
and distractions incident to a thriving metropolis were seriously felt ; 


the accommodations in the buildings and on the premises were in:de- 


| quate, ind, hence, it was deemed opportune to erect a new boarding 
‘school. The movement obtained an additional impetus when the Very 
Rev. L. Beck became Provingial of the Brothers of Mary in America. 


His practical knowledge of architecture and finances qualified him to 
wdertake this work, which, in his hands an:] under his personal direc- 
tion, lias resulted in the erection of a boarding school commensurate m 
proportion and completeness with the best modern institutions of its 
kind iu the State. 

In 1892 the hierarchy of the United States decided to have an 


- educational exhibit at the World’s Columbian Exposition to show what 


the Catholics in this country are doing for education. The institutions 
of the Brothers of Mary throughout the States responded generously 
to the invitation to prepxre specimens of school work for the exhibit. 
Previous to this St. Mary’s College had obtained diplomas, silver and 
cold medals, for the excellence of school work exhibited at more than a 
(ozen State and International Fairs held at San Antonio. An elaborate 
exhibit was now prepared and sent to the great Exposition. In due 
time the cheering news arrived that St. Mary’s College was awarded a 
diploma and gold medal by the directors of the World’s Fair for the 
general excellence of its exhibit. 

Rev. Father Feith, who had untiringly labored for the ascendency 
of the school, and especially for tle erection of the new boarding 
school, was not de-tined to witness the completion of the latter. 
In July, 1898, he received his appointment as Chaplain of St. Louis’ 
College, Honolulu, Hawaiinn Islands, and on the following August 22 
he bude adieu to his beloved community and cherished friends in San 
Antonio, to await » fraternal welcome by his confreres on the far dis- 
tant Pacific. Ou the evening of the same day ground was broken for 
the erection of St. Louis’ College. 

Brother John Wolf, who had been connected with St, Mary’s since 
May, 1876, was now appointed director and the Rev. F.Spenner, who had 
just arrived from the Mother House, became chaplain. During the ses- 
sion of 1893-94, the work at the new College was the absorbing topic of 
interest and solicitude. On the last day of the year 1898, his Lordship, 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop Neraz, laid the corncr stone amid imposing cere- 
monies, in hich all the clergy of the city, the Catholic societies and the 
citizens, generally, participated. Little did his Lordship then surmise 
that this visit to the rising institution would be his last. But he had 
well merited the consolation of witnessing this triumph of Christian 
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education in his diocese. Fyom the first introduction of the Brothers 
he had been identified with their labors. As Parish Priest he regularly 
visited the school to Impurt catechetical instruction; as Vicar-General he 
exercised a constant active interest for the well-being of the school, and 
after his elevation to the episcopate, he frequently came during the short 
intervals of respite from his arduous labors to inquire about the success 
of the school and to encourage the Brothers. When they undertook the 
direction of the San Fernando school, in 1888, his Lordship ever evinced 
i paternal solicitude for their well-being and kept in persons! contact 
with all the details of the school to the end of his life. 

At the close of the session in June, 1894, the boarders bade final 
farewell to old St. Mary’s, as it was then known that the new St. Louis’ 
College would be ready for occupancy nt the opening of the next ses- 
sion. Bro. John Wolf was appointed first President of the new insti- 
tution, being succecded at St. Mary’s, which now became a day-school 
exclusively, by Brother John Bumeder, who had been connected with 
the school for several years as teacher of the graduating class. At the 
opening of St. Louis’ College, Rev. F. Spenner and Rev. E. Beyrer 
were appointed chaplain and assistant chapluin, respectively. St. Mary’s 
obtaining a new chaplain,—Rev. A. Frische, in August, 1895. 

At present St. Mary’s consists of nine classes, representing primary 
grammar, commercial and graduating departments. The instruction is 
literary, scientific and commercial; ancient and modern Janguages, music, 
typewriting, phonography and telegraphy are taught. There are four- 
teen Brothers and an attendance of 325 pupils. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, SAN ANTONIO. 


Ever since its erection the Mission Church of San Fernando had served 
as the place of worship for the Catholics of the various races residing 
in San Antonio. It was soon found to be too small for the ever increas- 
ing Catholic population, and the Rt. Rev. J. M. Odin, first Bishop of 
Galveston, resolved to erect 2 Church for the German and English 
speaking Catholics of San Antonio. The site chosen was that on which 
St. Mary’s is now built. It was owned by the heirs of Ambroysio 
Rodriguez, and was cared for by them as a vegetable and flower garden. 
Later on it was purchased by James Henderson, from whom Bishop 
Odin bonght it. The transfer, as found in the Records of Bexar 
County, reads as follows : 


STATE OF TEXAS, 
County oF BExar. Know Att MEN By THESE PRESENTS: 


That I, James Henderson, of the County of Bexar, and State 
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for his missions, and among others from whom he received aid was the 


most worthy Superior of the Oblates, who then gave Texas six Oblate 
priests and one lay brother, one of whom was the Rev. Fr. Parisot, — 


On March 19, 1852, he bade farewell to his parents and friends at Lor 


raine, departing for Havre, whence he suiled for the new world. On % 


the sume ship there were eighteen seminarians for Texas; also three 
choir sisters of the Incarnate Word and one lay sister. The lay brother 
and the lay sister mentioned are still living; the only survivor of the 
seniinarians is the Rev. Fr. Tarrillion, of Fredericksburg. There were 
bout four hundred passengers on hoard, who were chiefly Germans. 

After fifty-two days on that old fashioned sailing vessel, they 
arrived at New Orleans, where they spent a few days with Arehbishop 
Blane. Those bound for Texas then set out for their destination. Since 
the first day that Father Parisot spent in Texas was May 20 (his birth- 
day), he says that he was born again in Texas. 

The first three yeavs of our young Apostle’s missionary life were 
spent in those parts of Texas and Western Louisiana, where there were 
no priests, and perhaps, had been none for as many as twenty years. 
During those years he baptized about five hundred souls, among whom 
were a number of Indians. ‘The next three years were spent in teaching 
Jatin and mathematics at St. Joseph's College, Galveston, the charter 
for which University he obtained in 1856. 

In 1857 Rey. Fr. Parisot was called to San Antonio to be pastor 
for St. Mary’s Church, in the absence of the regular pastor, the Rev. 
Fr. Dubuis. On May 20, 1858, he was sent to Brownsville, where he 
was the superior of that mission for nine years, from which poiut he 
frequently gave missions in Mexico. 

In 1894 he was sent to San Antonig., where he rantiinenl some 
months, when he was sent to Butfalo to teach; from there he was again 
sent buck to Brownsville, where he was President of College, Chaplain 
of the Convent and Pastor of the Church. His work was too great, 
and Holy Thursday, 1895, he was stricken down with paralysis, from 
the effects of which he only fairly recovered after about eighteen 
months. { 

At the request of the Jate Rt. Rev. J. C. Neraz, Father Parisot 
was returned to San Antonio; since which time he has served as Chap- 
lxin at the Ursuline Convent and the Orphan’s Asylum, and is at present 
the Chaplain at the Convent of the Good Shepherd at East End. 

Rey. Fr. Parisot enjoys a beautiful and child-like confidence in the 
Blessed Virgin, who has shown him her appreciation of it on various 
occasions. He is beloved by all who know him. 

















HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. icy 


aforesaid, in consideration of the sum one thousand, four hund- 
rel dollars, to me paid by J. M. Odin, Bishop of Texas, of the 
aforesaid State, the receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, have 
granted, bargained, sold, released and confirmed, and by these presents 
do grant, bargain, sell, release and confirm unto said J. M. Odin, his 
heirs and assigns, all that tract, or parcel of ground, on the northeast 
side of the Sun Antonio River, in the City of San Antonio, bounded on 
the west by Rincon (now St. Mary's) Street, on the north by Water (now 
College) Street, on the east by a lot of ground belonging to the heirs of 
Ambroysio Rodriguez, and on the south by the San Antonio River; 
containing about seven-eighths of an acre, more or less, together with all 
ind singular the rights, members and hereditaments and appurtenances 
io the same belonging or in anywise incident or appertaining, to have 
und to hold all and singular the premises above mentioned unto the said 
J. M. Odin, his heirs and assigns forever; and I do hereby bind myselt, 
ny leirs, executors and administrators to warrant and forever -lefend 
the title to the said premises unto the said J. M. Odin, hns heirs, execu- 
tors, adulinistrators and assigns against myself and against all persons 
whomsvever lawfully claiming or to ¢laim the smue or any part thereof. 

Witness my hand and seal this thirtieth day of July, in the year of 

our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two: 

Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of 

L, Dos, 

Joun Twouie. JAMES HENDERSON. 


Stave OF TEXAS, 
County oF Brxar. | Before ine, Sam S. Smith, Clerk of the County 


Court of said county, personally appeared James Henderson, to me well 
known, who in my presence acknowledged that he had signed, sealed 
and delivered the within instrument of writing, and declared the same 
to he his act and deed for the purposes and considerations therein con- 
tained, in testimony whereof I hereby sign my name and affix the im- 
press of the seal of the County Court of said county this Aug. 21st, 1852. 
Sam 8S, Smutn, Clk. C. C. B. 


STATE OF ‘TEXAS, 
County OF Bexar. I, Sam 8. Smith, Clerk of the County Court of 


said Couuty, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing instrument 
of writing was filed for registration in my office Aug. 21st 1852, at 8 
clock a. m., and duly recorded the 24th, same month, at 5 o’elock p. 
i., in the records of said county in Book No. 2 on pages 158 and 159. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the County Court of said County, 
the day and year above written. Sam 8S. Smutu, C. C. C. B. 
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Yoakum 
é IN the edge of Lavaca County; it is the junction point of the San J 


Antonio & Aransas Pass railroad, where the Waco and Lockhary J 


branches join the main line; it is also division headquarters, haying — 
all the mechanical department of the road located there. It is compara- 
tively u new place, being named out of conipliment to Mr. B. F 
Yoakum, 2 previous general manager of the road. It is situated on a 


high rolling prairie, and has 3,000 wide-awake, enterprising inhabi- § 


taunts; also. good Chureh and school buildings; the Catholic Church and 
Convent are both handsome structures. Yoakum, having a fine farm 
and stock country around it, and having unusual railroad advantages, 
has undounbtediy a bright future. 


TIPS HARDWARE CoO. 
Dealers in Hardware, Stoves, Wire, Nails, 
C. Roofing Iron, Steel, Wagon Material, Tools, Plows, Cultivators, Havr- 


rows, Tinware, Oils and Paints, Twine and Cordage, 
Mowers, Rakes, ete. 


115-117 W. Commerce St., San Aatonio, Texas. 
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Skidmore 


S A BUSTLING little town of 300 inhabitants, in the lower edge 
of Bee County, eleven miles from Beeville, which’ is the County 
seit. It is on the mum line of the Aransas Pass railroad, and at 

the junction of the branch to Alice. Jt was established in 1888, and 
named in honor of Mr. Frank Skidmore, a large cattle owner of that 
section. 

Skidmore, being iu the coast country, offers a fine field for investors, 
us vegetables can be raised all the year round. A handsome Catholic 
Church has lately been erected. ‘The country is rapidly settling up, ant 
visitors are welcomed and treated courteously. 
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The property was secured, hut remained unimproved until the year 
1855, when a Church subseription was begun by the Rev. J. M. Dubuis; 
Rector of San Fernando. The subscription opened on September 8, 
1855. The first donation made was $3.00, and by Sefiora Quito, and 


" the amounts given ranged from 5 cents to $1,000, and when later on the 


Church was under way there were contributions of day labor and haul- 
ing of material for the construction purposes. The sum of $10,214.50 
was collected by the Rev. J. M. Dubuis, who even went to Galveston 
and New Orleans to enlist the Reverend Clergy and the people in the good 
work. A goodly amount was contributed by his friends in those two 
cities. As soon as he thought it prudent, Rev. Fr. Dubuis concluded to 
begin erecting the Chureh. Ground was broken in the autumn of the 
yer 1855. Mr. Theodore Giraud was the architect for the building; 
Mr. Patrick Walsh contractor for the stone cutting; the contractors for 
the mason-work were Messrs. F. C. and Joseph Schmitt, brothers, and 
the wood-work was done by Mr. Marcus Flores, under the direction of 
Rey. Fr. Dubuis. The people viewed with satisfaction the progress 
made, nnd prepared for the ceremony of the laying of the corner stone. 
In the nbsence of the Rt. Rev. Bishop Odin, the Very Rev. J. M. 
Dubnis, V. G., officinted on this occasion, assisted by the Rev. S. 
Mackin, Rev. P.Twrrillion, now Rector of the Im. Conception, Fredericks- 
burg, Rev. F. Bouchu, of the Mission San Francisco de Ja Espada. The 
stone was out and prepared by Patrick Walsh; the inscription, also, on 
it was traced by this gentleman, but the letters were chiseled out by the 
Very Rev. Fr. Dubuis, and read: ‘* Domus Det et Porta coeli; 
Junuary 6, 18566.” After this event, the work was pushed with great 
vigor, for Father Dubuis displayed wonderful energy in urging on the 
laborers under his supervision. He was to he seen engaged wherever 
help was needed, whether it was in moving stone, mixing mortar, hoist- 
ing lumber with the derrick, or carrying material to workmen when 
their assistants failed to do it. Once, it is said, he was helping to raise 
arafter with a pulley attached to the lighest piece of lumber in thie 
building, when it swung around and struck him in the side. He was 
thrown to the ground, injured more internally than externally. He 
remained contined to his room for several months, and his life wus 
(despaired of. He was, however, spared by Divine Providence to give 
still further evidence of his zeal for souls. The Church Steadily 
rose and presented to the inspector or visitor a stately gothic structure. 
It faces west, and the inside measurements are one hundred and ten 
feet long, fifty feet wide and about seventy feet high from floor to ceiling. 
Solid stone pillars supported the arches, and the pleasing aspect of pro- 
portions gives a good estimate of the designwr’s ability. A tower on 
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Rev. C. J. Smith, O. M. L 


PASTOR OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH, SAN ANTONIO: 


EV. C. J. SMITH, O. M. I., the highly esteemed pastor of St. 
Mary’s Church, is a member of the Order of the ‘‘Oblates of @ 
Mary Immaculate,” of whom he is the local superior. 4 


He was born in — 
Ottawa, Canada, in the — 
rah yew 1851; his father 
te | being an Enélish Cana- 
. dian, and his good 
mother a daughter of the 
“Emerald Isie.” He 
received his education at 
the Ottawa University, 
where he graduated in 
1870, with the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. Later, 
after a lapse of 2 num- 
ber of years, he took 
another course at thie 
University, receiving 
the degree of Master of 
Arts, in June 1880. 
The Ottawa Univer- 
sity is under the direc- 


——$$_ __.—_—. eee — ee —— —+ -_ -y 





Fathers, and of late 
years it has been raised 

Rev. Cc. J. SmirH, O ML to the. dignity of a 
Catholic University, which brings it under the direct care or supervision 
of Rome. This favor was obtained by Archbishop Joseph Thomas 
Duhamel upon his last visit to the Pope. 

Rev. Father Smith having decided to dedicate his life to God, in the 
Order of the Oblates, made his novitiate at Lachine ; ho made his rell- 
cious vows in the year 1872 and was ordained in 1875. He afterwards 
was professor of Latin, Greek and Mathematics at the University for 
about eight years. 

Continued on Page 152. 
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the north side and two pinnacles on either side of the main door are still 
inconiplete. Early in the Summer of 1857 the Church was thrown open 
to religious service and the ‘* Old Chureh,” as it was called, was reserved 
for the use of the Mexican, Italian and French Catholies of the city. 
As two congregations should henceforth worship in St. Mary’s, it was 
necessary to provide Priests to attend to their respective spiritual wants. 
The Very Rev. Father Dubuis while remainine rector of San Fernando 
did not abandon the new tlock just separated from the parent Churelh. 
Ile continned as rector of St. Mary’s until 1862, when he was conse- 
eruted Bishop of Galveston, November 23d of that yiar. His assistants 
luring that time were the Reverends Stephen Mackin and Michael 
Sheehan. The Rev. Leopold Moezygemba, O. M. C., ministered with 
oveat zeal to the German popniation. In the Autumn of 1857 the Rev, 
F. Dubuis went to Europe, and during his absence the Reverends Pierre 
F. Pavisot and J. M. Gaye, O. M. L., of Brownsville, took charge of 
the parish for about six months. In 1859 the Rev. F. X. Wenniger, 5. 
J., was invited to give a mission in St. Mary’s. With true apostolic 
zeal the Missionary began his Inbors. Serious breaches of morality had 
been made, and especially had the matrimonial laws in many instances 
hen scandalously violated. The Reverend Father fearlessly set about 
reforming this state of things, and in powerful language showed the 
depth of the evil to be remedied. The guilty writhed under the lash; 
but the well-disposed hailed theevent as timely, so that faith and morals 
might be put on a proper basis: Murmuriogs against the preacher grew 
into threats of assassination, followed by interruptions during the ser- 
vices, and indecorous behavior in the Church. Open violence was 
spoken of. But the good Catholics handed together and resolved that 
neither would harm be done the Priest nor the house of God be dis- 
eraced. ‘This knowledge conveyed to the disturbers that any hostile 
demonstration on their part would meet armed resistance prevented any 
oulbreak, and the mission went on and concluded with beneficent results. 

During the period of time which elapsed between 1859 and 1869, 
when the Rey. Thos. J. Jolinston became rector, many Priests succeeded 
eich other in discharging their duties towards the two congregations. 
The English speaking congregation was attended to by the Rev. Michael 
Sheehan from 1859 to 1861; by the Rev. J. A. Faure from 1861 to 1866; 
from 1866 to 1869 by the Rev. Lonis Chaland; wheres, the following 
Priests ministered to the German members of St. Mary’s Church; the 
Rev. Alto Herman, O. S. B., for a few months in 1859; the Rev. P. 
Baunady, O. S. B., in 1860; the Rev. P. Hermilian Wendell, O. 8. B. 
und the Rev. F. Amandus, O. S. B., from 1860 to 1867; the Rev. 
Columbano Schinidt Bauer, O. S. B., for a» few months in 1867; the 
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He was then sent to Lowell, Mass where he became pastor of the 


Church of the Immaculate Conception. While there he had the arduous — : 


duty among the many others of caring for the Catholic mill hands, 
which necessitated close vigilance and the frequent visitation of the — 
corporation boarding houses. | 

Between the work and the climate, his health became impaired and 
he was sent to Texas. Hecameto San Antonio in the fall of 1886, 
becoming the assistant of the late Rev. Richard Maloney, O. M. L, who 
was then pastor of St. Mary’s Chureh; when the Rev. Father Maloney 
took charge of St. Peter Claver’s Chureh, Rev. Father Smith became 
the pastor of St. Mary’s, the Rev. Father Maloney still remaining the 
local Superior of the Oblates. Upou the death of the Rev. Father 
Maloney, Rev. Father Smith was appointed to succeed him as Superior. 

Siuce assuming charge of St. Mary’s Church, he has been the in- 
spirationu of many improvements, both as regards the outward appear- 
ance of the material Church and the spiritual progress of the people. 

It was Rev. Father Smith who had the young men of the parish 
organize and publish St. Mary’s Monthly,” which later became St. 
Mary’s Review, then the San Antonio Messenger, and finally the 
‘‘ Southern Messenger,” which is today doing good work throughout the 
State. Rev. Fr. Smith is further a great lover of music, being a talent- 
ed performer and a keen critic. Heis at present the spiritual director 
of the Catholic Knights and of the Ancient Order of Hibernians ; he is 
also Chaplain of the Good Shepherd Convent (East End), Rev. Father 
Parisot being his assistant. 
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Rev. Charles T. Greyenbiih! for ao few months in 1868; the Rev. J. 
Anstaets exercised the Ministry in St. Mary’s from May 1869 to the 
latter part of 1871; the Rev. Thos. J. Johnston in the meantime having 
become rector of that Chureh. It now became evident that another new 
Church was needed. The restoration of peace between the North and 
the South had occasioned a general desire among the people of the 
country to seek and secure homes. Immigration turned towards Texas 
and the population rapidly increased. The German element became very 
large and a movement was started among the Catholics of that nation- 
ality to have a Church for themselves. St. Joseph’s was built in 1869 
and St. Mary’s became the Parish Church of the English-speaking 
Catholics of the city. It is well known that besides being the house of 
God, St. Mary’s served for a time as a place of habitation for those en- 
gaged in the Ministry or preparing for it. The Pastor himself for many 
years occupied a room built overhead in the vestry; whereas, the rooms 
in the tower were turned into class-roonis for the seniinarians. It was 
in Rev. Father Johnston’s apartment that a braneb of the C. K. of A. 
was organized, and that the meetings were held for a long time. 

During his long pastorate be was ussisted by several Rey. Fathers : 
tevs. dos. Ferra, J. S. Guillet, L. Genolin, J. Hoban, Geo. 
Lagleder, T. S. Major, Daniel Swagers, Hugh A. Milmo, Wiecart S. J., 
Peter McMahon. In the year 1884, the Very Rev. Father Johnston 
met with a serious accident from which he never fully recoverel. He 
was thrown out Of a carriage attached to two runaway horses und in- 
jured. In consequence he was little able to attend to pastoral duty. 
Paralysis of the brain soon set in and after several months of suffering 
he died on the 14th of July, 1885, admired for his many gifts of mind 
and heart and beloved on account of lis fidelity to his pastoral duty. 

During the illness of the Rev. Fr. Johnston negotiations were 
begun between the late Rt. Rev. J. C. Neraz, the second Bishop of San 
Antonio, and the Provincial of the Oblates of Mary lmmaculate, the 
Very Rev. Jas. McGrath, O. M.I., for the purpose of offering St. 
Marv’s Parish to the above society. The offer was accepted, and on the 
ist day of July, 1884, the Rev. Richard J. Malony, O. M. I., stationed 
at the Church of the Holy Angels, Buffalo, N. Y., was sent to San 
Antonio to take charge of St. Mary’s. This advent of the Oblates of 
Mary to San Antonio, and their taking possession of St. Mary's, recalls 
to mind that when in 1857 two Oblate Fathers, the Rev. P. F. Parisot and 
the Rev. J. M. Gaye, attended to this Churelh for a few months during 
the absence of the Rey. J. M. Dubnis in France the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Odin had signified to the first named Father his fixed intention of hand- 
ing over St. Mary's to the Oblates. The Rev. Chas. Cahill, O. M. I. 
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Hymn of the Alamo. 


RISE! man the wall—our clarion blast 
Now sounds its final reveille— 
This dawning morn must be the last 
Our fated band shall ever sec. 
To life, but not to hope, farewell— 
You trumpets clang and canons peal, 
And storming shout and clash of steel 
Is Ours, but not our country’s knell. 


Welcome! the Spartan’s death, 
Tis no despairing strife ; 

We fall, but our expiring breath 
Is freedom’s breath of life. 


Here on this new Thermopyle, 

Our monument shall tower on high ; 
““Remeniber the Alamo,” shall hereafter be 

On bloodier fields the battle cry ! 
Thus, Travis from the ramparts cried ; 

And when his warriors saw the foe, 
Like whelming billows surge below, 

Each dauntless heart at once replied. 


Welcome! the Spartan's death, 
"Tis no despairiug strife; 
We die, but our expiring 
Is freedom’s breath of life. 


They come—like autunin leaves—they fall. 
Yet hords on hords they onward rush: 
With gory tramp they mount tho wall : 

Till numbers the defenders crush. 
The last was felled, the fight to gain— 

Well may the ruffians quake to tell 
How Travis and his hundred fell 

Amid a thousand foemen slain. 


They died the Spartan’s death, 
But not in hopeless strife, 
Like brothers—and their expiring breath 


Was freedom’s breath of life. |BY &. M, POTTER. 
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cume to St. Mary’s as assistant to the Rev. Wr. Malony, but remained 
only a few months, when he was succeeded by the Rev. R. M. Barrett, 
0. M. [. During Father Maloney’s incumbency the Very Rev. James 
McGrath, O. M. I., Provincial of the Oblates in the United States, 
preiched two missions in December, 1884, 1885, respectively, and the 
jubilee exercises in December, 1886. New pews were put in the Church, 
the societies already existing received new Vigor and others weve estab- 
lished. It was also during his Rectorship that the few colored persons, 
who for years had worshipped in St. Mary’s, were able, throngh his 
influence and the concurrence of a generous and pious lady, to have a 
Church and schools built expressly for their use. A more extended 
notice of their work will be given below under the title of St. Peter 
Claver’s Mission. 

Iu September, 1888, when the Rev. Fr. Malony took vharge of the 
colored Mission, the Rey. C. J. Smith, O. M. 1., assumed the Rector- 
ship of St. Mary’s Church. The chief events which have occurred 
since are the erection and consecration of a marble altar, imported from 
the firm of C. E. Hall & Co., Boston, Mass., December 9, 1888. It 
cost $1,477.85. A new pipe organ, valued at $3,000, from the firm of 
Farrand & Votey, Detroit, Mich., was blessed on the 261h of April, 1590. 

New stained-glass windows were put in; the sanctuary was com- 
pletely renovated; statues in curved-wood niches were erected, the gifts 
of the societies of the Church and zealous donors nmong the congrega- 
tion. The electric light was introduced into the Church and mauy gen- 
erous members of the congregation contributed towards this improve- 
nent. On the first Sunday of October, 1890, St. Mary’s Church 
Monthly Journal appeared for the first time. It was simply a medium 
through which were conveyed to the faithful worshipping in St. Mary’s 
the regulations of the Church, the principal Catholic events, and retlec- 
tion On subjects of religious interest. From «a monthly it became « 
weekly, and took the name of Sé. Afary’s Weekly Journal, and was 
placed before the public asa paper to be supported by subscription. A 
lay management then controlled it, and its circulation and influence in- 
creased very materially. After a few changes of managementand name 
it has become the only Catholic paper in the Stute of ‘Texas, and is 
known far beyond the limits of Texas as the Southern Dlessenger. 

The Fathers of St. Mary's gave special attention to that portion of 
the congregation located on what is known as Government Hill, where 
Fort Sam Houston is established. A pious and devoted lady had for 
years instructed the Catholic children of the Hull in her own house. 
There she taught them tbe Christian doctrine, and ze:lously watched 
over them when they prepared for First Communion. The Fathers 
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Columbus, 


HE COUNTY seat of Colorado County, a city of 3,000 inhabitants | 
is on the main line of the Southern Pacific railroad, and at the | 
junction of the branch line to La Grange. After a sleep of a — 


number of years it is again taking on its old-time business air. At one — 


time Columbus was the foremost city in South Texas, its people nun. 9 


berect among them the wealthiest cattle men of the state, its merchants 


were solid and substantial; but they let «1 number of small towns spring | 


up about them and take uway their trade. A misunderstanding caused 
the Southern Pacifie to build their shops and establish a division two and 


a half miles west of it, and as a result the town languished. Colnmbus — 
of today, however, is a fur different town from: what it has been for so 9 
many years. The people have awakened to the fact that they could not | 


get back their prestige without an effort, so a preconcerted effort was 


nude. New brick store buildings were erected, the business men held — 


out inducements to the effect that Columbus is now a bright, busy little 


city. Its merchants command a good business, and the town has a wide © : 


awake appearance. It is situated in the heart of a fine agricultural 
country on the Colorado River. 


All religious denominations are represented, the Catholics having a 
Church and Convent there. 
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® trom St. Mary’s made frequent visits to encourage both teacher and 


pupils. Soon it was strongly urged that a Catholic School be erected on 


# ike lots secured some years previous for Chureh purposes. The Right 
@ kev. Bishop Neraz authorized the project, and a school was built, in 


—— 


which secular knowledge was taught during the week and Catechism on 


® Sunday. The Rev. F. X. Brulé, O. M. I. (now of Eagle Pass), for several 


months worked most actively among tle Catholics of that section of the 
city. Later on, this school became the place of worship for the 


# Catholics living on the Hill and near the Southern Pacific Railway 
| Station, when the new parish of St. Patrick’s was taken from St. 
| Mary’s, with the Rev. M. A. Rhatigan as the first rector, in 1893. 


By the sudden death of the Rev. R. J. Malony, O. M. I., which 


| occurred on the 13th of February, 1893, the Oblate Community of St. 
} Mary’s lost its Superior and the Colored Catholics their devoted pastor. 


The universal esteem entertained for him was evident from the resolu. 
tions of regret passed by the various Catholic Societies and the great 
concourse Of people at his funeral. He had lived 73 years. occupied in 


| wissionary work in Canada, the States of New York, Vermont and 


Texas. On the 18th day of August, 1893, in the presence of a large 


| congregation the Right Rev. J. C. Neraz ordained the Rev. E. J. O’Cal- 
_ laghan, O. M. L., to the priesthood. He was the first Oblate ordained 


in lexas. The parishioners of St. Mary’s were again on two subsecjuent 
occasions privileged with having the benefit of two missions; one was 
preached in December, 1894, by the Very Rev. J. M. Guillard, O. M. 
I., Provincial, and the other by the Rev. J. H. Quinn, O. M. I., of 
Buffalo, N. Y., from Mareh 2ist, 1897. to the 28th of the same month. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 
THE CHURCH AT EAGLE PASS AND VICINITY. 


There is no record showing that any Priest had been’ stationed at 
Eagle Pass before the arrival of the Rev. J. Jean de la Croix in 1864. 
He remained ahout sixteen years in charge of the Mission. After him 


' came the Rey. M. Spinelly. It would seein that bis jurisdiction extended 


to both sides of the river Rio Grande. He died from pnenmonia con- 
tracted in crossing a swollen creek one cold winter day as he was return- 
ing froma sick call. About this time the Rev. A. Heyburn commenced 


| the erection of a Church, which was, however, coniplete|, by the Kev. 


® A.J. Ferra. The latter also began to build n Priest’s residence, but 
wis removed to another station hefore finisling it. 





In connection with these Missions we notice the names of the 
Revs, Ed. Kelly and M. Murphy, who both labored principally at 











158 SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 


The Surrender of Santa Anna. 


AND BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO. 


HE ILLUSTRATION presented of this very memorable occasion 
1 is taken from the grand, large painting in the State Capitol, which 
is not Only a master-piece of art, but is as well, historically correct. 
Since the capture and surrender of the cruel and conceited Mexican 
General, was but a fitting finale to the splendid victory won by tie 
Texans the day before at the battle of San Jacinto, we give an outline 
of that meaningful event. 





SURRENDER OF GEN. SANTA ANNA. 


The convention had ussembled, and on March 2nd, 1836, issued the 
declaration of independence; on the 16th the Provisional President and 
and other officers were elected, and on the {7th (St. Patrick’s Day), the 
constitution adopted, was signed. Meanwhile Gen. Houston on the 
approach of Santa Anna evacuated Gonzales. This retrent he continued, 
falling hack to the Colorado, then to the Brazos and finally to the San 
Jacinto, his design being to sextter the Mexican troops, in which lie 
succeeded. 

The alarm whlch had previously taken possession of the Texans 
soon quieted, and during that time Gen. Houston collected a force of 


Continued on page 180. 
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Brackettville and in the surrounding settlements. The Chureh, which is of 


stone, at Brackettville, was built by Father Kelly in 1879, and blessed 


by the Rt. Rev. A. D. Pellicer, tirst Bishop of San Antonio. The Rev. 


# A. Heyburn was assistant to Father Kelly. The Rev. L. Genoliu. also 


visited these Missions in 1878, but only for five months. Father 


| Kelly disappeared from the scene, and Father Heyburn took up the 


good work inaugurated by his predecessor. which he continued until the 
nonth of September, 1881. The Rev. F. Wicart succeeded Father 


| Heyburn and remained in charge of Brackettville until December 5, 


1882. On the 20th of January, 1884, the Rey. F. Schmelzer came to 
this Mission, but stayed only three months. 

With regard to Uvalde, from scant information it is learned that a 
frame Church was erected by Father Heyburn from subscriptions taken 
up by him in San Antonio, and it was blessed by the Rt. Rev. J. C. 


| Nernz, second Bishop of San Antonio, on March 31, 1883. It liad 


become evident that neither of these Missions separately could support 
a resident Priest. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Neraz, desiring to have this 
portion of his flock attended to, and conscious of the cifficulties in the 
way, applied to the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, whose Provincial 
house is in Lowell, Mass. Owing to a fatal accident, the Very Rev. 
Thos. Jolinston, Pastor of St. Mary's, San Antonio, was rendered unable 
to atiend any longer to the Parish. In the meantime the Right Rev. 
Bishop communicated with the Very Rev. Jos. McGrath, O. M. L., 
Provineial of the Oblates in the United States. After some correspon- 
dence it was agreed that the Oblates should accept the charge of St. 
Mary’s along with the Missions of Engle Pass, Uvalde, ete. Two 
Fathers, the Revs. H, Olivier and J. J. Rieux, O. M.I., took up their 
residence at Eagle Pass, and shortly after, the Rev. R. J. Malony, O. M. 
I., assumed the direction of St. Mary’s Parish, San Antonio. 

After luboring for some time at Eagle Puss, the Fathers were called 
upon by the Bishop to attend to Bracketville, Uvalde, Del Rio ete. The 
Missionaries now visit these stations regularly, but always return to 
Eagle Pass which is their headquarters. Since the arrival of the Oblate 
Fathers, many improvements have been made in the Mission. The 
Chureh at Eagle Pass inside and outside has been gradually repaired and 
heautified; and it is furnished with vestments, statues, electric light. 
The residence begun by Father Ferra has been enlarged and completed, 
and the grounds around both becomingly laid out. 

The records of the Church of Uvalde which start from June 24, 


1886, nre to be found in the possession of the Fathers at Eagle Pass. 


This Mission is the least progressive of those mentioned above and con- 
lams like them, a mixed population of Americans and Mexicans. 
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about 800 men. The Mexicans continued to pursue them; Gen. Santa 


Anna himself bemg in command with a vastly superior number of 
troops. 


On April 2ist Gen. Houston judged that the time was ripe for his J 


attack, so after attending to every possible point he gave battle. He 


had a few cays before made the most soul-stirring speech, in which he 
bade his men choose as their slogau, ‘Remember the Alamo,” and, to let © 


their determination be for ‘‘ victory or death.” He had no fenr of 
defeat, but felt an inspiration of certain victory, saying, “ Trust in the 
God of the just and fear not.” 

The enemy had just been reinforced by 500 choice troops under 


Gen. Cos, so Gen. Houston feared the arrival of more, for the enemy’s 9 


effective force was then 1500 men, against the 783 Texans. The bridge 
on the road to the Brazos was destroyed to cut off escape. 


The first regiment, under Col. Burleson was assigned the center — 
field; the second under Col. Sherman formed the left wing; the artillery J 


under Col. Hockley was placed in the right of the center; four compan- 


ies of infantry under Lieut. Col. Millard sustained the artillery; the 


cavalry, sixty-one in number, under Col. Lamar, ws placed on the ex- 
treme right, and completed the line. The cavalry was the first sent to 
the front, to the enemy’s left to distract their attention, while the other 
forces concentrated in an extensive timber, every evolution was per- 
formed with alacrity, the Texans advancing rapidly in line through the 
open prairie without any protection whatever. The artillery advanced 
within two hundred yards of the enemy’s breastworks, and opened an 
effective fire with grape and canister. 

Col. Sherman’s regiment having commenced action, the whole 
center and right line advanced in double-quick time, ringing the war 
cry, ** Remember the Alamo,” getting within point blank range before 
firing a shot, but when they did, they sent them hot snd fast. They ad- 
vanced without a halt until in possession of the woodland and hreast- 
works, which were taken by Burleson and Millard; the artillery charged 
upon the enemy’s canon, which was then also taken and the enemy 
routed. , 

The conflict lasted about twenty minutes froni the time of close 
fighting until the Texans were in possession of the enemy’s encamp: 
ment, taking one londecd canon, four stands of colors, and all their camp 
stores, baggage, etc. The enemy was further pursued, and 730 prisoners 
taken, among whom were Generals Santa Anna and Cos. 


The loss sustained by the Texans, were two killed and twenty-three 


Continued on page 162. 
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DEL RIO. 


Before the erection of the Church at Del Rio, Ifoly Mass was cele- 
brated in an old shanty. In the year 1885 a Church bel! was solemnly 
nlessed in a yard close by, which served to cali the faithful to Mass. A 
large concourse of people assembled and the Right Rev. J. C. 


# Neraz performed the ceremony of the blessing. The hospitable populs- 


tion entertained the Bishop and visiting clergy at dinner and otherwise 
showed them marked honor. The orator of the day was the Rev. 
Father Garza, Parish Priest of Piedras Negras, Mexico, who is at 
present a canon of the Cathedral of Monterey. 

Notwithstanding the serious difficulties he had to encounter, the 
Rev J. Malmartel, O. M. I., undertook the erection of a stone Church 
of gothic style of architecture. Like many other Missionaries in those 
pioneer days of Catholicity in Texas, he followed the workmen and 
shared in their labor, quarrying stone, carting it and taking it to the 
place where the Church was being built. Though his means were scanty, 


| yet by lis zeal and tenacity of will, he succeeded in raising the building 


to the window sills. Finding himself somewhat short of funds, he ob- 
tained permission from his superior, the Rev. H. Olivier, O. M.I., to 
visit the Missions of Fort Stockton. Fort Davis, Presidio del Norte and 
the settlements scattcred over this dreary district. For over three 
months he labored in these parts, assisted by the Rev. E. Reapiso, O. M. 
I. During that Missionary tonr, about 4,000 confessions were heard 
and 3,000 Holy Communions given, and a great many children baptized. 
The offerings made him for his labors amounted to $600, which he used 
to continue work on the Church. Father Malmartel was sent to the 
Scholasticate of the Oblate Fathers in Ottawa Canada, us professor of 
lloly Scripture and the Rev. Fr. X. Brule, O. M. I., was entrusted 
with the completion of the Church. He was successful in making ao 
loun of $1,000, which, in the course of time, was generously donated to 


- him by the owner and with money raised in many ways he finished the 


Church. It was solemnly blessed and opened to religious service by 
Bishop Neraz on the t9th of August, 1894. Del Rio promises to be a 
lourishing town commercially, and the Catholic population is affording 
much consolation to their zealous Pustor, Rev. Father Brulé. 

Whereas, fourteen years ago, one Priest could scarcely find a liveli- 
hood in these Missions, now five Oblate Fathers are engaged in spread- 
ing the gospel in those principal towns and at other smal) stations. 








162 SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 


wounded, (six mortally.) ‘The enemy’s loss was 6380 killed and 268 


wounded. Compiled from ‘Browns’ History of Texas. 
+ * %& * * % * * 


Well does San Antonio remember the wnniversary of this, the in 
dependence day of Texas by a grand annual procession, and the expres- 
sive ‘* Battle of Flowers.” May this rejoicing never grow less; may 
our appreciation ever grow more; may every town and village in our 
graud State follow the example of San Antonio, and observe “San 
Jacinto Day” as a holiday in the fullest sense. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
SISTERS OF CHARITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD, SAN ANTONIO. 


The religious erndle of this Congregation is the Monastery of the 
Incarnate Word, Lyons, France. Its origin was the call of merey and 
the ery of distress from the far-off prairies of Texas heard witlun the 
cloistered walls of the Spouses of the Incarnate Word, and hearkened 
to with the generosity and charity which characterized the Venerable 
Mother Angelique, of the Incarnation, and her daughters. Although 


eS 0 | Balt 


~ia 
5 = , —_ 


nu, "ety om ae 7 


oe ay 
f ; eee eye f Ah “ 





SANTA ROSA INFIKMAHY. 


not depending on this Monastery as their Mother House, since the 
difference of works does not permit it, the Sisters of the Congregation 
vegard as a precious legacy of their saintly Foundress, the privilege of 
looking upon the religious of the Monastery of Lyons as their Mothers, 


_ ind always seek their approbation in all that concerns the spirit of the 


Incarnate Word, and endeavor to shape their conduct in accordance 
with the heroic examples of virtue and the sweet simplicity of the 
holy lives of these estimable religious which the Superiors of the 
Congyegation of San Antonio have been privileged to witness during 
their several sojourns in the Monastery of Lyons. 

The Order of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament was 
founded in 1638 by the Ven. Jeanne Chezard de Matel, and flourished 
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Rev. R. M. Olivier, O. M. [., 


OF EAGLE PASS, TEXAS. 


EV. R. M. OLIVIER, O, M. [., was born in the Depnriment of 
La Sarthe, France, on August 29, 1826. He made his studies 
for the Priesthood at the seminaries of the Diocese of Le Mans, 

and his religious vows on the 20th of May, 1851, and was orduined 
Priest on February 15, 1852, by Mgr. J. C. EB. de Mazenod, Bishop of 
Marseilles, the saintly fonder of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 

Rev. Father Olivier was one of the band of Oblate Priests who left 
France for the ‘Texus Missions in 1852, as mentioned in the preceding 
sketcli of the Rev. P. F. Parisot. After his arrival in Texas, Rev. 
Father Olivier was stationed at Browusville for some years; later, at 
Vietaria, Mexico, for a year (1862); then he became parish Priest of 
Matamoras, Mexico, for two years, and in 1867 he was returned to 
Brownsville, from which place he was afterwards sent tou Eagle Pass, 
where he is stationed at present as parish Priest. 

Like all those persons who were in Southwest Texas in the *50s and 
60s, Rev. Father Olivier witnessed and experienced many stirring 
events. At one time——just after the overthrow of Maximillian—he and 
three other Oblate Priests of Matamoras were imprisoned by the Mexi- 
cans, upon the ground that they were Frenchmen, and, therefore, mon- 
archists, and must be gotten rid of. They were imprisoned by Gen. 
Garzz, under orders of Gen. Carvajal, Governor of ‘Tamaulipas. 

A brother Priest from Browusyille, however, succeeded in releasing 
them, but not until he had threatened to appeal to United States author- 
ities in their behalf, if they were detained longer in juil. After their 
release was obtained, and all were safely ludged on Texas soil, they 
experienced 2 warmer love and a higher regard for their adopted ‘‘Unele 
San.” and the ‘* red, white and blue.” 
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in France before the revolution of the year 1792- Its Convents then 
met the sauue fate as all religious houses. 

After the storm had subsided severnl of the Convents of the 
Incarnate Word were restored, and in particnlar that of Lyons in 1832 
by Rev. Mother Angelique, of the Incarnation, in concert with Rev. 
Abbé Galtier. 

In 1866 the Rt. Rev. C. M: Dubuis, Bishop of Galveston, Tex:s, 
went to France in search of religious who would «devote themselves to 
the alleviation of physical and moral misery inhisvast Diocese. His 
efforts at first met with no success, and the Venerable Prelate was filled 
with sarrow. He had assured the non-Catholics of his Diocese that he 
would find in a Catholic country religious women who would exile them- 
selves in order to bring succor to their sick and orphans, and he shrank 
fromm returning to Texus to acknowledge a failure. In his distress he had 
recourse to Rey. Mother Angelique, who had already sent two colonies 
of ber cloistered relivious to Texas, and who would, he felt confident, 
sympatliize with his grief. His letter bespeaks the ardor of a devoted 
Prelate and the ze! of a noble missionary : 


Veray Rev. Morger: 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, suffering in the persons of a multitude of 
the sick and the infirm of every kind, seeks relief at your hands. 
Alrendy He has commissioned your Community to exercise spiritual 
works of mercy in our vast Diocese ; to-day He begs you to accept the 
mission of corporal works of mercy by sending hospital Sisters of thie 
Incarnate Word to take charge of our hospitals, refuges and asylums.. 
We heseech you then to form, according to the rules of the Order of 
the Incarnate Word, the subjects whom we send to you by permission 
of His Eminence und with the approval of the Rev. Director. It is a 
favor which the Incarnate Word requests of His daughters through 
His poor servant. Your devoted friend, 

C. M. Dusuts. 
Bishop of Galveston. 
GRAND Seminary OF Lyons, SEPT. 21, 1866. 


The response to this letter was the admission into the Monastery of 
Lyons of three subjects, who were to form the nucleus of the new 
Congregation, that they might be trained in the spivit of the Inearnate 
- Word. 

These privileged souls were Sisters M. Blandine of Jesus, Joseph 
of Jesus and Mary Ange, who received the Holy Habit on Septeniber 
23, 1866, and embarked two days afterwards for theiv distant mission, 
taking with them as guides the Rules and Constitutions of the Order of 
the Incarnate Word. 
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Beeville. 


‘THE COUNTY Seat of Bee county, has upwards of 2500 inhabit- 
i ants; ison the San Antonio & Aransas Pass and Gulf, West Texas 
& Pacific railroads, the latter being a branch of the Southern 
Pacitic. It is 34 miles south of San Antonio and 56 miles north of 
Corpus Christi. It is the largest town in Southwest Texas, being a sup- 
ply point for a vast region of country. It does the banking business 
for the entire country, there being no other banks in the county. The 
city has a hustling business look; having a number of handsome store 
buildings. The merchants are prosperous and have just passed through 
u remarkably busy serson. The city has two banks, an opera house, 
three newspapers, water works, un electric light plant, cotton gins; good 
hotels. the leacling one being first-class, a public school system, well con- 
ducted: Catholic, Baptist and Methodist churches with large congrega- 
tions. It is situated in the heart of a productive country. 

This county was numed in honor of General Bernard I. Bee; was 
created December 8, 1857, from Golind. Refugio and San Patrico coun- 
ties; it is one of the first tier of counties above those bordering on the 
Gulf of Mexico, the south boundary line being about thirty miles north- 
west of the port of Corpus Christi, and about the same distance from 
the prospective deep water harbor at Aransas Puss. The general surface 
of the country is rolling prairie, covered with a luxuriant growth of 
grass. The Blanco creek forms the eastern boundary, by which, with 
the Medio and Aransas creeks, it is watered. 

Water is obtained from dug wells 25 to 50 feet deep, but these 
furnish only a limited supply. Wells bored toa depth of 75 to 150 
feet go down to everlusting and inexhaustible fountains of water. The 
price of boring is frou 50e to 75¢ per foot. 

Cotton. the staple crop, the cash product of the soil, yields an aver 
age of one-half bale per acre. The plant matures early and has a fine 
fiber. Corn yields from 20 to30 bushels per acre. All kinds of grasses 
yield enormous crops. There are about thirty varities of native prairie 
grass, which furnish pasturage for cattle the year ronnd. Hay is cut 


from the prairies. Sorghum is the principal forage crop, now coming . — 


into nse for fattening beeves for the market. All kinds of fruit grown 
in tropicel climate do well here. Wheat is not pliunted. Oats are sown 
for gazing purposes only. | 
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They arrived in Galveston towards the latter pnt of the year, and 
were the guests of the Ursuliue Nuns until the spring of 1867, when 
they took possession of the smal! frame structure which had been 
erected to serve us a hospital. Here the Sisters were at once put to the 
test of their sublitue vocation, as the yellow fever hud begun to spread 
its ravages over the Island City. The limited quarters of the Sisters 
were svon crowded with the victinis of the dread malady. In the fervor 


_ of their zeal they ministered to the plague-stricken atthe peril of their 


own lives. Two of the noble three were strnek with the fell disease and 
one Rev. Mother Blandine, the soul of the little Community, was called 
upou to sacrifice her life asa holocaust to the work. The second Sr. 
M. Ange recovered, but her health was entirely shattered and she suhse- 
quently returned to France. The third Sr. Joseph, withstood the stormy 
days and still labors for the glory of the Incarnate Word at St. Mary’s 
Infirmary, Galveston, Texas. 

While the struggling community was as it were, dying in its very 
birth, the Monastery of Lyons had received other recruits for the 
beloved Mission of Texas, which had becoine so dear to the heart of 
Rev. Mother Angelique. In the course of the year, 1867, fonr young 
lndies began their novitiate in the Monastery of Lyons. The utmost 
care was taken to train them in every custom and observance of the 
Order of the Incarnate Word. These were the tirst Novices vested in 
the habit worn to-day by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. 

These four religious were : 

Sv. St. Madeleine of Jesus, the present beloved Superior General of 
the San Antonio Mother House. 

Sr. Mary of Jesus, well known as the heroine of the Texas prairies 
over which she travelled for many years unprotected and with only an 
orphan child as companion to solicit means for thesupport of the home- 
less children of the San Antonio Diocese. 

Sr. Martha, who early passed to her reward from the house at Gal- 
veston. The fourth one not being titted for the life of a Sister of 
Charity joined a Community in New Orleans. The two first received 
the Holy Habit on July 14th and the two others on September 9th, 1867. 
Later in the same year the Habit was given to a fifth subject, an estim- 
able widow, to whom was given the name of Sr. Mary of the Incar- 
nation. Bishop Dulbuis seems to have centered great hopes in this 
religions and destined her to hecome the fouudress of the San Antonio 
house. But the ways of God are notalways ours, for this Sister became 
i helpless member of the Community on the very eve of the departure 
of the Sisters from Galveston to found San Antonio. 

The sad news of the death of Rev. Mother Blandine had already 
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The Franciscans. 


“Nihil habent, omnia posedente.” 


HE WORD Francisean not only appears often in this volume, but 

| it is likewise frequently met with in secular literature and the 

press, not only as regards history, but various topics as well. To 

many it is an enigma, for they do not in the least understand if’s 
meaning. 

Who, then, are Franciscans? Well, Franciscans, properly so-called, 
are persons who belong to one or the other of the three Orders or Insti- 
tutions of St. Francis, of Assisi; in other words, followers or spiritual 
children of St. Francis. 

The * First Order” (founded in 1209), is that of Priests, Mendicant 
Friars, or Monks. This has severn] branches, of which the Friars 
Minor (O. S. F.), the Capuchins (O. Cap.), and Minor Conventuals 
(O. M. C.) are the principal ones. Members of the first order labored 
in Texas, and bnilt tle old Missions that extend from the Gulf of 
Mexico to San Francisco, which city they named in honor of their 
Seraphic founder. St. Antony of Padua, Father Juan Marchena (who 
assisted Columbus in securing the aid of Queen Isabella in the dis- 
covery of iAmerica), Padre Juuipera Serra, of California, and Ven. A. 
Margil were of the first order. 

The Second Order (founded in 1212} is one for women, who are 
knovwn as Poor Clares, and who lead « most austere life of prayer and 
penance. They take their name from St. Clare (Santa Clara), of Assisi, 
the first spiritual daughter of St. Francis. If Sodom and Gomorrha 
had been fortnnate enough to have possessed a Community of Poor 
Clares, the wrath of God would have heen appeased, and they would 
not have been destroyed. The Diocese of San Antonio, in faet all of 
Texas, should rejoice in the recent foundation of 1 Community of them 
at Fort Davis. 

The second order also has several branches, of which the Colletines, 
or tnose of the strict observance, and the Urhbanites, or those of the 
mitigated rule, are the principal ones. With the Poor Clares, every day 
is a fast duy, and their lives are « continual retreat. This order has 
given a wonderful nuniber of Saints to the Chureh. The body of their 
holy foundress may be seen in Assisi in 1 good state of preservation, 
although she died in 1253. Her mother and her two sisters entered her 
Convent, «and all four became canonized Saints. 


Continued on page 170. 
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reached the fervent Novices, but instead of delaying their departure they 
ewnestly requested their Superiors to send them at once to the pest- 
stricken field of their future home. The date of embarkation was fixed 
for Nov. 7th, 1867, on board the Saint Laurent. This noble ship had 
ilready borne many a Missionary to the shores of the New World, and 
on this trip counted mnong her passengers, fifty including Mgr. Odin 
of New Orleuns, Mgr. Dubuis, of Galveston, Priests, seminarians 
and religious for the different religious Comniunities in the Dioceses of 
these two worthy Prelates. The five Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate 
Word landed in Galveston, the 2nd duy of December, 1867, after a 
delay of some days in New Orleans. 

The pestilential odors of the plague-stricken city welcomed this 
second bund of ministering angels, who, after only 1 few hours rest 
from the fatigues of their voyage, began at once to exercise their mis- 
sion of mercy. 

The first Vows were made in Galveston December 25, 1867, and 
three American postulants were admitted in January, 1868. The work 
of the Incarnate Word, though still in its cradle had begun to develope. 
The Sisters had taken charge of the City Hospital, had under their 
protection forty orphins and conducted one Parochial school. 

A third band of Sisters came from the Monastery of Lyons in the 
winter of 1868, accompanied by the Rev. Father Chambodut. These 
were Rev. Mother St. Pierre, the beloved Superior, whom the Sisters 
ot San Antonio mourn. Her companions Srs. Paul, André, Louis, 
John and Franeis. The last four ure still in active service in the Coim- 
munity of Galveston. 

The arrival of this bund of Sisters opened for the Congregation a 
new ern. Galveston was not the only city destined to welcome the hum- 
ble daughters of the Incarnate Word. On the 3Ist of Murch, 1869, a 
colony of three was sent from Galveston to lay the foundation in San 
Antonio of a new centre according to the then existing statutes of the 
Congregation. The chosen ones were Sr. St. Madeleine, Superior, and 
her compsnions, Srs. Sis. Pierre and Agnes. 

Rev. Fr. Anstaett was appointed Superior of the little Community. 

A few days previous to their departure from Galveston, news 
reached the Sisters that the house destined for their reception had been 
completely destroyed by fire. This building stood on the site now ocen- 
pied by St. Joseph's Orphan Asylum, corner of West Commerce and 
Cameron Streets. The accident placed no obstacle in the cdesign of the 
indefatigable Apostle of Texas, Rt. Rev. C. M. Dubuis, who did not 
hesitate to bring his little colony to San Antonio, und he immediately 
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The Third Order (founded in 1221) is for persons living in the © 
world ; both married and single, for men and women. Its object is to 
induce and assist persons to live a more perfect Christian life; to be, 
according to Holy Scriptures, “in the world butnotof it.’ It is called 
the Order of Penance, and its members are called tertiaries. 

His Holiness, Pope Leo XIII, is a most zealous tertiary, and 
desires all Christians to enter the Franciscan family. He wishes fami- 
lies to become Coinmunities and homes to become Convents. He says 
that it is the spirit of St. Francis that will renew the world. 

Among the illustrious members of the Third Order we find St. 
Louis (1X), King of France, St. Elizabeth, Queen of Hungary, 
Christopher Coluinbus, Queen Isabella of Spain, Pope Pius LX, of 
glorious memory, Cardinal Francis Satoili; also many of the acting 
Archbishops and Bishops of the United States. 

There are also those tertiaries (nen and women) who live together 
in communities, known as the *‘ Third Order Regular,” to distinguish 
them from their lay brothers and sisters. The Regulars” teach school, 
conduct ee gee etc., and do all kinds of charitable works. 
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began to rebuild the hospital, sanctifying the work by the labor of his 


W own venerable hands. 


The sisters were hospitably received by the good Ursuline Nuns, 


} with whom they remained six months. During their sojourn there, on 
| August 15, 1869, Rev. Mother St. Pierre pronounced her Perpetual 


Vows in the Ursuline Chapel. 

The Sisters left this peaceful Asylum, where they had received so 
many testimonies of sisterly affection, for the active scene of their 
itbors on the 2lst of October, Feast of St. Ursula, 1869. 

The first patient was received into the Santa Rosa Infilinary on 


¥ November 1, and the Mass of Foundation was celebrated in the humble 


Chapel by Rev. Jas. Anstactt on December 3, Feast of St. Francis 
Xavier. The date of opening, and that of the first Mass, were indeed 


} prophetic of the great field of work and the wide-spread apostolate 


which has developed in the houses of the Congregation. 

Untold of obstacles, sutferings, deprivation of even the necessaries 
of life and persecutions of every description met the courageous little 
band, so much so that it was feared the good work would have to be 
abandoned, for even from those who should have been the greatest help 
came the hardest trials. But the Incarnate Word sustained them in 
every instance, and the work finally triumphed. 

The three first postulants were received in San Antonio in 1870. 
This event decided the question, whether San Antonio should be regarded 
is a Principal House or as depending on that of Galveston. Mer. 
Dubuis was consulted whether he desired the postulants to go to Gal- 
veston to make their Novitiate. His decision was that they should 
remain in San Antonio, make their Novitiate, and he considered in future 
im independent house. 

For about two years there was interchange of subjects between the 
Houses of Galveston and San Antonio, but a3 the Novitiate of the latter 
increased, the Professed Sisters of Galveston returned to their own 
Principal House. Numerous subjects were adinitted of all nationalities, 
ind the once struggling Congregation has grown, thanks to the Incar- 
nate Word, into a great body. 

The Sisters now number nearly 300, and their branch. houses extend 
to various directions of the United States and Mexico. 

The mission of the Sisters embrace« nearly all the works of charity 
and-mercy, such as hospitals, asylums, boarding and day schools, ref- 
uges, homes for the aged, ete. Almost miraculous has been the pro- 
gress of the Congregation which lias had no other revenue save that of 
entire dependence on the Providence of the Incarnate Word, and the 
devotedness of its members. Rev. Mother St. Madeleine and Rev. Mother 
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Rt. Rev. J. C. Neraz. 


SECOND BISHOP OF SAN ANTONIO. 


OHN CLAUDIUS NERAZ was born on the 12th day of January, 
1828, ut Anse in the Depariment of the Rhone, France. Resolving 


BISHOP J. 0. NERAZ. 





to devote himself to the 
Missions, he came to the 


United States in 1852. Be- — 


ing ordained Priest on the 


19th of February, 1853, — 


he was assigned to the 
Mission of Nacogdoches in 


Eastern Texas. which, at 9 
that time, embraced all the — 
northeastern part of the 9 


State as far as the Red 
River. After ten years of 
labor on this arduous field 
he was transferred to Lib- 
erty County in 1864, where 


he remuined ten years. In © 


1866 he was sent to San 
Antonio, but in Septem: 




















ber, 1868, he was removed — 


to Laredo. 


There he completed the @ 
Convent, which had been 9 


commenced long previous 


ly, and erected the present: 


Ohureh with Rev. Father 


Souchon, performing man- 
ual labors, such us hel ping 


the Mexican laborers to @ 
burn the necessary ime, carrying stones in wheelbarrows and doing @ 


sundry work; as day journeymen, masons, carpenters, etc., do. 
In 1873 Father Neraz was re-called to San Antonio to become 


Pastor of the Church of San Fernando. 


Antonio was established the zealous Priest was appointed Vicar General 


Continued on page 74 


When the Diocese of San — 
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St. Pierre must truly be regarded as the pillars of the Congregation in 
Sin Antonio. Rev. Mother Madeleine governed the Community for the 


9 first term of three years. She was succeded by Rev. Mother St. Pierre 


whose eminent qualities of heart and mind fitted her in an admirable 


9 manner for the government of the rising Congregation. Beloved and 
® revered by all. even by non-Catholics, the works which she undertook for 


the glory of the Incarnate Word flourished amid persecutions and difh- 
culties of every nature, and stand to-day as monuinents to her zeal and 
courage. The Congregation suffered an irreparable loss by her decease 


| on December 19, 1891. She was succeeded by Rev. Mother St. Ignatius 


whose delicate health and the weighty government of the Congregation 


® brought her to an early grave, not without her having left «a record of 


grent virtue. 

The interests of the Congregation were again entrusted to the Ven- 
erable and Beloved Superior Rey. Mother St. Madeleine by the General 
Eleetions held in November, 1894. 

After the departure of the Rev. Jos. Anstaett, Rev. J. Dumoulin 


acted as Spiritual Guide to the Congregation for ashort time. He was re- 


placed by the Rev. J. C. Neraz at the very moment when the bitterest 
trials Were at hand for the Sisters. Under his wise and spiritual guidance 
anew impetus seemed to be imparted to the Congregation. Each suc- 
ceeding year united the S:sters more closely to their beloved Father, 
who encouraged them in their labors and urged them by his example to 


the practice of the virtues necessary for their heroic mission. Loved 


as. Father and revered us a Bishop, the Congregation was plunged into 
crief when on: November 15, 1894, he breathed his last, surrounded by 


@ his devoted children. 


Rt. Rev. A. D. Pellicer, first Bishop of Sun Antonio, was a sincere 
benefactor and Father to the Congregation. He did much towards 


| establishing its works on a solid basis; procured for the Sisters Ameri- 


can subjects, thus enabling them to engage largely in the work of edu- 
cation. 

One of the most important of the institutions in charge of the Sis- 
ters in San Antonio isthe Santa Rosa Infirmary. At the foundation in 
1869 the Intirmary was established in the building known now as St. 


§ Joseph’s Orphan Asylum on Military Plaza. 


A plain stone building was erected in 1874 on the present Infirmary 
grounds to serve as xn orphanage, but as the location was deemed more 
desirable for the sick an exchange of buildings was made, and the 
patients were transferred tothat of West Houston Street, which has since 


heen known as the Santa Rosa. Through many years of « struggling 


existence it quietly did its works of mercy and charity, ever experienc- 
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by Bishop Pellicer- On the death of this lamented Prelate he became § 


adininistrator of the Diocese, and having been chosen to succeed him, 
was consecrated Bishop of San Antonio on the 8th of May, 1881. He 
made his first customary visit to the Holy Father Pope Leo XIII in the 
summer of 1853, being accompanied by the Rev. Fr. H. Pefferkorn, 
late Pastor of the St. Joseph’s Church in this city, but now Chaplain of 
the Convent of Our Lady of the Lake. 


In 1884 Bishop Neraz attended the Third Plenary Council of Balti.” 


more and took au active part in all the deliberations of that important 
assemblagve—being aguin accompanied by Father Pefferkon as his theo- 


logian. After the death of Bishop Manucy the Vicar-Apostolic of 9 
Brownsville, Bishop Neraz, in addition to his own duties, attended also 
to the spiritual needs of that Vicariate as Administrator for several 


yenrs and visited its scattered Missions along the Rio Grande, amid the 


greatest hardships. We have seen him retire at midnight after a hard _ 


days work to rest on a cowhide ov a hard board, after indulging in 4 
cup of a kind of stirabout or u tortilla with a piece of string meat. 


It was however, during the terrible cholera epidemic in 1866 inSan 7 


Antonio, and the several subsequeit small pox visitations, that the un- 
tiring self-sacrifice of the deceased shone out most brilliantly; and even 


afterwards as Bishop, he frequently visited the patients at the pest- house, 


rather than risk the lives of his Priests. 
His record, as Missionary Priest, Vicar-General, Administrator, and 
Bishop forms no inconsiderable part of the history of the establishment 


and progress of the Church in Texas. Having shared her early trials 
and vicissitudes he was happily spared to witness some of her triumphs, © 


and to see himself surrounded in the declining years of his life, notonly 


by the most substantial monuments of his zeal, but also by many 7 


proofs of the devoted atlection of his people, the clergy as well a3 9 


the laity. He enjoyed the respect und esteem of his fullow-citizens of 
every creed in an eminent <(legree, und none knew him, but to reverence 


and to love him. He peacefully passed away at 3:40 p. m., on Thins: ~ 


day, November 15, 1894. 
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ne @ ing the beautiful protection of the Incarnate Word in the development 











@ of the institution. The labors of the Sisters were duly appreciated by 
all the leading physicians of San Antonio, especially by Dr. Cupples, 


of happy memory who was for many years a friend and helper to the 


hospital; also the esteemed and eminent Dr. Fr. Hertf, who has aided 


the institution, not only by the patronage which his skill as a surgeon 
hus gained for it, but moreover by his paternal care and advice. As 


long as Santa Rosa exists the memory of Drs. Cupplesand Herff will be 


cherished as friends, futhers and benefactors. 

The first building of the Santa Rosa was erected under the auspices 
of the Very Rev. E. M. Buffard, by Mr. Theodore Engelhardt, and bless- 
ed on the feast of St. Denis, October 9th, 1874. It contained two general 
Wards; a very small chapel, and the Sisters had their apartments in the 
gurret. A few years later the upper ward was divided into private 
rooms, ind other improvements made. 

In 188+ 2 three-story stone structure was erected adjoining the old 


} house. This provided thrce general wards, an operating room on the 
first floor, on the second floor private apartments for the patients, and 
| the third was reserved for the Sisters. 


In 1894 a plan was adopted to erect another three-story building on 
the east side. The first and second stories were completed that year, 
and the third in 1896. This addition contains two clegant general wards, 
dining room, the main kitchen, and pantries on first floor. 

On the second floor the private rooms are fitted up with every com- 
fort, and the pleasant reading and dining apartments. make it very 
desirable. The haudsome and thoroughly equipped operating room is | 


¥ on that floor; also the rooms, reading and dining apartments, reserved 


for surgical cases. 
In 1897 the old building first erected was torn down, and the west 


| end addition now replaces it. Its apartments comprise the reception 


yooins, Main office, doctors office, pharmacies, on the tirst floor. The 
rooms for the sick occupy the second and third floors. 

The buildings having been erected at different times, there was 
some difficulty found in arranging them into one solid building. The 
skillful plans of Mr. James Wahrenberger solved the problem. 

As shown in the cut, the building of the Santa Rosa proper, inelud- 
ing the kitchen extension, is 309 feet front and fifty-two feet wide. 

The upper stories are reached by an electric elevator, and gas and 
electric light is furnished throughout. 

The Infirmary can accommodate 250 patients. Its records show 
that the average number of patients treated during the year is 2,060. 
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\ Seguin. } : 
q 

EGUIN is a town of three Ilhousand inhabitants, the county seat of Jb 
Guadalupe County, ou the main line of the Southern Pacitie yyil- 9 


road. While it is said to be on the railroad, still it stands about \ 
one mile south, and is connected by a street raihvay, owned and eon | 
ducted by local capital. Its being off the road has marked many a J \ 
hardship to its growth. The town is well laid out and substantially 9 ii 


built, having some handsome store huildings and residences. The town J 
is quite an old place, but has had a steady and substantial growth. It 9 
has a quaint but rather attractive court house, 1 waterworks system, an — 
electric light plant, a bottling factory, a pressed-brick yard, a couple of 9 
grist mills and a number of cotton gins, a bank, two first class hotels, 

an opera house, etc. Its business men are principally Germans, and J 
while they may be considered conservative, are extremely successful. | 

Seguin has a first-class system of public schools nbly conducted and 
well nttended. All religions denominations are represented by attractive 
Church buildings. Four newspapers supply the news, and seem to be — | 
doing very well indeed. 

Seguin is the market place for most of Guadalupe County and a 
portion of Caldwell County. The Jand in Guadalupe County is rather 
a rich sandy loam, but is plentifully interspaced with the black waxy 
soil, which has the name of being the most productive soil known to the 
agriculturalisis. Corn and cotton are the principal products, cotton 
being the main crop, as corn is not 60 sure a crop. Fruits grow to 
perfection, while all garden truck is at home here. ‘The climate |s 
especially salubrious, this being 2 haven for those with all pulmonary 
troubles. The Guadalupe River tlows diagonally throug: the county, 
affording a tine water supply for tlie city. | 








MICHAEL CARTY, 5 


NEW AND SECOND HAND FURNITURE, STOVES, 


HARDWARE, TOOLS, IMPLEMENTS, 
HARNESS, SADDLERY, ETC. 


No. 205 North Flores Street, San Antonio, Texas. 
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The success of the eminent surgeons and physicians, who patronize the 
Infirmary has won for the Santa Rosa a wide-spread reputation. 

St. Joseph’s Orphan Asylum for girls and St. John’s for boys are 
also the property of the Sisters. 

As said before, St. Joseph’s was formerly the Santa Rosa, but 
became the home of the orphan girls in 1874. 

The original building is of stone with a fronting ninety feet on 
Military Plaza, with a depth of 122 feet. 

A two-story brick building, for class and sewing rooms and laundry, 
was erected in 1886, and a third story wus added to the main building 
in {887. 
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INCARNATE WORD SCHOOL, SAN ANTONIO. 


One hundred orphan girls. from the cradle to womanhood, are 
‘ared for in the Institution, and supported entirely on the donations 
made by the generous public throughout the Diocese of San Antonio. 

St. John’s Orphan Asylum for boys is located on tle corner of West 
Houston and San Saba Streets. and is a handsome brick building of four 
stories nnd a basement. It shelters ninety-five orphan boys. The building 
was named in honor of our late Bishop Neraz, whose paternal heart was 
ways with the orphaned children of his flock. Within its walls, in 
the apartments reserved for his Lordship, his magnanimous soul went 
to nieet its Creator. 

The citizeus of San: Antonio largely contributed to the erection of 
this Institution; and in every need have proved themselves the friends 
and benefactors of the orphans. 
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Eagle Lake. 


AGLE LAKE was established in 1856, but never amounted to much 
until the Southern Pacifie built through it. Now it has about 1200 
inhabitants, and in addition to the Southern Pacific, if has the 

Aransas Pass Railroad.  I[¢ is fifteen miles from Columbus, the county 
seat. The country about is given over to farming, but back of town a 
few miles, are some of the finest sugar plantations in Texas. It is a 
natural dist:ibuting point for a large section of country. 
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A. Pancoast’s Sons 


Ready-Made Clothing, Gents’ Furnishing Goods 


Fine SHOES, HATS, Cars, Ere. 


136 and 138 \ 
W. Commerce St. San Antonio, Tex. 





ESTABLISHED [857. 


Sell Suits from %.00 up. Sell Pants from #1.60 up. 
Sell Shoes from #1 50up. Sel! Shirts from We up. 


SELLS DNDERWEAR FROM 50c UP. 
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PROPRIETOR OF 


THE STAR LIVERY AND BOARDING STABLES. 


HIACKIKXS TO ORDER. 


» 


Best Livery Turnouts Always on Hand. Saddle and Driving Horses for Sale. 
Fally Guranteed as Represented. 


Teiephone No. 2. 5LS ST. MARY’S ST, 











Are You a Friend of Labor?e 


If so, get the Encyclical of Pope Leo XII. on ‘‘ Labor,” and, not 
only read it, but study it, until you understand its value. After that, 
do what you can to propagate the wisdom if contains. 
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The Inearnute Word School was first opened in a rented house on 


. Avenue D, in 1893. The number of pupils increasing, the Sisters erecte: 


a (wo-story brick building on the corner of Crosby and Willow Streets. 
int very snlubrious and advantageous position. The pupils number 
two hundred, and the comnrse of studies is thorough. It affords exce!- 
lent alvantages for the study of the urts, music and foreign languages. 

The Institutions of the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word. 
have power to grant diplomas. 

An other work of charity to which the congregation has devoted 
itself is St. Francis’ Home for the aged. 

A temporary building 40 feet by 74 was erected in 1895 on South 
Flores Street. ‘The grounds are spacious covering over 12 acves, and it 
is hoped that a more ainple building will soon be constructed to meet the 
many applications made to the liome. 

In this Diocese the Sisters direct academies at Seguin, Eagle Puss 
ind San Angelo, schools at Panna Maria, Czestahown, Pulaski, St. 
Ann, Meyersville, Yorktown, St. Hedwig, Boerne. 

In the Brownsville Diocese schools at Rio Grande and Roma. 

In Dallas Diocese an Academy at Tyler. 

A private Infirmary at Fort Worth. hospitals at Marshall and Tyler. 

Galveston Diocese; hospital ut Palestine. Hospitals in St. Louis, 
Sedalia and Kansas City, Mo. 

Academies at Monterey, Saltillo, Lampasas and Liniures, Mexico, 
und a home for the aged at Monterey, Mexico. 


CHAPTER XX. 
ST. MICHAEL'S CHUROH, SAN ANTONIO. 


St. Michael's Parish was organized in the year 1866. The Rey. 
Vincent Barzinski, now a resident of Chicago, IIl., was the first pastor. 
He came directly from Rome to San Antonio at the solicitation of the 
lute Bishop Dubuis. 

Immediately on his arrival he gathered his tlock and it was in the 


Church of San Fernando that special services were held for the Polish 


Catholics of San Antonio. About» month later they rented the largest 
room in Mr. Emanuel Rzeppa’s building, situated on the corner of 
Matagorda and Soledad streets, which till then had served as a store and 
bakery. Here they worshipped during the year 1866 und on the 6th 
day of January, 1867, the present Church on the South side of South 
sireet was blessed by the Rev. Adolph Bacanowski, assisted by the 
Rev. Vincent Barzinski and Felix Zwiardowski. The congregation bad 
bought four lots from the late Mr. E. A. Florian at $200 each. 
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Gonzales. 


ONZALES is an incorporated city of about 3,000 inhabitants. It is 
( situated in the geographical center of Gonzales County and is the 

County Seat. 

Gonzales is an old town with an established trade, but of late years 
it hus taken on a spurt in a building way, with the result that a person 
stopping there after an absence of x couple of years would hardly know 
the place. Gonzales owes lier prosperity to the unusually fine quality of 
lund in the county, which, in the main, is a sandy loam, but in the valley 


and along the creek banks is found the famous black waxy land. The 


agricultural lauds are occupied by a class of thrifty farmers that market 
their products in Gonz:iles. Corn, cotton, onts, millet, sweet and Irish 
potatoes and fruits grow ubundantly and find a ready market there. 
About one-third of the country is prairie. The timber found consists of 
walnut, hickory, pecan, elm, «ash, cottonwood, and various kinds 
of oak. 

A $75,000 court house has lately been completed. A water works 
system getting its supply from the Guad:lupe river. An electric hght 
plant furnishes a first class light, for both the city and residences. An 
ice factory with all Jatest machinery. The lurgest and finest gin in the 
county with electric lights is kept busy. A planing mill, grist mill, two 
hanks, and a brick and tile company, the pride of the city are among 
the enterprises here. 

Gonzales has two railroads, the Southern Pacific «nd Arausas Pass, 
but they are both branch roads, the Southern Pacitie being a braneh 
from Harwood, twelve miles distant, and the Aransas Pnss being the 
Leckhart branch. The M. K. & T. railroad is purely deep water con- 
nection. Rockport, Goliad, Cuero, Gonzales and Smithville talked of 
interesting the Katy to build through those towns, starting from 
Smithville. but the bard times and election caused it all to end in talk, 
but it will be revived before many months, and next time it will go 
through. 

History tells us that Maj. Jas. Kerr, a surveyor, wlio settled at 
Gonzales, was the first American settler (who was the head of a family) 
west of the Colorado River, July 1825. He planted a crop in 1826. 

Gonzales, in the opinion of Gen. Sam Houston (in 1835) was the 
** most inportunt key to Texas.” It certainly wus one of the centers 
of war. It was her people that defeated the impertinent, Mexican 
General, Castinado, with his 150 dragoons October 22, 1835. 

Some writers have styled Gonzales the ‘t Lexington of Texas.” 
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The corner stone was laid in the Northwest corner of the building 
aud is below the superstructure and cannot be seen above the ground. 

The money for the purchase of the lots and for the builcing of the 
Church was raised by assessing the families which were divided into 
three classes according to the means of each. The first class was assessed 
$150.00 each family; the second $110.00; the third $80.00. There were 
about fifty fumilies in the congregation and they realized almost $7000. 
This sum was sufficient to pay for the lots and the building in its rough 
stale. 

Father Y. Barzinski remained with the congregation for about two 
yeurs when he was succeeded by his brother, the Rev. Joseph Barzinski, 
after whom came at different times the Rev. Henrik Cibodski; Stanislaus 
Woicuchowski who died in this city; Wociech Peltazar, Louis Dab- 
rowski, Stanislaus Wolynkiewich, Roch Skrohecski, Bernard Smilewski, 
the Rev. Mozyjewski; and again the Rev. Louis Dabrowski, the present 
and resident Pastor. At times, also up to tle first days of the present 
year, the Rey. Fathers Beyrer, Spenner, Frische, B. M., from St. Mary’s 
College, attended to the spiritual wants of the Polish congregation. 

There were two altempts made to have Parochial schools, but with- 
out success, Owing to the lack of pupils from whom to derive the 
nevessary revenue for current expenses. 

In erecting the Church the Rev. V. Barziuski had executed the 
simple sketch of a temporary building, with the intention of couverting 
it into a school, when later un a more substantial edifice for religious 
purposes could be raised on the corner of Indianola and South streets. 
But the increase iu population has never warranted such a step, for 
there are about forty-three heads of families on the roll who contribute 
to the support of the Pastor and Chureh. 

The altars were designed by the late Rev. Stanislaus Worciuhowski 
and built during his pastornte. The Rev. Roch Skrobecski put an 
addition to the Church to serve for kitchen and dining room purposes. 
fhe tower and fence are the latest improvemen!s made and put there by 
the Rev. Fr. Mozyjewski, Messrs. Bowen and Guenslen being the archi- 
tects and Mr. Jobn C. Dielman, the builder. 

The societies directly conneeted with the Church are the Society of 
the Holy Rosary for the men and another of the same for the women, 
St. Stephen’s Singing Society, the Sodality of Mary for boys and St. 
Vincent de Pan! Society. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
THE CONGREGATION OF DIVINE PROVIDENOE, SAN ANTONIO. 


The Congregation of the Sisters of Divine Providence, founded 
about the middle of the eighteenth century (1750) by a pious and zealous 
ecclesiastic, Abbé Moye, established itself in America in the year 1868, 
under the benign auspices of the beloved and saintly Bishop Dubuis. 

After having appealed to different religious communities of France 
to xid him in jiis arduous missionary work in the wilds of Texas, two 
noble volunteers of the Congregation of Divine Providence of St. Jean 
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CONVENT OF OUR LADY OF THE LAKE. 


de Bassel, viz: Sr. St. Andrew and Sr. Mary Alphonse, with the sanc- 
tion of their superiors, promptly responded to his Lordship’s call and 
generously gave their talents and services for the salvation of souls. 

Austin, the capital of the State, was chosen by him to be the place 
where a nucleus of the new Sisterhood should be formed but not such 
were the workings of God’s all-directing Providence. Not in the midst 
of 1 populous city, but in the solitude of a village, amongst the poor 
and lowly, shall the daughters of Father Moye, destitute of coveted 
wealth and fortune, be formed for their work. 

Troubles and hardships were the mediums employed by an All-wise 
Providence to transplant the germ of the new Congregation to Castro- 
ville, Texas. 
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Cuero 


AS FOUNDED by Colonel! John ©. French and Hon. Gustay 
Schleicher, and their associites, who, thus jointly, pur- 
chased the J. A. Valdez y Gonzules league, paying $10,320 for 

4.428 acres. ‘The town site was located near the northeast corner of 
this tract aud was laid out one mile square. Mr. Schleicher was a eivil 
engineer of lurge experieice, and to his skill is due the beautiful plan of 
the city. The location and development of the town was the natural 
result of the completion of the Gulf, Western Texas and Pucifie Railroad 
from Victoria in 1872. It is located in the valley of the Guadalupe 
River, at the junction of the Southern Pacific and San Antonio and 
Aransas Puss Railways, near the center of DeWitt County. It is 103 
miles southeast from: San Antonio, and 133 west of Houston. If isa 
modern progressive city, with an established present and a certainfuture, 
It supplies the farmers and merchants of a large adjacent territory. 
Two cxtensive merclhiaudise houses biave a large wholesale bnsiness 
extending to every portion of Southwest Texas. One of the largest 
cotton seed oi! mills in the State, having a capacity of eighty tons a day, 
is in full operation, and a cotton factory, with fifteen hundred spindles, 
costing $50,000, producing the coarser grades of cotton goods, and tliree 
of the largest cotton gins in the State, supplied with the latest improved 
machinery, with « daily output of 300 bales.. Machine shops of large 
capacity; :m ice factory that has a lurge storage department in connec- 
tion, and 2 natatoriuin witli a Jarge swimming pool; one broom factory, 
two bottling works, a cigar factory, » planing mill and cistern factory; 
an electric light plant, waterworks, three banks and two good hotels, an 
opera house, ete., are among its advantages. It has a fine graded school 
system, and a high school building costing $20,000, and several private 
schools of high merit. Eight churches rear their spires heavenward as 
an evidence of her Christian enlightenment. 

DeWitt County is in the south central portion of Texas. It has an 
area of 918 square miles, or 587,520 acres, and is about 200 feet above 
the level of the sea. The Gnadalupe-River enters the county on the north, 
flows directly througli the center,and its valleyis rich and fertile. Tle soil 
is a rich sandy lonm and is adapted to the growing of fruits, vegetables 
and grains of all kinds. Fine land, suitsble for farming or fruit growing 
can be had at reasonable prices. It is in tlie famous ‘‘Cotton Belt” of 
Texas, anc the Heecy staple is the principle crop, this county furnishing 
the first bate for many years. Tlie crop averages about tlirce-fourths of 
a bale to the acre. Corn is an important crop, and ots yield as high as 
100 bushels to the acre: 
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The good religious underwent cheerfully privatious of every de- 
scription. Besides, was not the example of their revered founder 
inducement enough? ‘‘Confide in Providence” was his oft? repeated 
witchword. Their contidence was immediately rewarded: the Priest's 
residence was converted into a Convent, und iu October, 1868, the first 
school was opened. Postulants were received gradually, and this enabled 
the Superioress to establish new schools. It was not possible, however, 
to respond to ali the pressing entreaties made to have religious teachers, 
as the fields were large and fertile, but the laborers were too few. 
Accordingly, in 1878, the Superior hiad to turn her attention to the 
Mother House at St. Jean de Bassel. The good Mother General 
responded to the call and sent eight professed Sisters—self-sacrificing 
souls—to tid in implanting in the hearts of the young religious the true 
spirit of their Venerable Founder. 

Other colonies were also received in the vears 1880, 1882, 1883, 
1886, 1891. Prior to the year 1883 the bhrauch at Castroville was 
dependent on the Mother House of St. Jenn de Bassel, but the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Neraz, in his great interest for the daugliters of Divine Provi- 
dence, visited in Europe the same year, and after securing «n andience 
with the Venerable Superiors of St. Jeau de Buassel, succeede! in con- 
verting the branch at Caxtroyille into au independent Congregation. 
Sr. St. Andrew was Superior of the Congregation until the year 1886, 
when the direction of the Convent and schools was intrusted to the 
preseut Rev. Mother Mary Florence, eminently fitted by natural and 
spiritual gifts to carry on to 2 successful issue the all important work 
before her. Under her wise and strong government the Congregation 
has increased a hundred-fold. 

The house at Castroville heing found inadequate to meet the require- 
ments of a flourishing congregation, by the authorization of the late 
Right Rev. Bishop J. C. Neraz of grateful memory, the Mother Honse 
of the Sisters of Divine Providence was transferred to San Antonio, 
which was considered a nore suitable loeition for the accommodation of 
the growing community. 

The erection of the new institution began on August Ist, 1895, and 
il the Space of ten months a third part of the building planned was 
completed, thus affording accommodation to about two hundred 
members. 


The educational institution connected with the Convent is situ. 
uted on the edge of a tranquil lale, connnanding an extensive 
view of the Alamo City. It is provided with the best modern 
improvements. The boarding pupils may enjoy home-like comforts and 
conveniences while the surroundiugs tend to promote health and happi- 
ness as well as intellectual culture and refinement. 














Origin of the Different Schools 


OF THE 


Congregation of Divine Providence 


IN TEXAS AND LOUISIANA. 
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ST. HENKY’S SCHOOL. 


Castroville, T'exas......... ...... 1868 
Fredericksburg. Texas ........... 1870 
is EP aed Ye ee ae eee 1870 
New Braunfels, Texas ........... 1871 
Frelsbury. Texas. .........--.05- 187i 
Distovya let S08 x88 vo ed tree ole 1872 
San Antonio, ‘Texas (St. Josepli’s. 

116 Bonham Street) .......... i8T4 
Galveston. Texas............ 18TH 
Bernario. Texas. ..:.........005. 1877 
Elliiger, (lexis. cmes mace ed's oleae 1878 
EXCH), Gh Oxtin oe at bee Sac. 1880 
St. Joseph’s (near Schuleaburg, 

ai Ce EE gee ee Pee 1881 
St. John’s (near Schulenburg, Tex.) 1881 
Palestine, Texas ................. 1888 
DOD BLOX ES: lag ase gl ea 1884 
Columbus. Texas................. 1885 
Clackevilles Texnet.43 creeds 1s 1886 
Alexandria, Louisiana............ 1887 


Natchitoches, Louisiana..-....... 


Pineville, Louistann..., 1888 
Temple Texus. is... 11. .22. 90 eee 1888 
Isle Brevelle. Lonisinuiua .......... 1889 
Clontierville, Lowisinna.......... 1889 
Martinsville, Texas .............. 1840 
Jefferson, Texus .2..;...... Je 1891 
San Antonio, Texas (St. Henry’s, 
1709 South Fiores $treet}..... 1898 
Pilot. Point? Texas*°*" 07 eee 1893 
Moulton, Texas... 2s oon sc. wee 1894 
Lncdustry. ‘lexas.,.°..: 4. Sewn 1894 
Gainsville. Texas................. 1895 
Denton, Texas .....«.-a. 520m $895 
Longview. Louisiana............. 1805 
GCamerutry. Je@xas... «a -..8.. cee 1896 
Cleburne. Texas ......... » ptherrcaale 1886 
Beeville, Texas... .22.....e0d eee 1806, 
Pratia, Texas... oo...) oe ols Le 1896 


Mother House, removed fron Cas- 
troville to San Antonio, Acad- 
amy ‘Our Lady of the Lake’ 1856 

Cuero, 'Texns...<.....:s..¥es Cee 1807 
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Chartered under the title of the ‘‘ Academy of aur Lady of the 
Lake,”’ it is entitled to confer degrees and grant diplomas. ‘The gradu- 
ate who leaves its portals is prepared for the highest responsibilities of 
life. To this community was awarded a diploma and medal of Excel- 
lence at the ** World’s Fair” Catholic Educational Exhibit for the neatly 
executed work, including Art, Religion and Science, presented by twenty- 
nine institutions, nine academics and twenty-nine parochial schools. 

Houses of the Order are distributed amongst the different Parishes 
in the Dioceses of San Antonio, Galveston, Brownsville, Dallas and 
Nateltitoches, nuinbering in all about forty schools, and the number of 
pupils amounts to £100, 


CHAPTER XXII. 
THE CHUROH AT YORKTOWN. 


Yorktown was established about forty-five years ago by a few Ger- 
man finilies who had come from vYarions parts of the State to better 
their condition. They were soon joined by several Polish families. In 
their zeal for their religion they collected enough funds to erect a small 
house in which services were held. But it was deemed necessary to pro- 
vide greater accommodation for the increasing Catholic community and 
u larger church was built. This was in 1886. When the present rector 
the Rev. Thos. J. Moczygemba took charge of the Parish abont one 
year ago, it was found that the church was still inadequate to the number 
of worshippers who assembled in it every Sunday. Besides, it needed 
many repairs, aud was poorly supplied with sacred vestments Forty 
feet were added to it, making it a building 90 feet long. The Rev. 
Pastor saw himself surrounded by a flock composed of abont 100 Polish 
families; thirty or forty Bohemian, and « few German, American and 
Mexican families, all urxious to second him in his endeavors to improve 
the Parish in every way. The old main altar was repliced by one of 
wove becoming appearance; statues, a chalice, etc., were contributed by 
some of the richer inhabitants. The goorl people also provided a neat 
residenee for their Pastor. Moreover, they are taking steps towards 
erecting a new scliool house and of Iasrger dimensions thin the present 
one. This prosperous condition of education wus inaugurated on 
September 14th, 1896, when the Sisters of the Incarnate Word opened 
their school. The putronal feast of the Church is the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin, September 8th. 
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Yorktown 


S THE cldest town in DeWitt County. Was founded in the 40s 

| by German immigrants, who settled in that section on account of 

the natural beauty of the surroundings, together with the wonder- 

ful richness of the soil. They and their descendants are the inhabuit- 

ants of Yorktown.- It is on the San Antonio and Aransas Puss Rail- 

road, eighty-seven miles east of San Antonio, sixteen miles west of 
Cuero, the county seat. 

Within the last few years a colony of Polanders settled in and about 
Yorktown. The soil about the town is the rich sandy loum so productive 
that a crop fuilure is uuknown. The merchants ure Germans and Poles, 
substantial, progressive business meu, a failure being unheard of. 

Its trade is not only from its immediate section, but Gonzales, 
Karnes aud Goliad counties are largely supplied from Yorktown, as it is 
so advantugeously situated, lying as it does in the corner of DeWitt 
County, where the four counties join. The Poles are Catholic and have 
a nice chureh and school building, while the Germans are principally 
Lutherans and also have a substantial church. 

Her people are unusually hospitable and treat all strangers with the 
utmost cart ality: 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 
ST. JOSEPH’S CILURCH, SAN ANTONIO. 


The German Catholics of San Antonio had worshipped {in St. 
Mary’s Chureh since its erection while being ministered to by German- 
speaking Priests, among whom figured the Rev. P. Tarrillion, tho Rev. 
Fathers Leopold Moczygemba, Amandus, Hergeuroether, Greyenbuhl, 
and Anstaett. 

St. Joseph’s Chureh, situated ou 
East Commerce Street and the 
corner of St. Joseph’s Street, was 
built priucipally by the Rt. Rev. J. 
M. Dubuis, Bishop of Galveston, 
who was ably aided in this work by 
Fathers Greyenbuhl und Anstaett. 
The money necessary for its erec- 
tion oame partly through subscrip- 
tion and partly from the ‘‘ Propa- 
gation of the Faith.” The Church, 
whose walls and roof had been fin- 
ished about the year 1871, was 
blessed by Bishop Dubuis and 
Rev. Father Andres was at once 
assigued to the new parish. Com- 
mon canvas was used in the win- 
dow-openiugs until fhe present 
windows were put in by Fathers 
Andres and Feltin. 

When Bishop Pellicer took charge of the Diocese of San Antonio, 
he removed Father Andres from St. Joseph’s Church and appointed 
Father H. Petferkorn as his successor. The latter, however, remained 
only about six months. During his short stay the present choir-loft was 
built und a few more windows were put in the Church. 

The Rev. Nic. Feltin succeeded him in 1873 and remained 
Pastor of St. Joseph’s Church about three years and a half, until 
November, 1878, when death eulled him to his reward. This Father 
had a great many difficulties to overcome and consequently could not 
much advance the material condition of the Church. He had, however, 
the present pulpit built and purchased two bells, one of them weighiug 
1,500 pounds and the other about 700. There was, besides these two 











190 SKETCHES AND SELECTIONS. 


Refugio, 

HE county seat of Refugio County, is on the north bank of the 
Mission River. It was first settled in 1791 by the Franciscan 
Missionaries from Spain, who came to civilize and convert the 

Tonkeway Indians, who at that time were the principal tribe inhabiting 


this coast country. Eight years afterwards the founders with all con 9 


ver'ts were taken prisoners to Spxin by order of the King. Nothing of 
importance is recorded from 
that time until 1834, when 
the Mexican Government, 

which had gained its inde- 
- pendence in 1821, began to 
colonize this portion of the 
territory. It was then thet 
_ the old mission was made a 
municipality and laid out asa 
town. Jn 1836 the hattle be- 
tween the Mexican General 
Urrea, with a large force, and 


) le 








OLD MISSION AT REFUGIO. 


ninety rangers, took _plice. 
King’s men fortified themselves in the old Mission building, and for 
several days held the Mexicans at bay; finally, however, being starved 
out they surrendered under the promise of being treated as prisoners of 
war; but they were marched owt and murdered. A _ beautiful shaft 
stands on a handsome platof ground in the heaitof thecity, in memory 
of these heloved beroes. Refugio has about 600 inhabitants, al! of 
whom vie with each other in showing hospitality to strangers. The 
town is named in honor of Our Lady of Refuge, and is settled princi- 
pally by the decendents of Irishmen, who colonized this section at an 
eurly day. Prominently :mong them was Col, Jos. Powers, whose de- 
cendents still reside here. The city is thoroughly cut off from railroad 
connection, but stands ready at xny time to give substantial aid to uny 
railway compmny that will connect it by rail with the outside world. 
* eles ¥ * = * % + 
It is stated that Refugio was the Inst Mission established in Texas 
by the Franciscans. Bancroft gives thisnote: ‘‘ Refugio is a Mission 
founded in 1791, sonth of LaBahia, and near the coast. It had sixty- 
seven Indians in 1783.” 


“~ « 


Cuptain Aaron B. King, with 9 
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pells, a smaller one, which belonged to the First Mission, and was 
returned to the same some yeirs afterwards. 

Father Feltin also obtained from the City of San Antonio what is 
known now as the old German Catholic cemetery; had the same cleared 
of bushes and fenced in. Jt was in his time that Mr. John Wolf 


donated the large crucifix that now adorns that cemetery. Father 
'Feltin’s demise was lamented by many friends, and his fuueral was one 


of the largest ever held in San Antonio. 

After the death of Father Feltin, the Rev. H. Pefferkorn wus 
re-culled from High Hill to sueceed him. On his assumiug the acdmin- 
istration of the Parish he found a debt of abont $7,000, on which inter- 
est as high as 12 per cent had to be paid. ‘The first thing he did to 
reduce this heavy debt was to ind money at lower rates of interest, anc 
he succeeded by degrees not only in procuring money at much lower 
interest, but also in reducing the debt itself. 

To obtain the Jatter result he took up subscriptions, and 
luter on held a fair, by which means the debt was reduced 
to about ¥5,000.00. The balance was being paid off year after year 
when in the spring o! this year the new rector of St. Joseph’s, the Rev. 
Win. Fuhrwerk wiped it out entirely. 

Duriug the stay of Father Petferkorn from 1878 to 1896, the in- 


terior of the Church was completed; four altars costing, besides the 


statues, over $2,000.00, the stations of the cross, the pipe organ, the 
chime of four bells of which the largest weighs over 3,000 pounds, were 
acquired during his pastorate. Moreover the walls of the Church were 
plastered, the Gothic ceiling put in, as well us thethree colored windows 
of the sunctuary. 


In the first years he lived in one of the sacristies, but later on built 
the present parochial residence which cost a little over ¥5,000. St. 
Josepl’s Hall, opposite the Church, was also built during his stay. It is 
alarge building in brick, with three stores on the first floor and a large 
hall up stairs for the meetings of St. Josepli’s Benevolent Association 
and also for theatrical purposes. It is in this sauie hall that the Yonng 


Men’s Soduality of St. Joseph’s Church holds its meetings. 


St.. Joseph’s society is one of the strongest societies in Sin Antonio 
and its object is mutual help in case of sickness with a death benefit of 
some hundred dollars. With it is connected for those who wish it un 
insurance feature of $1,000. 

Formerly St. Joseph’s society had for its object the support of St. 
Joseph’s Church, giving all its contributions to the same. St. Joseph’s is 
indeed greatly indebted to that society for the financial help received from 
it. When the church became more prosperous, the society, with the- 
advice of the Pastor, changed its object to the present one. 
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On the advice of Father Pefferkorn, the Society applied to the 
city for a cemetery for its own use, and obtained oue adjucent to East 
Conuuerce Street, uext to the city cemeteries. Another Society, which 
was and still is a great help to St. Joseph’s Church, is the Society of 
St. Ann, as old as the Church itself. It is composed of elderly ladies, - 
who contribute a certain amount every month for the purchase of arti- 


@ cles necessary for divine service, such as chasubles, copes, etc. In other 


churches such a society 1s called “Altar Society.” 
The two statues of St. John and the sorrowful Mother, to be seen 
new the Cross in St. Joseph’s cemetery, are gifts of the deceased, Mys. 


) Elizabeth Hoffman, who, by the way, made several similar gifts to St. 


Joseph’s Church, but who, good Christian as she was, wanted secrecy to 
be kept as to her donations. 

The late Fr. I. Meyer had the altar of the Mater Dolorosa built, 
and he purchased the statuary group Pieta, as well as the statues of St. 


| Ignatius and the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Mr. Geo. Mandry contributed 


the two side-doors of St. Joseph’s Church, while the front door was 
given by St. Joseph’s Society. 

The Rev. H. Pefferkorn, besides personal contributions, worked 
greatly with his own hands in ornamenting the Church and several 
beautiful paintings there attest to his artistic skill. 

In September of 1896 Father Peiferkorn freely gave up the charge 
of St. Joseph’s congregation to assume the Chaplainship of the Convent 
of Our Lady of the Lake. His successor, the Rev. Wm. Fuhrwerk, is 
continuing the good work, and during his short stay he has made several 
improvements. Besides liquidating the Church debt of $900, he has 
had the electric light put in the Church, a new confessional erected, a 
series of new pews built and purchased several articles for the use of 
the alfar. Moreover, he has started a sodality of young ladies, which 
promises to be soon in a flourishing condition. Father Furhrwerk, with 
hig energy, will no doubt. with God’s grace, preside successfully over 
the material and spiritual welfare of St. Josepli’s congregation. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 
THE CHUROH AT SEGUIN. 


Seguin, for several years, was 2 Mission, which was visited occa- 
sionally by Priests from Gulveston, San Antonio and other points in 
Texas. Duriug that time the house of Mrs. Mary Lonisa Johnson 
served as 2 Church or Chapel, as well as a home for the Priest. He was 
always received with a ‘‘cead mille failthe” by Mrs. Johnson. Seeing 
the necessity of a place of worship, the Rev. James 8. Chaland set to 
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Goliad. 


OLIAD, the County seat of Goliad County, is on the San Antonio 
River, twenty-eight miles from Victoria, and 135 miles from 
Houston. It is one of, the oldest settlements in the State. It was 

in sight of the presént town where the massacre took place that endel 
the eareer of so many of Texius’ noble sons who were battling for her 
independence. Just one 
block from the public 
Square, on a well-kept plat 
of ground, stands a hand- 
some shaft in memory of 
the heroes who lost their 
lives here. Goliad has a 
handsome court house, an 
opera honyse, waterworks, 
two banks, an oil mill, two 
cotton gins, good hotels 
and handsome business 
houses. <A daily hack Ine 
goes to Refugio. Goliad is situated in the heart of a very productive 
country, and draws its trade from the adjoining counties. While it 
has only one railroad now, it is only a question of time when the M. 
K. & T. railvoad will extend from Smithville, its objective point being 
Rockport. It will go through a very rich country its entire length, 
aking in Gonzales, Cuero, Goliid and Refugio. 

Goliad is a good business point, getting cotton from a wide stretch 
of country, consequently the merchants do « profitable business. All 
religious denominations are represented. School advantages are 
excellent. 

The lands about the city are wonderfully productive, and can be 
had at remarkably low prices. Heretofore the country was almost 
entirely given over to the cattlemen, but now these large ranches are 
being cut up into farms. 

Any one in search of a home would do well to investigate Goliad 


and the surrounding country. 
vy & % & % % * # ¥ % xt + 











NISBIVUN OF ESPIKITD SANTO. 


The above reference to tlie Massacre was the atrocions murder of 
Col. Jas. W. Fannin and 390 men, March 28, 1836. 


Continued on page 198. 
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work, and during the years of 
1871, 1872, 1878, by great exer- 
tions, succeeded in realizing his 
earnest wishes. On the 80th day 
of March, 1873, St. James Church 
was dedicated to the service of 
God. The Rt. Rev. C. M. Dubuis, 
the Bishop of Galveston, had de- 
legated the Rev. Thoinas Johnson 
pastor of St. Mary’s, Sun Antonio, 
to officiate at the ceremonies. 
Father Claland continued to attend 
to the Parish until the autumn of 
1874. After hisdep:vture several 
Priests, at various times, visited 
Seguin until the arrival of the 
Jesuits in the autumn of 1876. 
These fathers had opened a College, 
which Was Obtaining considerable 
success. The Rey. Fis. Mancei, 

REV.» BaeM A HON. Larraceechea, F. P. Garesche und 
Morandi, S. J.. were among those Fathers who not only taught in the 
College, but attended to the spiritual wants of Seguin and neighboring 
towns. However, the Jesuits soon closed the College, sold their prop- 
erty, and the Mexienxn fathers returned to Mexieo in the autumn of 
1884. Inthe early part of July. 1892, the Rt. Rev. J. C. Neraz, late 
Bishop of San Antonio, sent the Rev. Peter McMahon to take charge, 
not only of Seguin, but also of the congregations of Gonzules and 
Luling. These latter Missions have hud a succession of pastors—some 
remiaining s year or two, others three yenrs, or again « few months. 
Gonzales and Luling were made distinct Missions from Seguin in August, 
1896, which afterwards received the exclusive attention of the Rey. P. 
MeMahon. The Church in Seguin, at first a small Chapel, was soon 
improved in many ways. The congregation was requested cither to 
build a new Church or add to the old one. The latter plan prevailed, 
and vigorously did the people set to work and an addition at the cost of 
$2,500 was put to the former structure, thus doubling the capacity of the 
Church. ‘Two new altars of the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph have 
been put up, the ceiling of the Church painted, as well as the new sand 
old pews. The Chureh is lit by electricity and hundreds of dollars 
have been spent for vestments and sacred vessels. The Parochial resi- 





14. 











The De Laval ABS aNaS aS 








Centrifugal Crearh Separators 


“Alpha” in the Creamery 
and *‘Baby” in the Dairy, have 
revolutionized the dairying of the 
world. They have in 15 years 
increxsed its productiveness 
MORE THAN 
One Hundred Million Dollars a year. 


Have you shared in 
this increase ? 


If you 
have not, 
and wiint 
to know 
how to do 
so, write 
for x cats- 
logue of 
the differ- 





eed ent s1Ze 
eee muchines. 
All sizes kept in stock. 
J. M. VANCE, 


P.O. Box 560. SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


a 








The Austin Nursery. 


Thirty-four years’ experieuce in Burnet County. Moved to Austin in 1894. 
Tihink f have the largest stock of Fruit Trees in the State. | um growing oue 
hundred Yarieties of Plums and the best of all other Fruits, 

A fine lot of tield-grown, ever-blooming Roses, including Bride, Kaiserina 
and American Beauty. 

[ pay express. Write for my catalogue. 

F. T. RAMSEY, 
Austin, Tex:s 








HISTORY O} THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 197 


dence has been remodeled, and the lan. on which it and the Church 
stand is enclosed within an elegant fence. The congregation numbers 
about 400 souls, and gives much consolation to the Rev. Pastor. 


CHAPTER XXYV. 
THE CHURCH AT OUERO. 


The town of Cuero was founded about the year 1873, and Catholies 
were among its first founders, numbering some six families. As early 
as 1874 or 1875. we see them making efforts to give evidence of their 
faith. Messrs. G. Sleicher, C. Stadtler and J. Welch, taking the initia- 
tive drove round the town with the view of seeing what sites Cuero 
offered for Church purposes. The present one was selected and it was 
donated to the Catholics by the Land and Irrigation Co., on condition 
that a Church be built on it. The lot measured 50x125 feet and on ita 
siull frame building was erected. Mrs. M. P. O’Brien and Mr. C. 
Stadtler had each donated $100 and Mr. J. Welch $25.00; other contri- 
butions followed; two zealous Indies of the congregation solicited sub- 
scriptions from the merchants till enough money was secured to finish 
the Church and purchase an organ. It was ready for service in 1876. 
Later on the Rey. Fr. Manci, 8. J.. on behalf of the Jesuits purchased 
two more lots adjoining the Church lot, together with «a small frame 
dwelling. Father Manci was succeeded by the Rev. Fr. McLaughlin, 
S. J. The lots owned by the Jesuits were bought from them, and when 
after Fr. McLaughlin’s death the Rev. P. McMahon took charge of the 
Parish, the latter sequired nore property. The land now owned by the 
Church measures 150 feet front by 125 feet on the South side, whereus 
the school property immediately in the rear, measures 50x300. On the 
former portion of land the Rev. J. Ferra laid the foundation of the 
present Church. Various entertainments were given to raise inoney to 
forward its erection. The Rev. H. Milno displayed much zeal in the 
same direction, and his successor, the Rev. J. Robert, having lengthened 
the original fonndation, commenced the superstructure which he con- 
tinued to the window sills. It.was, however, to the Rev. J. Sheehan 
that the privilege was reserved of finishing the said edifice. It is built 
of brick; is of Gothic architecture und measures ahout 40x80 and the 
cost of it ($6,000) has been paid. It was dedicated on September 29th, 
1892, the feast of St. Michael by the late Right Rev. J. C. Neraz, 
Bishop of the Diocese amid a creat concourse of the clergy nnd people. 
The Priests present were the Revs. H. Pefferkorm, M. A. Rhatigan of 
Albany, N. Y., Thos. Moezygemba, Wolynceviez, F. X Heck, H. 
Gerlach, W. Henderson, P. J. Hurth, C. S. C., now Bishop of Dacca, 
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History tells us that it was in Goliad that the two patriots, Gen. 
Sam Houston and Col. Jas. Bowie, met for the tirst time. 

Goliad was twice taken by the Aiericans—by Col. Jas. Long in 
1819, and later by Col. Collingsworth, October 9, 1835. 

% * + %* * = %* sy + by + £ 

From Bancroft’s Works, volume XV, pages 617, 624 and 533, we 
get the following: * * * Thence Gov. Aguayo, proceeding to the 
Bay of Aguayo in March and April, 1722, superintended the erection of 
a presidio on the site of LaSalle’s fort St. Louis, called Santa Maria de 
Loreto de la Bahia del Espiritu Santo—now Bahia for short—and under 
its protection the new Mission of Espiritu Santo de Zufiiga, with Padre 
Augustin Patron as Minister. Ninety men were stationed here under 
Capt. Ramon Diego. *~ * * In 1724 these bay establishments were 
transferred to the San Antonio River; and in 1749 again moved up the 
river to the final site, the modern Goliad. Population in 1872, 515. 
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Bengal, India, P. McMahon, C.J. Smith, O. M.I., Flynnand J. Sheehan, 
Rector of the Church. Rev. Father Rbatigan delivered the English 
sermon during the Solemn High Mass, and after the last gospel Rev. P. 
J. Hurth addressed the congregation in German. The Church has since 
been enriched by the acquisition of many beautiful gifts, such as statues, 
lainps, etc., from the generous parishoners. Farther Sheehan has also 
erected a comfortable parochial residence at the cost of $2050. 

For years the Sisters of Mercy taught the children of the Parish. 
and city. They have been succeeded in this work by the Sisters of 
Divine Providence of San Antonio, and a school under their manage- 
ment was opened in September of this year. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 
THE CHURCH AT SAN ANGELO. 


This Mission, which, until a few years ago, had a military post, 
(Fort Concho,) gradually progressed under the untiring zeal of the Rey. 
M. Pairier. He was a man of brilliant parts, of a kind heart, who was 
satisfied to live and work among the poor in his vast district and sought, 
by his ready defense of religion and pleasant manners, to win them 
over to God. The Church, called the Immaculate Conception, built in 
1880, is « structure Measuring sixty by thirty feet, and it and its furnish- 
ings cost xbout $10,000. Father Pairier attended the population in San 
Angelo and the outlying Missions for many years, until Ins health giv- 
ing way he resigned his pastorate, retired to Santa Rosa Infirmary, 
where he died. The Rev. J. Sheehan, now Rector of St. Micliuel’s, 
Cuero, succeeded Father Pairier in San Angelo, where he remained 
from 1886 to 1890. The Rev. H. Milmo assumed cliarge of the Mission 
in 1890. In 1892 the Rev. J. B. Ricaud succeeded Rev. Fr. Milmo, and 
is the present Rector. This missionary attends to the spiritual wants of 
about 2,100 souls, of whom 2,000 are Mexicans and 100 Americans. 
The Immuculate Conception is the only edifice specially erected for 
Divine service in all this Mission. Father Rigand visits occasionally 
several smaller stations located at various distances from San Angelo. 
The Sisters of the Incarnate Word direct the Parochial school. In 1893 
a tract of Iand was acquired for cemetery purposes, and in 1895 three 
bells were purchased. 


CHAPTER XXVIL. 


THE CHURCH AT FORT DAVIS AND VICINITY. 


Fort Davis, in Jeff Davis County, is the headquarters for the Mis- 
sionaries who attend to the many stations connected with it. It was 
owing to the Indian depradations committed in that region, that if wag 
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Corpus Christi, 


HE COUNTY SEAT of Nueces County, is situated in the extreme 
southern portion of the State, on Nueces Bay. It is a fine old 
place, and at one time was quite an important city, having supplied 

South Texas and Eastern and Northern Mexico with the advent of a 
lot of up-to-date boomers. A few years ago it was boomed almost to 
its death, and took on an unusual growth; three large hotels were built, 
a street car line put in operation, property values went out of sight, and 
dredging across the island was begun, which, when finished, will give to 
the city deep water. 

But business depression and the tight money market canght Corpus 
Christi like almost every place, and they almost killed it; but now, after 
four years of inactivity, it is slowly coming to life, and will yet take its 
place among the leading cities of Texas. Nature has certainly favored 
the location as a site for a beautiful city, furnishing a grand bluff from 
which she overlooks the Bay, which gives her access to the Gulf; a 
beautiful view and a natural harber, with no danger from floods, such 
us other coast cities have had. Tle Corpus Christi bluffs are the only 
ones on the Texas coast. 

The San Antonio & Aransus Pass and the Texas & Mexican afford 
first-class railroad facilities. 
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July. For further particulars address 


MOTHER MARIE ANGELIQUE, Sopruiditess. 
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found necessary to establish a garrison at this point. On this account 
Fort Davis became a thriving business centre. The Mexican iunnigra- 
tion was considerable and steps were taken to provide for the spiritual 
wants of the whole town. Among the few Priests who exercised the 
Ministry at Fort Davis can be mentioned the Rev. Father Hoban, Jos. 
Montenerelli, S. J. The former built the old chapel at Fort Davis in 
the year 1878, together with a small dwelling; the latter began a Church 
of large proportions which he, however, did not finish. The Church at 
Fort Stockton and Presidio were also built by Father Hoban; these con- 
structions are all of adobe, with flat roofs. Occasionally some Oblate 
Fathers from Eagle Pass visited those parts. Later on the Mission at 
Fort Davis and its dependencies were confided to tlhe Carmelite Fathers 
of Marienfeld. They put new life into the good work improving their 
residence, and finishing the Church and setting about erecting others 
where there was any encouragenient shown them by the people. 

Since 1892 this Mission isin charge of the Rev. Father Brocardus, 
assisted by the Rev. Father Frank. Their field of labor extends over 
five counties: Jeff Davis, Reeves, Pecos, Brewster and Presidio, aud 
comprises twenty-five stations. Fort Davis has a Church and residence. 
Recently some Franciscan Sisters (Poor Clave Colettines) arrived to open 
a Convent and school aud thus promote the conversion of souls. Fort 
Stockton, Presidio and Palor have chapels, but at the other stations Mass 
has to be said in adobe or mud houses, which have no windows; small 
holes made in the walls serve as such to admit and few rays of sunlight. 
These stations are : 

Marfa, Shafter, La Calera, La Loma, Brogado, Sarragoza, Santa 
Isabel, Alpine, Murathon, Haymond, Sanderson, Valentine, Chispa, 
Alamito, Casa de Piedra, Alamo, Hociendita, Bolsa, Grenada, El Indio, 
Rancho de San José, Ruidosa. However, there are vhapels building at 
Marfa, St. Mary's, Shafter, Our Lady of Refuge, and at Toyah. The 
Missionaries travel about 900 miles while visiting these stations, 200 or 
300 miles are made by train, the rest in a private conveyance over rugged 
roads, through swollen creeks and the burning heat of the sun. This trip 
is undertaken every two months. The Catholic population is composed 
vastly of Mexicans and of a few American families. Whereas, owing 
to scrznt opportunities, the American Catholics have lapsed into inditler- 
entism, the Mexicans, like the majority of those living on the border, 
give very little editieation. While they call theinse!lves Catholics, they 
eare little about complying with their religiois duties. They are 
ignorant of their religion and are easily led away by any impostor that 
chances to come in their path. Thus about two years ago, a girl calling 
herself Perisita de Cabara went among the Mexicans and by her wily 
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language and strange conduct so completely duped them that they 
followed her by thousands to listen to her and protect her. She craftily 
succeeded in collecting $4,000 from those poor people, who were so 
carried away in their enthusiasm, that when Father Brocurdus attempted 
to denounce her, they raised their guns three times at him to kill him 
and last year Father Frank barely escaped rough treatment at their 
hands. 

Nevertheless, it is evident that in many places God lias his chosen 
souls wlio by good example lead others to do better. In Fort Davis, for 
instance, there is a men’s society of forty members; a branch of the 
League of the Sacred Heart with 180 members and «a Catholic school 
with tifty children in attendance. 

Last year the Right Rev. J. A. Forest, Bishop of San Antonio, 
visited Fort Davis and the principal stations. He spent three weeks and 
gave confirmation to about 3,000 persons, young and old. 

These Missions are snong the hardest in Texas; and the Fathers 
engayed in them, secing the great work yet to be accomplished and their 
limited resources hope that some generous benefactors will be found to 
help them where help is so mueh needed. , 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 
ST. EDWARD'S COLLEGE, AUSTIN, TEXAS. 


In the year 1881 the necessity, as well as the practicability of estab- 
lishing «a seat of learning at Austin, found expression in tle generous 
donation of Mrs. Doyle of 300 acres of land, situated about three 
niles from the Colorado River, on an elevation overlooking the city. 

Like most of the now famous institutions of Europe and America, 
St. Edward's sprang from a very humble beginning, and sttained its 
present phenomenal growth by gradual and natural expansion. It 
successfully filled a want, and was appreciated accordingly. 

The sim of the institution from the start was simple and practical, 
—to give its students a thorough business and moral training, to form 
their character, to develop a well-balanced mind in a sound body,—in 2 
word, to prepare them for success in life, and to nike them Christian 
gentlemen. 

The preliminaries were all arranged under the immediate super- 
vision of the Rev. D. J. Spillard, C. S. C., formerly the Pastor of St. 
Mary's Charch. From 1881 till 1884 the institution was conducted 
without a charter, under the direction of the Order of the Holy 
Cross, which direction still continues. ‘he system of instruction and 
discipline are the same as at the University of Notre Dame, Indiana. 

Rey. Father Spilltrd was followed by the Rev. Fr. Robinson, who 


il 
" 


= F Hh 


rr 








HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC GHURCH. 908 


in turn was suceceded by the Rey. P. J. Franciscus, ©. S. C., under 
whose administration, with the Rev. P. J. Hurth as Vice-President and 
director of studies, the institution received its charter, with power to 
confer the usuul degrees of arts, literature, science and letters. 

Without endowment of any kind, with no other resources than the 
self-sacrificing devotion of its fucnity and the tuition fees of the 
students, the College has had to 
rely solely upon its intrinsic merits. 
#s an educational institution. So 
far as practical results and in- 
creasing patronage are a criterion 
of success, St. Edward’s has been 
extraordinarily successful. Its 
students are now holding responsi- 
ole positions in various parts of 
the United States and Mexico, 
hoth in business and professional 
life, and kind words and the in- 
creasing number of students show 
the esteem in which the College 
is held by the people of all reli- 
gious denominations. 

The old buildings, enlarged in 
1885, and then considered amply 
sufficient for any possible influx of 
students for years to come, became 
so denscly crowded that in 1888 RY. REV. P. J. HURTH, CG. S. ©. 
in entire change of quarters was 
(leemed necessary. The annual incresse of students was steady for 
ihree years, showing a gain of thirty per cent each year over the 
attendance of the preceding year. So, with little ready money but 
large patronage, und implicit confidence in the blessing of God, Rev. 
President Hurth and his associutes decided that 1 splendid new College 
building should be erected. Whereupon plans were drawn and work 
was begun. The new building is of white limestone, broken ashler, 
four stories high, with slated roof. he style is modern Gothic. Two 
wings, at-right angles with the center building, and a projecting central 
tower for the main stairway, give the general outline of the letter E. 
The central building, 180 feet long by 66 feet wide, with the wings, 85 
hy 50 feet, give a total frontage of 280 feet, und a depth of S+ feet. 
The central building and one of the wings are completed and occupied, 
which truly colossal structure faces the Texas Capitol with noble mien. 
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Other improvements have been gradually introduced as circam- 
stances permitied. Notwithstanding the financial stringency during the 
past yenrs, an artesian well has been bored (2,053 in depth); « gymna- 
sium hall, 100 by 40 feet, and two stories bigh, has been erected; 
coniplete sets of physical and chemical apparatus lave been put in; two 
reading rooms have been set apart and furnished for the use of the 
students; the entire main building has been heated by steani, supplied 
with water from the artesian well, and furnished throughout with elec- 
tric lights. An Exhibition Hall, 100 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 20 fest 
high, has been erected this year, entirely through the generous dona- 
tions of kind friends, who come in great number to the College 
entertainments. 

The mineral water from the artesian well has been further utilized 
by the construction of a Natatorium. or swimming pool, 42 by 23 feet; 
in addition to the bath rooms, which are supplied with hot and cold 
witer. 

The site of the College was admirably chosen. In the center of 
the health-belt of Texas, far enough removed from the distracting 
intiuences of the city, yet not too remote to seenre ifs conveniences and 
accommodations, the student at St. Edward’s enjoys that seclusion 
which is so necessary for the successful prosecution of his studies. 

The buildings are situated at the edge of a live-oak grove on an 
elevated platean three miles south of Austin, facing the new Siate 
Capitol and St. Mary's Academy, and commanding a tine view of the 
city and the beautiful valley of the Colorado. The College grounds 
are elevated far above the surrounding country, remote from all mala- 
riul intinences; they afford excellent druininage, and the strong and 
refreshing breeze from the Gulf of Mexieo, which prevails here 
throughout the year, tempers alike the heat of summer and the cold of 
winter. 

The health of the institution corresponds with the salubrious 
climate, which is probably unsurpassed in the South. The high, airy 
location, pastoral quietude, and perfect order and regularity in duly 
life, conduee materially to studious repose, and aid in preserving °‘a 
sound mind in a sound body.” Parents who contemplate sending their 
sons from home will tind here exceptional facilities for a thorough 
mental, nioral and physical training. 

The extensive grounds afford ample space for outdoor sports, §0 
necessary to the health and happiness of young people who are neccs- 
surily confined in study-hall and class-rooms during the greater part of 
the diy. 

Nature has done mueh for the locality, and art is busy in supple- 
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menting its natural advantages. The College grounds cover about six 
hundred acres of fine farming and pasture land, devoted chiefly to fruit, 
vegetable and cereul culture, stock-raising for home provision, and 
play-grounds for the students. The products of the farm and dairy are 
superior to what could be procured in the market, and the College 
regimen is of the most substantial and wholesome kind. The students’ 
tables are supplied with an abundance of wholesome food, varied from 
day to day. ‘The domestic depuriments are under the personal super- 
vision of 2 devoted community of Sisters, who spare no pains to secure 
| as far as possible all the comforts of home for those entrusted to their 


/ care. 


With the elevation of the Rev. P. J. Hurth to the Episcopacy (the 
See of Dacca, Eastern Bengal, India,) St. Edwards College met a loss, 
which was only modified by the excellence of the grand institution 
which he left behind. Father Hurth’s mantle fell upon the young 
shoulders of Rev. E. P. Murphy, C. S. C., who, in time, was succeeded 
by the Rev. P. P. Klein, C. S. C., the present incumbent, whose ad- 
ministration has been marked by renewed activity in all the branches 
of the curricnlum of studies and who carries with him the contidence 
inspired by an able leader and true instructor. 

Austin has every reason to be proud—as she indeed is—of St, 
Edward’s College. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 
THE CHURCH AT GONZALES, LOCKHART, LULING. 


These places were visited by the Rev. Jesuit Fathers from Seguin 
until their departure for Mexico after closing their College. Especially 
did Father F, P. Garesché, S. J., display much zeal in attending to the 
few Catholics located in those small towns. Two attempts had been 
vainly mude to build a Church in Gonzales when the Right Rev. J. C. 
Neraz, Bishop of San Antonio, wishing to try once more, entrusted the 
work to the Rev. Father Garesché, $. J. Encouraged and aided by Mr. 
Bhikeslee and his excellent family he undertook the task: this was in 
1882. The Chnreh was put in a proper condition for Divine service, 
when the Rev. Father went to San Antonio for « short time. He again 
took charge of Luling and Gonzales, and built a tower to the Church of 
this place. The people of Lockhart also benefitted hy the untiring 
efforts of Father Gureseché who in 1887 undertook to erect a Chureb 
dedicated to Saint Ignatius. These parts received, nt intervals, the 
visits of many Priests, though the pastors of Seguin have been more 
frequently called on to exercise the ministry there, when needed. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 
THE CHURCH AT MARIENFELD AND VICINITY. 


Marienfeld is the county seat of Martin County, on the Texas 
Pacific railroad, and is situnted about half way between Dallas and El 
Puso. On August 22nd, 1882, the Carmelite Fathers were called to the 
diocese and established the Parish of St. Joseph. The Church which is 
constructed of brick sud adobe measures 50 feet by 100 and cost $5000. 
They had also built their monastery in which dwelt both the Fathers 
who attended to the Parish Church and those who visited the Missions. 
From 1882 to 1889 the Rev. T. A. Peters, O. C. C., prior was assisted 
by the Rev. P. Bonifay Peters, O. C. C. From 1885, the Revs. P. 
- Albert Wagner. O. C. C., and Berthold Oblenfurst, O. C. C., heeame 
also his assistants as well as the Rev. W. A. Fuhrwerk, O. C. C., now 
rector of St. Joseph's Church. San Antonio. In 1889 the Rev. Albert 
Wagner, O. C. C., became Prior and Rector of the Church, ussisted for 
a short time by Father Fuhrwerk, O. C. C., and later on by the Rey. 
Theresus Meinhart,O.C. C., who died of consumption on July 27, 
1899, and was buried at Maritenfeld. Ever since 1892 the Rev. Simon 
Weeg, O. C. C., has had charge of the Church and monastery, with the 
Rev. Marianus Nyssen, O. C. C., assistant until 1894; the Rev. 
Telesphorus Hart, O. C. C., and the Rey. P. Serapion Lueth, O. C. C., 
until 1896. Father P. Albert Wagner, O. C. C., who had been Rector 
of the Chureh at Fort Davis, Texas from 1892 to 1895 retuned to 
Marienfeld to share the labors of Father Simon. He is the only assistant 
ut present. The following stations and Missions are attended to by the 
Curmelite Fathers : 

Big Springs, Howard County, St. Mary’s Church, built in 1887, 
but visited since 1882. 

Toyah, Reeves County, St. John the Baptist, built in 1890; visited 
since 1885. gee 

fecos, Reeves County, St. Catharine’s, built in 1893; visited since 


895. 
Midland, Midland County, St. Ann’s, built in 1896; visited since 
1890, 
Colorado, Mitchell County, has no Church. 


Pecos Stone Quarry, Ward County, has no Church; visited since 1892.. 


Barston, Ward County, no chureh; visited since 1895. 

Odessa, Ector County, no,church; visited since 1892. 

The Fathers charge numbers nbout 180 families, of which 150 are 
Mexicans. 
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In the pursuance of their good work the Fathers have been aided 
by many zealous souls in Kurope who readily contributed of the little 
they hud in order to help the spreid of Catholicity in that portion of 


| Texas. A few mishaps have occured to some of the Churches attended 


by the Fathers. The gables on the churches of St. Joseph, Marienfeld 
and St. Catharine, Pecos County, were blown down in 1886 and 1894 res- 
pectively, whereas in July of 1897 the Church at Big Springs was con- 
siderably damaged. 

The Fathers received the visits of the late Bishop Neraz in March 
of 1888, and of the Very Rev. Pius R. Meyer, Prior, O. C. C., with his 
socius in the spring of 1890. The Right Rev. J. A. Forest, Bishop of 
San Antonio, made his first visitation to Manenfeld in June of 1896. 
He remained three weeks Visiting the Missions and administering con- 
frmation. In July of 1896, the Right Rev. Edward Dunne, Bishop of 
Dallas, Texas, also called on the Fathers at their monastery. 

The Carmelite Fathers also extended their labors to Fort Davis and 
the adjoining Missions from 1892 to 1897. Exldy. Eddy County; New 
Mexico was regularly visited by the Fathers from the monastery for 
about one year, 1893-1894. The little stone Church was built by Father 
Simon Weeg, O. C. C., in 1883. The Rev. Hermann Kempker is the 


| resident Pastor. 


From 1882 St. Joseph’s Church belonged to the Carmelite Fathers; 
but on September 11, 1897, the deeds of the Church property were 
plaved in the hands of the Bishop of San Antonio; and the monastery 
wis sold to the Sisters of Merey who now occupy it. 

There now remain at Marienfeld two Carmelite Fathers and two 
Brothers and these come within the jurisciction of the province of New 
Baltimore. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 
ST. PETER CLAVERS CHURCH, SAN ANTONIO. 


(Chureh for the Catholic Negroes.) 


Since the late council of Baltimore, the evangelization of the colored 
race has received a strong impetus. Encouragement has been given by 
the hierarchy, to the institutions already organized, or then organizing 
tor the education of missionaries among the colored people, and appeals 
have been made to the favored of fortune im behalf of the same object. 
The founding of the Mission of St. Peter Claver is another instance 
where an appeal hns been made and 2 great work of zeal done in the 
midst of a large proportion of the colored race. 

Nine years ago it was considered that San Antonio had a colored 
population of about 6000 souls. And whereas, the various religious 
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sects had places of mecting, there was no Chureh or Chapel for the 
colored Catholics of the city. In St. Mary's Church a few pews had 
been allotted to those of the race who still persevered in the practice of 
their religion. But being only « handful and lost as it were, in a large 
congregation, nothing or vely little could be done for their spiritual ad- 


vancement. And still some opportunity should be afforded them to — 


preserve their fait; special attention must be shown them. 

One Sunday in the month of September, 1887, 2 lady of consider- 
able means attended Mass in St. Mary's. It happened that the Pastor, 
the Rev. R. J. Malony, O. M. I, was urging his parishoners to contri- 
bute more generously towards the collection to be taken up on the fol- 
lowing Sunday for the colored people und Indian Missions. On leaving 
the Church, the lady smiling, said to herself: ‘‘‘This may be my 
mission one day,” 7. ¢., to work among the colored people. The lady 
was Mrs. Margaret M. Murphy, the widow of the late Judge J. B. 
Murphy, of Corpus Christi. whose partner in law was the late Gov. Ed. 
J. Davis of our State. She forthwith communicated her impressions to 
the Pastor and resolved at once to realize her Holy inspiration. She 
visited the several quarters of the city inhabited by the colored peuple 
and soon selected a site for the Church. The property was purchased 
und plans drawn for the erection, not only of « Church, but of a school 
and residence. Work was begun on February 13, 1888, but owing to a 
slight objection on the put of some near residents to having their 
neighborhood disturhed by negroes going to Church or school, and also, 
on account of an ifter-plan conceived of building in brick instead of in 
wood, all work was stopped for awhile. On the 21st of June, the feast 
of St. Aloysius, the work was resumed and three structures rose simul- 
taneously from the ground. On the 6th of July, it being the first Fri- 
day of the month: and the octave day of the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul, 
‘tthe corner stone was laid, On September the 16th amid a vast concourse 
of the clergy and Jaity, the Right Rev. J. C. Neraz, D. D., blessed the 
‘Church and opened it to the worship of the coloured people under the 
patronige of St. Peter Claver, it being the first Chureh built to the 
Saint in this country after his canonization. The Rev. F. P. Garesche, 
S. J., delivered the sermon. The Oblate Fathers of Mary Immuculate 
were requested to take charge of the Mission and the Rev. R. J. 
Malony, O. M. I., became the first Pustorof the Church. During his 
pastorate of five years, he sought to give spiritual vigor and expansion 
to the new congregation entrusted to him, and was glad to devote the 
last years of his life to that humble Mission. He died on February 13, 
1893, and his loss was mourned hy his entire flock. In the meantime 
Mrs. Murphy had resalyed to<lisplay more zeal in connection with her 
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work. She not only gave of earthly possessions to the Mission but she 
lias devoted her life to the liternry and religious instruction of the 
negroes, and associated with herself a few assistants who have thus 
formed a pious community with Episcopal sanction. The Rev. S. Brault, 
O. M. L, who was residing with the Fathers of St. Mary's for «a few 
months attended to the spiritual needs of the Mission, whether in the 
Chureh or in the school. In August of the same yeur the Rev. J. E. 
Emery, O. M. 1., assumed charge of St. Peter Claver’s Mission. By 
manifest energy and zeal he beautified the Church and won the universal 
appreciation of the colored population for his labors whilst he was with 
them. 

In August of 1894 the Rey. R. M. Barrett, O. M. 1., took charge of 
this Mission. Emulating the zeal of his predecessors he faithfully per- 
formed all the duties pertaining to his position 2s rector. Whilst most 
devoted to the catechetical instruction of tne children, he sought to 
hand together the adult memliers of his flock into benevolent and spiri- 
tual societies. Solid fruits of virtue were budding forth from his 
exertions when he was removed to Brownsville, Texas, in December, 1896. 
At his departure the Oblates of Mary Immaculate withdrew their con- 
nection from the Mission. The Rey. A. Durmoulin, for many years in 
charge of the San Fernando Cathedral, became Chaplain at the Mission 
and took up his residence on the property attached to it. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 
SAN FERNANDO SCHOOL, SAN ANTONIO. 


San Fernando Cathedral School (for boys) was fonaded in Angust, 
1888, by the Rt. Rev. J. ©. Neraz. On September 3 school was opened, 
corner of Buena Vista and Eust Streets. The first pupils, about 
twenty-five in number, were mostly Mexican boys of St. Mary’s, till 
then taught by Bro. Jos. Austin. 

Bro. Jos. Schwaab was appointed first teacher of the new school. 
About September 17 a new class was Opened, the number of pupils 
having reached fifty. Bro. Jos. Bittoff was sent to take charge of the 
class. In January, 1890, the number of pupils reached to about one 
hundred, when a third cluss was formed. 

The building on the corner of Buena Vista Street was no longer 
convenient, and the pupils and furniture were transferred to a more 
spacious building on Main Avenue, No, 420. Before the opening of 
the new term it was again necessary to move. This time it was to take 
up quarters in the yet uncompleted St. John’s Orphanage, where three 
large rooms were roughly partitioned off for the time being. About 
this time the Rt. Rey. Bishop bought 2 lot (66 by 200 feet) on North 
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Laredo Street, with the intention of putting upa school as soon as his 
means would allow. Already, in January, 1891, work was begun on 
the present building, No. 216 North Laredo Street. 

In April of the sume year the last move was made. The new school 
building eontains four large rooms, nsed as class rooms, and four smaller 
roonts used by the brothers. The average number of pupils attending 
is two hundred. 


CHAPTER XXXL. 
ST. PATRICK’S ClIURCH, SAN ANTONIO. 


The Catholics settled on Government Hill had earnestly longed for 
a Chureh where they could attend Divine service. Bishop Neraz was 
equally solicitous about the spiritual concerns of this little community. 
In consequence the building which heretofore had been erected by him 
for schoo! purposes only, should serve us 2 Chapel till a more suitable 
structure for a Church could be procured. During the week a lady 
teacher taught the children the rudinients of secular knowledge, and on 
Sunday the people assembled in the smmeroomto lear the Mass and 
attend the usual ceremonies and devotions’of the Church. The Rey. 
M. A. Rhatigan, of the Diocese of Albany, N. Y., who lad come to this 
city for his health, said Mass, for the first time, in the spring of 1890. 
Later on, at the request of the Rt. Rev. Bishop, he said Mass at the 
Incarnate Word School, on Crosby Street, in order to accommodate the 
residents of that portion of the Parish. This alternate celebration of 
Holy Mass continued till the arrival of the Rev. W. G. Henderson in 
May, 1895. He had been ordained for St. Patrick’s Parish in the fall of 
1891, but Father Rhatigan having requested to remain until the spring 
of 1892, Father Henderson, in the mean time, was assigned as assistant 
to the Very Rev. L. Wyer, of Victoria. The Rt. Rev. J. ©. Neraz 
having died on November 15, 1894, Father Rhatigan left for Albany in 
May, 1895, and Father Henderson sueceeded him immediately. Soon 
after his taking charge of St. Patrick’s Church, the Muss at the Gov- 
ernment Hill school house was discontinued, the peojle henceforth 
assembling in the Chapel of the Incarnate Word School for Divine 
service. With the approbation of the Rt. Rev. J. A. Forest, who had 
been elected Bishop of San Antonio, and the Very Rev. S. Buffard, 
administrator of the vacant See, Rev. Fr. Henderson, on August 24, 
1895, commenced the erection of the frame Chureh called St. Patrick’s, 
on the northeast corner of Willow and Van Ness Streets. The Church 
measures 56 feet by 102 feet, which, with a tower of twelve feet to the 
front, will cost, when completed, about $8,000. Holy Mass was said for 
the first time on November 21, 1895. 
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The progress of the Church is evident from the number of societies 
already Organized and in way of formation. The Altar Soeiety, the 
League of the Sacred Heart, the Children of May, and a projected 
Young Men’s Catholic Association or Club. 

On Sunday afternoon, October 3, 1897, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Forest 
blessed a fine new bell. It weighs 1,300 pounds, has a nice tone and 
hears the name of St. Anne; a large number of citizens were invited to 
be sponsors. The Rev. Fr. McLoy preached the sermon, and the 
ceremony closed with the Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
The local division of the A. O. H. was present in full force with regalia 
and banners to honor the occasion. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 
ST. LOUIS’ COLLEGE, SAN ANTONIO. 


The erection of this institution of learning was prompted by a de- 
sire, on the part of the Brothers of Mary, to offer superior educationa! 
facilities to the youth of the South. It is an outgrowth of old St. 
Mary’s, which has been in successful operation in San Antonio since 
1852. 

St. Lonis’ College was opened on September 4th, 1894, Bro. John 
Wolf being its first President. Rev. F. Spenner and Rev. E. Beyrer, 
who had oceupied the positions of chaplun and assistant chaplain, re- 
spectively, at St. Mary’s, were appoiuted to the same positions at St. 
Louis’ College, but the latter wus destined to witness only the opening 
days at the new institution. He died-on the second day of Octoher. 
In Angust, 1896, Rev. Spenner was appointed to the directorshid of 
the Convent in Dayton, Ohio, being succeeded at St. Lenis’ College 
by Rev. Joseph Weckesser. 

It is situated one mile beyond the corporate limits of San Antonio 
i the suburban terniinus of the West End Electric Street latlway, 
sufficiently distant from the city, for quiet, undisturbed applicatjon to 
study, yet near enough to enjoy all the advantages of the flourishing 
historic metropolis of the Lone Star State. Electric street railways from 
ill depots pass the city terminus of the West Endline. From this point 
cars leave for the College every hour. 

The institution, provided with all modern improvements, for health 
and comfort, occupies 1 commanding position, on « plateau one hundred 
and fifty feet above the city. The college property contains seventy-five 
acres of land, furnishing ample space for out-door exercise. The loca- 
tion is unsurpassed for salubrity and scenery. 

An artesian wel], in connection with a powerful engine, conveys a 
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profuse supply of the purest water to all parts of the building, the 
cainpus, Qatatorium, paris and gardens. 

A large corps of instructors and umple accommodation make it 
possible to maintain duplicate departmeuts throughout, for a senior and 
jonior division, respectively, and to exercise constant supervision and 
Individual eave. The discipline is of a suasive and parental echuracter. 

The aim of St. Louis’ College is to impart a Christian education. 
The curriculm comprises a complete course of collegiate studies, a 
thorough commercial training, ancient and modern languages, type- 
writing, shorthand, telegraphy, music and art in all their departments, 

Religious, literury, social and athletic societies and an orchestra are 
niaintained among the pupils. Libraries, chemical and physical labora- 
tories und gymnastic apparatus sre provided. 








ST. LOUIS’ COLLEGE, SAN ANTONIO, 


The directors of the institution being members of a society which 
from its origin has devoted itself to the Christian cducation of youth, 
endeavor to prove themselves deserving of the confidence reposed in 
thein by evincing on all ovcasions a parental solicitude for the health 
and conifort of those entrusted to,their charge, by sparing no pains to 
promote their advancements, and by exercising a prudent watch over 
their conduct. The exercise of their authority is mild without being 
remiss, in enforcing that strict discipline and good order so essential for 
the proper culture of both mind and heart. 

The attendance is from all parts of Texas, Mexico and the North. 
The institution has a capacity for 150 pupils, the personnel at present, 
consisting of twenty-two Brothers, eighty boarders and day-scholurs. 
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Itis an incorporated institution having power to confer all the 
degrees usually conferred by colleges. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 


CONVENT OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, SAN ANTONIO. 


This is the latest established of the Cuxtholic institutions which 
encircle ow city of San Antonio. Its need was felt for years, and no 
wonder that on their arrival the Sisters were most cordially welcomed 
by the citizens of the city, and their foundation proved a success from 
the start. At the request of the Rt. Rev. J. A. Forest, D. D., Bishop 
of the Diocese, six Sisters were detached from the Monastery of the 
Good Shepherd in Toronto, Canada, and arrived in San Antonio April 
24. The Buckman residence at East End had been already purchased; 
the East End Land Company had donated several acres of land, and on 
April 27, 1897, the Kt. Rev. Bishop said the foundation Mass, assisted 
by the Rev. C. J. Smith, O. M. I., Rector of St. Mary’s Church. 
Many citizens, friends of the institution, were present. On account of 
the number of applicants for admission into the Refuge, if was fount 
necessary to build, in order to give more accommodation. <A brick 
building is now in course of erection, and this is only one of the many 
which will follow in time, The Mother Superior is Sister Mary of St. 
Joachin ; assistants, Sister M., of St. Alfonsus, and Sister M., of the 
Sacred Heart; Sister M., of the Incarnation; Sister M., of St. Joseph; 
Sister M. Zita and Sister Mary Rodriguez. 

Young women who hxve fallen away from virtue, and young girls 
who ave in danger of going ustray, are welcomed within the walls of this 
institution, no distinction being made as to nationality or creed. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 
ST. ANTHONY'S CONVENT OF POOR OLARE COLETTINES, FORT DAVIS. 


The ** Poor Clares”—the second order of St. Francis—was founded 
by St. Francis, of Assisi, in 1212. The Comunity at Fort Davis came 
from near Portland, Oregon, and are.of the strict Observance of the 
Reformed Rule of St. Colette; their former Convent was under the title 
of Our Lady of Victory. Reveiving no support and little Spiritual 
consol:tion there, they were forced to seek a home elsewhere, and applied 
to the Rt. Rev. Bishop of San Antonio to allow them into his Diocese. 
They received their formal letter of admission into the Diocese on 
Tuesday—the day of the week consecrated to St. Anthony—the 6th of 
July, 1897. At once they prepared to come to Texas. They arrived 
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in Fort Davis on October 2, and the first feast which they had the happi- 
ness of celebrating in their new home was that of their Seraphic 
fonnder, St. Francis, October 4, 1897. The Fathers in charge of the 
Church at Fort Davis minister to their Spiritual wants, and the inhabi- 
tants of the town have already shown thent many marks of kindness. 
The Sisters will be soon in a position to receive subjects. They form 
the only Monastic branch otf Franciscans in Texas, and are the last 
Community adinitted into the Diocese: so far as the range of this 
history extends. 


CONOLUSION. 


In God’s name did we begin this work, and in His name we have 
pursued it, therefore, in His name shall we now most respectfully close. 
* Praised be the name of the Lord.” 


ALBERT P. CARRICOQ, 
FRANCIS J. BOWEN, 
PUBLISHERS. 
Feast of the 
Immacuhlate Conception 
of the Kk. V. M. 
December 8 187. 


Re 
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DR. GEO. R. BOWEN, 
HOMCPATHIC PHYSICIAN. 


EYE, EAR, THROAT AND LUNG DISEASES, 
ALSO GENERAL PRACTICE. 


Office 211 St. Mary's St... in front of St. Mary’s Chueh, 


Formerly of the firm of 
Owen & Bowen: see pipe 144. San ANTONIO, TEXxas. 


- 


Ty H. SIEVERS, CONTRACTOR AND BUILDER. 


CABINET MAKER, SCROLL SAWYER AND TURNER. 
Manufacturer of CHURCH AND SCHOOL FURNITURE. 
ALTAR BUILDING A SPECIALTY. 


No. 233 LAVACA AND 618 INDIANOLA STS., 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


ASSISI- POULTRY - YARDS 


LIGHT BRAHMAS Excluslvely 
CAPONS a Speclalty. 





Caponizing done upon engagement; instructions given. 


MASTIFF YARD DOGS bred and sold. 
RAG-CARPETS, RUGS, etc... woven. 


Address, 
MANAGER, 


Sr. ANTHONY AVE. (S. Heights Ad.j, SAN ANTONIO, Trex. 
(North of Skinner and Aransas Ayes ) 


fe 





————— — 


THOROUGHBRED POULTRY. 


Practical Poultry Pointers and Illustrated Catalogue, 
6 ceuts. Price list of Eggs free. 


Registered Sceoteh Collie Dogs. 
LOUIS MACKE MACKENSEN, Houston, ‘Texas. 


The Sisters of the Good Shepherd 


Beg leave to announce to the 
public that their 


LAUNDRY IS NOW READY FOR WORK. 


They solitit hotel and family washing, promising to do first-class work at current 
prices, Any work given them will assist in supporting the 
Home, and will be gratefully appreciated. 


Address, 
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ALAMO INSURANCE BUILDING, 
CORNER COLLEGE AND NAVARRO STREETS, 


and located on the same floor with the 
San Antonio Business College, 


Is one of the most perfectly equipped, most pleasantly situated, and 
best conducted Business Training Schools 
in the United States. 


APARTMENTS—BRIGHT, CHEERFUL, AIRY; 
APPPOINTMENTS--MODERN, ELEGANT, COMPLETE; 
FACULTY—ABLE, EXPERIENCED, CONSCIENTIOUS; 
COURSK-—PROGRESSIVE, PRACTICAL, THOROUGII. 


In reference to the latter, we take pleasure in stating that its best 
recommendation is the fact of its having been introdneed, and is now in. 
use by the leading business schools in our largest cities, North and Kast; 
also by the largest business school in Americn. 

(Food elevator service. 
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W. C. BUCKMAN. Pre 
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Buu Pianos and Urgans [rom 
Responsible Dealers. 


A 


- CREEP VOT ae ge 


ONLY A FEW KNOW THE REAL MERITS 
OF A PIANO OR ORGAN. 


te 
The majority judge by the ease. Pianos vary in price from 
$150 upwards, and the $150 instrument often has a case super- 
ior in appearance to one double its value. 

Mann factnrers of First-Ciass and STanDARD instruxents 
sel] their goods to the largest dealers—Tary NEVER CONSIGN. 


AGENTS WHO DEMAND NOTES 
ON TIME SALES 


Are supposed to be unnble to hiold these notes, hehce must sell 
or transfer them. These notes when due must be paid, or the 
loss of instrument and a)l paid on it must be expected. 


WE DO NOT ASK FOR NOTES 
ON TIME SALES, 


Therefore can grant further time. when through some mis- 
fortune our patrons are unable to meet payments when diie. 


AVOID CONSIGNMENT DEALERS, he 
MANUFACTURERS’ AGENTS 


Self-named, and especially bogus Northern concerns Who 
offer special inducements; they have neither factory nor 
responsibility. Guarantees from 2!) this class ure worthless. 


IF YOU DESIRE TO BUY FOR CASH 


Or on easy payments without giving notes, and wANT Goop 
VALUE with absolute safety and protection. buy your Piano or 
Organ from 


THOS. GOGGAN & BROS. 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 


We reser you to any banking house te Texas. 





ROV4A 1epsayz 








